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INTRODUCTION. 



It will be seen on reading the following pages, that there is 
very little if any original matter contained therein. 

It is to be hoped however that the renewal of many old 
suggestions made by the writer, and others, may be productive 
of good, and be the means of calling the attention of those 
who manufacture laws, to the growing necessity for increased 
care in protecting the lives of those who go to sea. 

Whatever may be the award of the jiublic in regard to this 
little work as a literary composition, the writer will rest content 
with having tried to mitigate the dangers of the sea, and will 
consider his time and money well spent, if through these means 
a single life shall be saved. 
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LIFE-BOATS. 



In discussing the qualities considered uecessary in a life-boat, 
tlie Committee appointed to award the premium of one hundred 
guineas offered by the Duke of Northumberland, in 1851, rank 
the qualities necessary for a good life-boat as hereunder : 



Qualities for Eowiug in all weathci's, 

Sailing in all weathers, 

As a sea boat, as to stability, sufety, bouyancy at 

bow foi' launching, 

Small internal capacity for water up to the level 

of the thwarts, 

Means of freeing p^]y of water, 

Extra buoyancy ; its nature, amount, distribution, 

and mode of application, 

Power of eelf-righting, 

Suitableness for beaching, 

Room for passengers, 

ProtecUon from injury to bottom, 

Ballast; iron, 1, water, 2, corls, 3, 

Access to stem or stem, 

Timber heads for waips, 

Fenders, life-lines, etc., 



100 



This is, no doubt, a very fair estimate of the qualities 
considered necessary for boats for the coasts of Great Britain, 
where many of them are located in harbors of refuge, under 
pier heads or breakwatei's, where they can have the aid of 
steam tugs to get them to the scene of disaster, and also the aid 
of the men of the coast guard assisted by a dense population. 

Of thirty boats offered for competition described in the report 
alluded to and selected as coming near to tlie standard of 
excellence out of two hundred and eighty, the one to which the 
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award was given was bnilt by James Beecliiiig, of Great 
Yarmouth ; length, 36 feet over all, 31 feet keel, beam, 9i feet, 
depth. Si feet amidships, with 3 feet sheer ; amount of extra 
buoyancy in air, 300 cubic feet, or Si tons : internal capacity 
for water up to the thwai"ts, 5 tons; area of delivering tubes, 
276 square inches ; proportion of delivery ai'ea to capacity, 1 
to 64 ; weight, 7,504 lbs. ; ballast, 2 tons water, 4-ton iron 
keel ; draugfit of water with 30 men on board, 2 feet 2 inches ; 
oars, 12 double banked ; rig, 2 lugs; cost, X 250 ; outside a 
cork fender 6 inches wide by 8 inches deep, 7 inches below 
gunwale. The extra buoyancy is in air cases in the bottom 
and qR part of the sides and in the ends for a length of 8J feet 
to the height of the gunwale. Tlie water ballast there is a tank 
with compartments in the bottom amidships, 14 feet long by 5 
wide, and 15 inches high, containing 77 cubic feet, equal to 2 
tons, and an iron keel of 10 cwt. The delivery valves are 8, 
of 6 inches diameter, 4, of 4 inches; weight, 60 cwt., and 
gear 17 cwt., total, 3 tons 7 cwt. Can carry 70 persons ; keel, 
8 inches. 

The Committee awarding to this boat a premium of one 
hundred guineas, remark as to her qualities : 

" The form is good for pulling and sailing in all weathers ; 
in places like Yarmouth, where there are plenty of hands to 
laanch her, the weight would cause no difBculty. By means of 
the large raised air-eases in the ends ; the abscence of air-cases 
for a length of 10 feet amidships ; the introduction of 2 tons of 
water into her bottom, and the iron keel of half a ton, she 
would right herself when capsized, although, from her form, it 
would be difficult to capsize her. A passage or gap should be 
left in the large end of the tanks to admit of men approaching 
the ends. The deep keel, though favorable for sailing tuid for 
assisting to right her, will be objectionable in landing on a 
beaeh, and would render her more difBcult to turn in the event 
of desiring to put her end on to a heavy roller. The ai'ea of 
delivery valves is large enough to free her rapidly, so that with 
her crew on board only a few inches of water would remain on 
the floor. The air-cases being built into the boat, and a part 
of the shell, renders them liable to accidents; if this were 
remedied, and her intcraal capacity reduced, a 30 or 32 foot 
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boat on similar modei, with internal fittinj>'s sliglitly modified, 
would make an efficient life-boat, adapted for many pai-ts of oiu- 
ooast." 



H'ks on tlie Beeching Boat: 
Without undertaking to insist upon the acceptance of my 
views as entirely orthodox, and yet believing that the experience 
I have gained by long study and practice entitles them to 
consideration, I shall review the descriptions given and give my 
opinion for what it is worth. 

In the Journal of the Royal Institution for April, 1872, there 
is a plan of the boat now most approved, which is 33 feet long, 
8 feet beam, wherein the water-ballot seems to have given 
place to cork in separate compartments. This boat is said to 
combine the following qualities : great stability, speed, facility 
for launching and landing, immediate self-freeing of wafer, self- 
rightiag, strength, and stowage for a large number of extra 
persons. The principal objections to this premium boat for use 
on our coast are the weight and cost, and the steering by a 
rudder ; also, the deep keel would be very objectionable for 
landing and quick turning to meet a roller. The air-eases 
should be detachable. 

The recommendation of the Committee ns to reduced size 
and some change in the internal fittings, seems to have been 
carried out in the boat above alluded to, as adopted, by the 
Royal Institution. 

Another boat, by Geo. Palmer, which may be considered as ' 
near the extreme on tlie side of lightness, is tlius described : 

Length, 26 feet; beam, 6f ; depth, Zi; sheer, 20 inches; 
keel, 3 ; extra buoyancy ; air, 82 cubic feet, equal to 2} tons ; 
internal capacity up to the level of thwarts. If tons; area of 
delivery valves, none ; weight, 16 cwt. ; ballast, none ; draught 
with 22 men in her, 15 inches; 5' oars, single bank ; no sails; 
cost ^75. Form general like a wlialeboat ; has a cork fender, 
4 inches diameter, along the sides near the gunwale. The 
extra buoyancy is obtained by detached air-cases of wood, 18 
inches square, along the sides up to the level of the thwarts, 
and ui the bow aud stern sheets up to the gunwale, divided into 
12 compartments, and by the fenders'; no means of freeing of 
water except by bailing ; weight of the shell, 10 cwt., and of 
gear, 5 cwt. 
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Eetnarks of tlie Committee : 

" This boat wouM pull well, be Hght for transportation, easily 
manned, has small internal capacity for holding water, all good 
points in her favor ; but she would not be self-righting, the air- 
cases in the ends would prevent a near approach to the ends, 
she is narrow for her length, and her rising floor would be ■ 
unfavorable for landing. This model has generally been adopted 
by the Royal National Institution, and is said to have saved 
many lives." 

The principal objections to the form and fittings of this boat 
are the rise of floor, as noted by the Committee, would make 
her unfit for landing on a beach. The steering by a rudder, as 
represented in the plan, is very objectionable. She would not be 
self-righting : on the other hand, she would in the event of cap- 
sizing, be easily righted, and it would not be diflicult speedily 
to bail her out ; she could not be swamped ; is light to carry 
along shore ; and not costly ; with a steering oar, and less 
dead rise amidships, she would be much better for our coast 
than the heavy Beeching boat. 

Another by Lord John Hay, is described thus : 

Length 32i ; beam, H ; depth, including keel, 3.10 ; sheer, 
26 ; extra buoyancy, air 200 cubic feet, equal to 6 tons ; inter- 
nal capacity up to thwarts, 4 tons ; area of valves, 240 square 
inches; proportion,! to 6; weight, S2 cwt. ; ballast, none; 
draught, with 30 men, 18 inches; oars, 14 ; cost, ,£70. 

Remarks by Committee : 

"Form like a whaleboat, long flat floor, built of narrow 
sti-akes pinned together through the edges, (supposed double 
planked,) without timbers, of mahogany, and copper-fastened ; 
7 thwarts 25 inches apart, 9 below the gunwale, 11 above the 
floor; pulls 14 oars, double- banked. The extra buoyancy is 
obtained by an air-case under the floor, 20 inches deep ; air- 
cases in the ends for 6i feet, up to gunwale. These cases 
divided into compartments and detached from the shell, so as 
to be removable at wUl ; no ballast. The means for freeing 
her of water consists in five scuppers ou each side, 5 by 4 
inches, on a level with the flooring, the ai-ea of which is 240 
square inches. The water is led to the scuppers by a shoot or 
water-course under the thwarts, raised 4 inches above the floor 
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with tlie enti'aDce amidships, so that in rolling the water will 
not come into the boat through the scuppers. The provision 
for righting consists in the raised ends ; no sails ; steered by a 
sweep at either end. She can cari7 60 persons." 

Remarks by the Committee : 

" Tills boat will pull well in smooth water, but her light draft 
and large snrface in a strong wind and sea would retard her. 
She would sail fast going free, is light for her length and easily 
ti'an sported, has small internal capacity for water, (in fact none.) 
In experiments with the model, it w^s found that the entrance 
of the scuppers amidships delayed the exit of the water. An 
advantage of the side outlets over the usual valves through the 
bottom is that they would be less liable to be choaked in 
grounding. The provision for righting, namely, good sheer 
and raised end eases, fully answered the purpose ; mode of 
construction, good ; detached air-cases very good and the cork 
covering for their protection might be generally adopted ; a 
passage to within two feet of the stem desirable ; extra buoyancy , 
ample in amount, but its disposition questionable ; as a general 
rule, extra buoyancy should be placed high up ; in this model 
200 square feet of buoyancy are in the bottom, under the floor, 
which lies 24 inches above the bottom of the keel, or 5 inches 
above the water line, with 30 men in her, without any compen- 
sating ballast. The centre of gravity would thus be so high as 
to endanger stability, and were a sea to break into her, she 
would capsize; were this point remedied by substituting cork 
for some of the air cases in the bottom, she would be a service- 
able boat in a rapid tide-way." 

By substituting cork for half of the air and making a 
different arrangement to deliver the water coming over the 
floor, and fitting the oars to run with grommets, spreading the 
thwarts so as to give more room for the steersman and for 12 
double bank oare instead of 14, and reduce the keel near the 
ends to nothing, this boat would be well adapted to our coast, 
though long for her beam ; the detachable cases is an excellent 
feature to be commended for all life-boats. 

Another boat, by Henry Hinks, Appledore, is 30 feet long, . 
9 beam, 3 deep, 2 sheer, extra buoyancy, cork and air 105 
cubic feet equal to 3 tons, internal capacity up to thwarts 3^ 
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toaa, area of delivery 72 square inches, proportion of delivery 
to capacity 1 to l,6,weiglit 35 cwt., ballast nooe, draaght with 30 
mea, 18, 12 oars double banked, cost iCllO. Tlie body lilte a 
cutter, ends like a whaleboat, fiat long floor, built of maliogany 
and copper fastened, keel 5 inches and bilge pieces, cork fender 
5x5 outside, 12 inches below the rail or gunwale and near to 
upper side of air cases, bottom sheathed with cork 3 inches 
thick to water line. The extra buoyancy is obtained by air 
cases in bilge and side carried on a slope rounding towards 
amidships to the top of the floor or grating, laid 9 inches above 
the keelson, average width of the cases 18 inches by 12 deep, 
and air-eases 4 feet long in the ends, the whole comprising 16 
compartments, built into the boat, and to be lined with copper 
or gutta pereha and by the cork fenders ; no ballast. Provision 
for righting consists in the end cases ; no rig ; steered by a 
sweep at either end, will carry 40 persons. 

Bemai'ks of the Committee : 

" Form good for pulling in all weathers and would sail well 
fi-ee ; light for transportation and heavy enough to maintain 
momentum ; small internal Capacity and might be reduced to 
advautag-e ; area of delivery might be larger, but the gunwale - 
sti-ake about 10 inches deep between end tanks, being left out 
and the slope of the fore-and-aft cases running to the floor, 
much of the water shipped would roll out through the open 
upper strake. The provision for righting consists in the end 
cases, and the absence of any flat side cases whicli would enable 
her to right easily. An iron keel of 5 cwt. would insure this — 
all the cases are formed in the boat and liable to be stove, it 
would be better to have ail detachable, a passage should be left 
in the end cases for approach to the ends of boat ; with atten- 
tion to these details she would be a suitable life-boat for many 
parts of the coast." 

I consider the general proportions of this boat with the ex- 
ception of the rake of the ends, which ought to be greater, and 
the straight keel, as better for our coast than either of the pre- 
ceding ones, the keel should be reduced to 2 inches in centre 
and ronnded off to nothing, and give her a centre-board of iron 
which would make her weatherly under sail and add a trifle to 
her stability, the opening at the sides from the end tanks, about 
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10 inclies deep is a veiy good feature, tlie depth of the closed 
part being sufflcieot for a boat of her size say 21 inches amid- 
ships from the top of keel or garboard, this would enable her 
to right with a little help, the only objection I see to the opening 
IS the liability to stave the gunwale where the tholes and grora- 
mets ship by making this very strong there would be little 
danger of ruptnre while the fender remains iataet. 

Another by Farrow of South Shields, 30 long, 10 beam, 3.9 
deep, sheer 2*, buoyancy extra 200 cubic feet or 6 tons, internal 
capacity for water 3J tons, area of delivery 96 square inches, 
proportion to capacity 1 to U, weight 67 cwt., iron keel 5 
cwt., 65 cwt., water 8 tons, di-aughtwith 30 men on board 30 
inches, 10 oars double bank, no rig, cost ^eiSO. 

" Fonn similar to paddle-box boat, flat floor, raking stem and 
stern, full end-lines, 20 inches camber or round of keel, cork 
fender outside, 1 foot wide, 9 inches below gunwale, the extra 
buoyancy is obtained by an air case, 15 inches deep, fore and 
aft above the well, and 30 in the ends, by side air-cases sloping 
from gunwale to the floor, and end cases 6 feet long, the whole 
divided into compartments and built into the bi'at, extra buoy- 
ancy, air 6 tons, cork 2, ballast in a tank 14 feet long, by 15 
inches, extending from side to side of bottom, divided by trans- 
Yerse partitions to prevent the washing of water, with limber 
holes, the tank may be closed wlieu full and is provided with 
air tubes, and she has an iron keel, means of delivery are by 10 
tubes of 3* inches diameter ; provision for righting consists in 
the water ballast, iron keel, and end cases ; no rig ; steers with 
a sweep." 

Eemarks of the Committee : 

" Will pull well in smooth water, sail fast free, be buoyant 
and lively, be turned rapidly, but would not steer steadily ; 
small internal capacity for water, up to thwarts ; fair amount 
of delivery, but will bear increasing ; ample extra buoyancy, 
chiefly attained in the air-case under the floor : if, under any 
circumstances this is desirable, it is compensated here by the 
large amount of ballast ; but the difficulty of keeping the 
bulkheads tight, and the danger of the water finding its way 
into the bead or stem, induces the Committee to prefer cork in 
tlic bottom, which acts as ballast and buoyancy also in case of 
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emergency. Farrow claims to be tlie inventor of water-tank 
ballast, dating back to 1843. The system is now common. 
Provision for righting consists in g-ood sheer, end air-cases, 
water and iron ballast, ajid is ample ; a good passage is left 
free to the ends and room for sweep steering oar. She is a fair 
type of the Tyne and Wear life-boats. The builder gained the 
prize at South Shields, Dee. 1841, and at Newcastle, Mai'ch, 
1850." 

This boat has plenty of beam and rake of ends, as well as 
round of keel, in fact is an exaggeration of what I recommend 
in the last, and the ends are described as very full, like the 
nearly obsolete paddle-boz boat. She would be too heavy for 
our coast, — 5,600 lbs. The Committee say she would turn 
rapidly by her steering oar, which is a vitally important feature 
for a surf-boat. They also say she would not steer steadily ; 
from which I dissent, for if she can be turned easily that is a 
quality which if used aright will surely enable her to be steered 
straight ; a boat with a long keel of 4 or 5 inches deep, being 
bard to turn by the steering oar, is also hard to get straight 
when slewed by the sea or the griping under a press of sail. 
This boat is too rounding, and I should say that a boat with 
less would be a happy medium, so far as handling is concerned, 
between this boat and one with a perfectly straight keel. Less 
water ballast and more cork would improve her. I cannot 
appreciate the alleged difficulty of keeping the bulkheads in 
tank tight enough to prevent undue oscillation of the water 
ballast. 

Boat by White, of Cowes : 

" 32 long, 8 beam, 3 deep, sheer, li ; extra buoyancy 75 
cubic feet, or 2 tons ; water capacity to thwarts, 3 tons ; no 
delivery valves ; draft 12 inches ; 6 oars, single bank ; weight 30 
cwt. ; Hug sail; cost, dS 75. Form of whaleboafc, slightly rising 
floor amidships, moderate rake of ,ends, carvel built and copper 
fastened ; keel 4 inches, straight ; extra buoyancy is obtained 
by air-cases round the sides internally sloping from gunwale to 
floor, and end cases 5 feet long, divided into compartments and 
built into the boat ; no delivery valves ; provision for righting 
consists in the end tanks ; rig, 1 lug ; steers by a rudder ; 
draught with 30 men in her, 21 inches ; will carry SO persona." 



d by Google 



Remarks by Committee : 

" Form good for pulling and sailiug in all weathers ; a good 
sea boat ; light for transportation ; bas mucli less extra buoj- 
ancy tliau usual in life-boats, but is ample for common purposes, 
but the air-cases being built into the boat is objectionable ; 
the internal capacity for water is not large, but she has no 
delivery valves — no means of freeing l^rself of water save by 
rolling it out, which would be facilitated by the shape of the 
inside air-cases ; not likely to upset, but if upeet, the small 
sheer, with no bfiHast in water or keel, would not enable her to 
right herself ; has less beajn than usual, but might be well 
adapted to a rapid tide-way." 

This boat wants more beam and more rake of ends, reduction 
of keel to two inches outside of garboard, tapering off to 
nothing at the scarf; a long steering oar fitted to be used at 
either end, in place of the i'udder, as shown in the plan, and a 
centre-board. She is called light for an English boat, say 3,360 
lbs., but would be considered too heavy here. Air-cases nnde- 
tachable are always objectionable ; to have them movable would 
increase weight and cost. This boat would not capsize easily, 
but ought to be righted and bailed out without much effort. 
Boat by Lieut. E. Sharpe, R. N. : 

" 30 long over all, 23 keel, 8 beam, 3J deep, 2 sheer ; exti-a 
buoyancy 320 square feet cork, equal to 61 tons ; no room for 
water, consequently no delivery valves ; weight, 25 cwt. ; iron 
keel , 3 cwt. ; draught with 30 men, 2 feet ; 10 double bank and 
two single oars; Hug sail; cost; ^70. 

" Form of whaleboat, with less beam, long flat floor, very 
]'aking eiids, fender of cork outside ; extra buoyancy, cork only 
in bundles up to the thwarts, connected by rope, so as to be 
removed and made into a raft; room made for crew and 
passengers by removal of bundles ; a canvas cover over all the 
cork ; a cone of cork at each end, 5 feet long by 2i at base 
and rising above gunwale 6 inches : effective extra buoyancy 
equal to 4 tons ; ballast, a short flat iron keel IJ cwt. ; no 
internal capacity for water, (except where legs go,) any water 
coming in above the cover is to leave by an opening 5 feet long 
in the upper stroke on each side, opening outwards on hinges ; 
provision for righting consists in the end cones, the iron keel. 
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and 2 sliding keels to be nsed when necessary ; no sail ; steers 
with a sweep at either end ; will carry 20 persons ; *beam, 5 
feet; cost, ^35. 

Remarks of Committee, on the description, and not on the 
plans. 

" Fonn to pull fast in smooth water, but in a sea way and 
breeze would be difScult to steer, light for tfansporting and 
easy to launch, the raised cones and keel would enable her to 
right easily and her short keel would enable her to turn quickly. 
The characteristic feature of this boat is the filling inside up to 
the thwarts with cork whereby there is little space for water 
and great buoyancy acting also as ballast. 

" If sufficient buoyancy can be got by cork, and there is no 
evidence to the contrary, it is far preferable to air-cases, the 
best mode of distribution requires consideration ; in this case 
(the narrow boat) too much is sacrificed to the desire to form 
a raft, which does not appear of sufficient advantage to lose the 
space required for passengers and inconvenience to the rowers, 
the raised cones are objectionable as they interfere with access to 
the ends, one important advantage of this plan is that it is not 
liable to injury like air cases, and it can be easily applied to a 
common boat and much benefit would arise from thus fitting 
fishing boats, coast guard boats and any others subject to 
exposure to sudden gales and casualties." 

I highly approve of the general form of this boat, fiat floor, 
good sheer, some round of keel, fine ends, and rake enough to 
enable her to slew easily by the steering oar, this applies to the 
plan and not to the description above given, the plan gives beam 
8 feet while the description gives only 5, the principal objection 
I see to the plan is a want of standing-room for the proper 
handling of the steering oar; in order to give this room which 
is vital to a sm-f-boat, one thwart must be removed, the plan 
shows 7 thwarts, and the intention is to pull on five of them 10 
double bank short oars, and near the tapering ends on the other 
thwarts a somewhat longer single oar, making 12 oars, it will 
be better to have only the 10 short double banked oars, or 8 

! tolhcplan fioinwhidi 
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double bank and two single, ten men is crew enougli for a boat 
of 30 feet, the plan shows an open strake between the end tanks 
for a distance of 20 feet, so that she may be properly described 
as a solid cork buoy with spaces for the legs of the erew, the 
sliding keels alluded to are not distinctly illustrated in the plan 
and probably don't amount to much. 

The idea of connecting the bundles of cork together by ropes, 
so as to avail of them for making a raft does not appear to me 
to be practical; in the event of danger to a sinking vessel, if 
there were no other means for constructing a raft, this cork 
might come in play, but taking it out from under tlie tbwarts of 
this boat under sucb eircumstances would render the boat herself 
quite useless and it would obviously be better to keep tbe boat 
intact or remove only a part of the cork to make room for more 
legs, and have cork, or air rafts to save part of the people. 
Notwithstanding the obvious defects in the plan as above stated, 
I cannot but think the general plan of nearly filling the boat 
with cork can be made practically useful in deciding on a 
suitable life-boat for our coasts as well as for steamers. The boat 
in question is said to weigh 2,800 pounds, too much for us, 
though very light for an English life-boat; I dissent entirely 
from the idea of fitting fishing-boats in this manner, they require 
all the room they can get for nets, fish, etc. 

Boat by Joseph Francis, New York.— No plan given; 
described as hereunder. 

"27 long, extreme; length of flat 22, beam 7, 2^ deep, 
sheer 27 inches, rako 7 inches to the foot, built of corrugated 
galvanized irou, 6 thwarts, 15 inches wide, 21 apart, 6 below 
gunwale, and 20 above the floor ; air-cases under them divid- 
lag the boat into six sepai-ate compartments, each having a' 
delivery plug 3 inches in diameter on the side for the escape of 
water. A stout rope fender with life-lines attached to it is 
carried round the boat, 9 inches below the gunwale, extra 
buoyancy is obtained by cone shaped air-cases, ii feet long, 
which at their square ends rise 20 inches above the gunwale, 
and by air-cases under tbe thwarts, efi'ective buoyancy 75 square 
feet, or 2 tons, no ballast, internal capacity for water up to 
thwarts 110 cubic feet, or 3 tons, nothing in the model to 
show means of freeing herself; provision for righting by the 
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air-cases at the ends, no sails, said to carry 20 persons, 6 single 
bank oai's, and a sweep steering oar, draught with crew 20 inches, 
weight of boat 9 cwt., and of gear 4 cwt., cost £45." 

The metallic car is thus described: "a shallow flat boat of 
galvanized iron, ends alike, 26 feet long, 7 beam, 3J deep, 
straight stern and keel; it has a high cone shaped cover rising 
from each end to 4i feet above the gunwale amidships, where a 
space of six feet is left for the main hatchway; otherwise every 
other part is tight, the object being, alter communication is 
established, to put passengers in and drag them ashore through 
the surf unharmed, the testimonial accompanying tile model 
states that in the wreck of the Ayrshire on the coast of New 
Jersey, January 12, 1850, 201 men, women and children, and 
infants were landed in safety by one of these cats by the United 
States Sovemmenl, who in 1849 established 8 lite-boat stations 
10 miles apart between Sandy Hook and Little Egg Harbor, 
the stations are furnished with boats, cars, rockets and mortars, 
at a cost of ^62,000." 
Remarks of the Com mittee: 

"The corrugated galvaaizcd iron said to eomlnne lightness, 
strength, eeonomy. and durability; the light weight, it no more 
than sated rendei-s transportation easy, and her strength would 
enable her to land on a rooky beach nnharmed, the end case 
and tie absence of side cases might cause her to right. As a 
sarf-boat, it by that term is meant merely for landing on a 
heaeh,the shallow form might be suitable, but it is not adaptable 
to the' general purposes of a life-boat as used in this country to 
go off shore to a stranded vessel. The high end cases and Sat 
bottom would render her difficult to pidl against wind and sea 
' and hard to steer. Water shipped might perhaps be rolled out, 
otherwise there is no provision for freeing herself and with the 
crew on board it would be within 4 inches of the thwarts. The 
end cases prevent approach to the ends, a serious objection in 
approaching a wreck end on. The printed testimonials are 
much in favor of the metal boats, which are stationed on the 
coast by the Government, but with respect to the lite surf-boat 
there is a want of sufficient evidence as to the nature of the 
shore, the distance the boat had to go, the state of the weather, 
and of the sea, all of which are important points in considering 
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tlie subject; sufficient however is adduced to establish that in 
strength, lightness, durability and econoiny, metal boats have 
great advantages for pai'ticular purposes." 

" Since the above was written a full sized boat similar to the 
model has arrived; on weighing her she was found to weigh 19 
cwt. instead of 9; on trial, in smooth water, it was found that 
with plugs out and 6 men in her, the water stood level with the 
thwarts, and on adding 5 cwt. of ballast, the water rose to within 
3 inches of the gunwale, the boat turned over throwing her crew 
into the water and she lay still bottom up, and on the men 
taking hold of her to right her she turned over twice like a 
cask; thus proving that however fit she may be for a surf-boat, 
on the coast of America she is CLuite unsuitable, in her present 
form, for the genei'al purpose of a life-boat on any part of the 
coast of this counti'y," 

The description given of this boat differs considerably from 
any I remember to have seen, and I may say the same of the 
car, 26 feet long, 7 beam, etc., therefore I shall confine my 
remarks mainly to the things described; if the testimonial 
accompanying the model of the life-ear illustrating its actual use 
in the case of the Ayrshire in 1849, gives the idea that the 
fortunate car was like the description given by the committee, 
I can only say that it differs very much from the car illustrated 
in Francis blue-book, as well as from those belonging to the 
Hiimane Society of Massachusetts, bought of the Francis Life- 
boat Co., and said to be similar to the one which rescued the 
Ayrshire's people. The opening remarks of the Committee go 
for little when we come to read the postscript, wherein the weight 
of 1 full sized boat was found to be 19 cwt. and not 9 cwt., 
Triihmg probably fiom a typographical error. 

The tiial in smooth nater fully confirms the Unfavorable 
opinion I hnve foimod of the Francis Boat. It has long been 
the opinion of oui suit men that the metallic boats placed by 
the frovernment on the coast of New Jersey, and those given 
to the Missachusetts Humane Society by the same, are prac- 
ta^lly viluele'-s as surf boats. The Humane Society were 
very glad to receive and bouse these boats at the time, thinking 
there might be cases where ships with emigrants might find 
them useful. The Society have six situated at the following 
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points; Nantucket Bar, Monomoy, Chatham, Nausett, Glou- 
cester, Scitimte, they were handed over to the Society by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, June 5, 1855, since that time, so 
far as I remember, their recoi-d of services stands thus : Nantucket 
once manned in a comparatively smooth time, and found to pull 
"well ; Monomoy boat was made use of to take the crew off a 
vessel about 15 years ago, and having no very rough water did 
the work well ; Chatham boat has never been distinguished in 
saving life ; Nausett has been afloat two or three times, once 
in very cold weather within a year or two, but the wind was 
off shore, the sea noi rough, the seamen say that they would 
not have attempted to go off in her had it been rough ; the 
Scituate boat has never been utilized in saving life ; the 
Gloucester boat has been made useful on several occasions 
in boarding wrecks in comparatively smooth water, pulling out of 
the hai'bor, but has never been subjected to a severe trial. 

There can be no doubt as to the strength and durability 
under all changes of climate of the corrugated iron boat ; those 
we received of the Government in 1855, are perfectly good 
now and have required only painting; by fitting them with 
detachable end cases, large cork fenders, and air-cases inside 
sufficient to keep the water, with large valves open and ci-ew 
on board, down to five inches below the thwarts, they can be 
made very useful for ship's boats and for steamers. 

The Raymond Boat, also made of galvanized iron, not corru- 
gated, and fitted with detachable end tanks and air cases under 
the thwarts at the sides, is a very useful, strong, dm-able ship's 
boat, but I have never seen a Prancis or a Raymond Boat that 
can be said to fulfil the conditions of self-lighting, and self- 
freeing of water, which aie essential m a true life-lMDat. 

The object in giving these details and expressing these views, 
is to show to general reideis inteiested in the subject what 
kind of boats ai-e most appioved in Great -Britain, and to have 
the benefit of the experience ot experts in that line. In the 
above list, comprising only seven of the thirty most approved 
out of two hundred and eighty plans and models, a sufficient 
variety is given to illustrate the subject and to prepare the 
way for a discussion of their merits, and thus endeavor to 
inaugurate a system which shall be applicable to our coasts in 
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the vicinity of our principal ports, ond also to our passenger 
Tessels. 

The question as to the best veliicle is not easily answered. 
The question as to what will be the best surf-boat for the open 
beaches of New Jersey, Long Maud, Nantucket, Cape Cod, 
Cape Ann, etc., is still undecided, and after all my experience 
I cannot recommend any well known and well recognized 
system as appropriate to all these and other localities on the 
great lakes. Seamen brought up on the coast have their own 
ideas as to the kind of vehicle they require when they are to 
risk their lives to save life and property. Their wishes and 
their prejudices must, to a certain extent, be consulted. If, on 
the coast of New Jersey, they prefer the model which experience 
has taught them to reverence ; with a flat bottom, broad stern, 
sloping sides and considerable sheer, built of cedar or light 
corrugated iron, let them have such, but we must insist on it 
that no man shall go afloat, rough or smooth, without a cork 
life-belt, made after the English style, but slightly less buoyant 
and expensive, and every boat should be furnished with enough 
sijare ones contained in boxes under the thwarte to supply her 
full carrying capacity. She should have detachable end tanks, 
and outside solid cork fenders fastened half-way between the 
gunwale and the load-line ; they should be large enough to gjve 
stability when the boat ships water ; tliey will then be very 
valuable, though they will make it more difBcult to right her 
when capsized; this we cannot help. It is a very difficult 
question to decide as to the just medium between too much 
weight and too little buoyancy when she ships water. A boat 
built of light wood, 30x8 and 3 deep, need not weigh over 
1,000 lbs., and tlie chances are that a boat of this weight can 
be got off and on through a surf, the men being supplied witli 
life-belts, when no boat called a life-boat and deserving the 
name could be manned and got off <n the Jersey wast hy Jersey 
beach men. 

I presume the same remarks apply to the coast of Long Island. 

At Nantucket, where the surf is heavy and the beaches 
frequently steep, the surf-men prefer light wooden clincher-built 
boats, with large beam and considerable sheer, pulling long 
oars, single bank, and steering like whaleboats. By attaching 



d by Google 



IG 

vulcanized rubber cyliudera outside, or stout cork fenders, witli 
end air-easea, these boats will stand up with considerable water 
and a large crew in them, aad in case of being stoven, they can 
be got on shore with some risk and difficulty ; but the rubber 
cylinders are constantly giving trouble by imperfections in the 
valves and bellows, and the aii'-cannisters, unless made of heavy 
copper, deteriorate very fast and offer a prize to the rascals 
wlio infest our coasts and steal our ropes, oars, etc. ; for these 
reasons I have concluded to depend mostly on cork for extra 
buoyancy, and to limit this, so that a boat shall not weigh over 
1,500 lbs. with all her fittuigs. 

Leaving Nantucket, we' come to the Cape shore. In the 
vicinity of Chatham and Orleans, the sui-f-men use for their 
fishing and wrecking purposes, full built, fiat round bottomed 
cedar built boats, both ends alike, and they naturally feel 
confidence in them, and will risk their lives in them when 
nothing would induce them to attempt to lamicb a life-boat 
weighing a ton only. 

Going a little further to I'roviiicetown we find that they want 
boats more like whaleboats but with more beam, fair sheer 
and very much shoaler than the Orleans boats, very light built, 
boats that poll 5 oars, and that can be picked up bodily by five 
or six men, and run off to meet the rollers, it requires consid- 
erable urging to induce them to admit any extra buoyancy, or 
even to put on their belts. Now we cross over to Cape Ann, 
here the seamen have neai-ly all been long accustomed to hand- 
ling dories pulling short oars cross handed, the largest pulling 4 
and the rest 2 oars, a well managed dory will get off of a rough 
beach dry, when no other boat can, and are very useful at times 
in saving life by carrying off a line, etc., but they are worthless 
for landing numbers of clumsy passengers. Brought up to the 
short oar the Cape Ann and Marblehead men want double bank 
boats, therefore, as a general rule it is desirable to consult the 
people whom we are to call upon in time of need. 

Taking into view the prejudices and preferences of our coast 
men, giving due weight to their wishes, if I had the means and 
authority to inaugurate a system of boats, including durability, 
economy in the long run, and ability to command the confidence 
of the men who are to use them, I think I should build light 
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corrugated ii'on boats about 25 feet, 6^ beam, and 30 inches 
deep, with good sheer say 15 inches, flat midship section and 
not very fine ends with centre-boards, to {rail at Nantucket, 5 
oars single bank, elsewhere I should fit them to pull 6 short 
oars double bank and one at the bow thwart single, the stand- 
ing room should not be less in length than that of a whaleboat, 
say from the sternpost beeket to the after thwart about 8 feet, 
much dej)enda on the steering oar and it is most important to 
have plenty of room to operate it successfully ; on the outside I 
should lash secui'ely, cork fenders, made of solid pieces with a 
rope rove through the centre and cover them with the best 
cotton canvas, well sewed so as to exclude the water as long 
as possible ; these should be placed far enough below the gun- 
wale to clear the oars, but not far enough to drag in the water : 
say 6 mches below the gunwale amidships ; in the ends, an air 
cannibter of copper, or cork fastened together in a mass, suffi- 
cient to assist in righting her — more we cannot expect of them 
with the opposition of thS fendei-s ; under the thwarts, fore and 
aft, neaily up to them and for about half the length of the boat, 
I should lish on each side a cock float, say 12 or 15 inches in 
tliametei, to assist in keeping the boat somewhat manage- 
able ^hen ^he ships water, or is stove. If we attempt to add 
any more extra buoyancy the boat will be too heavy to launch 
"and to transport, and will not command the confidence of the 
beach men. The inside floats should be carefully covered with 
the best cotton canvas, so as to exclude water ; they need only 
to be stopped to the risings, and will be very useful sometimes in 
sending to a wreck, or in buoyuig up hawsers, etc. Everything 
should be detachable, so that if the boat be found too heavy, 
a part or all can be removed without cost and put back at 
pleasure. This is the best and simplest compromise I can 
recommend for our exposed beaches, where the population is 
sparse. 

As an experiment, I should very much like to sec a boat 
built of light wood or iron, as full of solid cork as will be 
possible and admit of room for the feet of the rowera and the 
steersman, and have valves well up on the side, sufficiently 
handy for the oarsmen to oi>en readily to let out water. The 
only objection to such a plan would be that the steersman must 
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have room, not only to stand lint to move round sliarp, and ibr 
this he would require an open space about 4 by 2i feet, 
sufficiently low down to handle his long oar. If the rest of the 
boat should hare space only for the feet of the men, in the 
event of shipping water, this standing-room would be flooded and 
the boat would be in danger by tipping by the stern, and thus 
interfere with readily handling her. The only way to get over 
this would be to leave a space forward equal in cubic feet to the 
standing-room aft to counterbalance the same ; these spaces 
being sapplied with delivery valves would clear themselves of 
water; all this being well, we should have to encounter the 
chances of getting water into one space and not into the other 
which might occur sometimes, I am of opinion, on the whole, 
that these spaces could be fitted so as to relieve themselves of 
water almost instantly by the aid of the large mass of cork. 
Another difficulty, that of want of room to take in as many at 
the least as the crew consists of, must be met by having certain 
blocks, removable, so as to admit th^feet of passengers ; this 
can be easily managed, all else being well. Cork of good 
quality although buoyant absorbs some water, and becomes 
considerably heavier by immersion and by long exposure to 
dampness — how much I do not know ; not enough I suppose to 
prevent its use in such a boat. 

I presume that masses of cork, made to shape in sections to 
fit the boat up to the thwarts, could be kept dry by covering 
them with cotton canvas, with or without paint ; but this would 
add to the weight and cost, and be constantly rotting. Again, 
it may be that the separate pieces of cork constituting the 
blocks could be economically cemented by marine glue or some 
light pigment, to keep out water from their interstices ; all of 
which are hints worthy of consideration in applying cork to 
boats. 
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ON MEANS FOE 
COMMUNICATING WITH WRECKS. 



In England, the Maiibj mortar, fully illustrated and 
described in a pamphlet dated 1826, was for some 
time the popular means for getting communication, 
and in this country a similar piece of ordnance con- 
tinues to he the medium, and as it is likely to be, I will 
say a few words as to its use. Manby's original mortar 
weighed, with the bed or block on which it was 
mounted, about 3 cwt,, and was said to carry by means 
of a 24-lb shot, a rope of 1^ inches 200 yards, or a 
dep-sea line 270 yards " against the utmost power of 
the wind." It was also recommended as suitable to 
throw out a grapnel shot carrying a rope strong 
enough to facilitate hauling a boat through the surf 
Manby also recommended and illustrated the use of a 
small mortar, which was exhibited to a Committee of 
the House of Commons, in 1814. The apparatus, 
including the line and frame upon which it was "faked," 
cartridges, tubes, port-fire, slow-match, all arranged to 
be slung by a strap over the shoulders, weighed only 
32 lbs.; the calibre of the piece 2 lbs.; the line of the 
size of a "log-line" was projected 120 yards. 

As " the utmost power of the wind," a rope '•' strong 
enough to haul a boat offshore," a " log-Hne," are very 
indefinite terms, no correct idea can be formed of the 
power of the Manby mortar from his own description. 
Manby connected his projectiles with the line to he 
thrown by tails or beckets long enough to reach two 
feet beyond the muzzle of the mortar, made of plaited 



d by Google 



20 . 

green hide. Maiiby justly places great stress on the 
laying of the line clear for running, and illustrates 
several ways of doing it. One very good method, 
especially for preparing the line in the dark is to "fake" 
it back and forth over pins standing np six inches, 
roimd the edge of a frame of wood ; this is an effective 
way of keeping the line from fouling; when made up 
and ready for firing, the frame is capsized, leaving the 
hne in a pile clear for running. Manby also illustrates 
a pistol with a box over the lock intended to keep the 
powder dry ready to fire the mortar; also a shell con- 
taining inflaraable matter and a fuse to be fired at 
night to illuminate the vicinity of the wreck, and 
enable the operators of the mortar to point it aright ; 
also a shell filled with composition, attached to the line, 
it has four holes in the side towards the powder and 
in being fired is intended to throw out tails of fire, 
like a rocket, so that its flight to the wreck may be 
correctly ascertained. It is not stated that these shells 
were ever brought into actual practice. 

Manby also illustrates a mode of placing anchors ofi" 
shore outside the broken water at all stations, con- 
nected by bridles, and these supported by a buoy, so 
that the grapnel anchor or shot could be projected 
and catch on the bridle or mooring rope, and thus 
furnish a means for hauling the boat off. I am not 
aware that this idea was ever carried out; on a rocky 
shore, where the bottom is not subject to changes, it 
might answer a good purpose and is worth considera- 
tion for some localities on our coast. But, in places 
like the Jersey or Nantucket, or Cape Cod shores, it 
would be useless on account of the shifting nature of 
the sands, and the liability to be carried away by ice, 

Manby having been long a resident on the seacoast, 
gives some very good general hints as to life-boats, 
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and among other things says, in speaking of the original 
boat of GreatheaiJ : " Sire is excellent for the entrance 
of a harbor where there is no difficulty in launching, 
or the aid of sails necessary, but her size and weight 
would render it impossible to launch her through a 
heavy surf The form is different from the boats 
peculiar to the coast. It is of the first importance for 
a life-boat to resemble as much as possible those which 
the pilots and beach-men are accustomed to and h,ive 
confidence in, not only because it is necessary to 
humor the prejudices of men whose services are 
required, but because whatever tends to increase their 
confidence, must in proportion increase the chance of 
saving life." 

Whatever may be said of the antiquated ideas of 
Manby, the above quotation will forever hold good. 
Manby also recommends all life-boats to be furnished 
with a short gun to throw a line from the boat to a 
wreck, where the nature of the ca«e renders a very 
near approach difBcult ; I shall alludo to the best 
means for effecting this further on. Manby also illus- 
trates several modes of getting people on shore, after 
having established communication by the mortar; one 
is by slinging a ships' cot with the bottom opened to 
let out water, and another a hammock padded outside 
by any convenient means for protection in landing on 
a rocky shore ; another by a snatch block and common 
sling. He alludes particularly to a case where the 
vessel cannot be reached by mortar line, or where 
there is no boat— the crew paying out a line by means 
of a cask or spar, but the undertow keeps it out of 
reach of persons on the beach— then some means to 
grapple it must come in play, cither by the small 
mortar or the anchor shot, or by throwing out a hand 
line armed with hooks to catch the rope. 
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Lastly, Manby gives some valuable suggestions as 
to making signals by motions of the arms, to be recog- 
nized on board of all vessels, and by black-boards, 
whereon can be written in chalk certain orders as to 
manipulating the ropes, etc. Notwithstanding the 
ancient date of Manby's work, it may be read with 
profit. Without taking up any more time in quoting 
from it let me proceed to quote from the report to the 
Duke of Northumberland, some of its facts and sug- 
gestions as to mortars, rockets, lines, life-boat gear, etc. 

Commander Jerningham's report to the Compti-oller 
of the Coast Guard, says, in brief: 

"That the experiments on Woolwich marshes gives 
the following results : 

Range obtained by Manby mortar of brass, 5^ inch 
calibre, elevation 33°, charge 10 oz. powder, being 
the mean of 20 rounds : 

In fine weather with llussia hemp line of 6-thread, 245 yds. 

" " " Manilla, same size, . . . 285 " 

Moderate weather, fresh breeze, hemp, . . . 2b7 " 

" Manilla, . . 279 " 

Strong gale, squally, elevation 28", liemp, . . 211 " 

» i' » *' " Manilla,. . 243 " 



He says, " a strong wind directly against the wind 
requires a less elevation than in moderate weather, 
28' to 3S° will be the best in blowy weather, and in 
moderate and calm weather 37°. The wind across 
the range will reduce the flight more than the wind 
directly ahead. Variation of ranges are so capri- 
cious that I have obtained the same results with 25° 
as 33°. The laws of projectiles require it to be kept 
in mind that the more horizontally the line can be fired, 
the less resistance. 
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'■The quality and charge of powder, is a matter of 
the utmost importance ; some addition must be made 
to the charge, when powder has been long kept in a 
damp boat-house. 

"With reference to the charge no more tlian 10 oz, 
ought to be used in the 5i inch brass mortar, and 
when the charge exceeds 12 oz. the large cylindrical 
shot should be used, the initial velocity being less 
than with a lighter shot, a manilla line laid up soft, 
and carefully made of best stock, will stand 16 oz., 
when 12 oz. will break russia hemp. The manilla 
lines are less liable to kink, 120 fathoms of 3 inch 
line, weighing 11 lbs. against 15^ lbs. for russia 
hemp. I found that the lines balled up after the 
manner of rope-makera spun-yarn, were more portable 
than on racks, as in present use ; were less liable to 
foul, and would always run out clear when taken from 
the heart of the ball, and require less space. 

"Manilla rope beckets may be made fast directly to 
the shot without the intervention of hide, the latter 
becoming stiff and breaking frequently after being long 
in store. One shot was fired 27 times with the same 
manilla strap without any apparent damage and is much 
less expensive and uncertain than hide. Manilla line 
will bear being coiled away when wet with salt water, 
it is especially appropriate for the lines of communi- 
cation between the shore and the wreck." 

In regard to charges, he says: 

" Not less than 6 oz. should be used, which in 
moderate weather and a 30-pound shot, will give 200 
yards; where a long range is necessary, requiring two 
hues of 120 fathoms, a lead shot, and a becket of U 
manilla fitted with a long running eye s6 as to allow 
of rendering, thereby obviating the sudden jerk, 
are requisite on the large cylindrical shot, (weight not 
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given.) These may be fired with 16 oz. powder, and 
will give in moderate weather a range of 350 yards 
with 37° elevation and in strong winds 280, with 28° 
elevation. 

" In case a wreclt is close, the bight of a larger line, 
carrying a small blocli, may be fired off with 16 oz. 
I have fired many lines after being wet, as they lay 
on the beach, with complete saccess ; but when time 
will allow, the line should be reeled into balls, and 
stored when dry, in canvas bags. If it is desired to 
illuminate the line, it can be carried in a covered tub, 
which being filled with oil and phosphorus will have 
that efiect. Experiments are in progress by Lieut. 
Colguhoun, for effecting communication at short 
distances by means of a hand-rocket. I have a small 
hand-mortar with a shoulder stocli to carry a leaden 
projectile and line 80 yards, as suggested by Miss 
Gurney, of Northrepps. 

" I enclose a sketch of an anchor-shot, which, after 
many anxious experiments, I can recommend to stand 
10 oz. powder fired from the 6! inch mortar, with a 
rope of li, 210 yards, in moderate weather, elevation 
33' and 160 in a gale. Its holding power on sandy 
bottom is equal to the strength of 12 men, and two 
such anchors would haul off any life-boat on the 
Eastern coast. The length of the -shank is 80 inches 
and of the stock 26 inches, flukes 30, weight 45 lbs. 
In the manufacture great care is requisite that the 
best iron be used, it should be capable of having a 
knot tied in a cold bar. The principal difiieulty I 
had to contend with was the breaking of the stock, 
but it was overcome, I have one. now which has been 
fired 17 times, and is still fit for use. 

« I found an ash stock stood well, but it held too 
much wind. " 
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In reference to these quotations, I have to remark 
that in the small iron mortare of the Humane Society- 
carrying a 12 lb. solid shot, and shell of about 9 lb., 
with fine manilla line of six-thread, manilla rope 
beckets of H inch, spliced into a sunken eye in the 
shot and shell, and 4 ounces of powder, we have 
obtained in moderate weather, ranges of 200 to 250 
yards with the solid shot. Against the wind, the shell 
cannot be sent so far, and its initial velocity, at the 
start, with 4 ounces powder is sometimes too great for 
the becket ; but, with the wind, it will go about as far 
as the shot, and being less costly and lighter there is 
economy in it. In the only 5^ inch Manby mortar 
belonging to the Humane Society, presented many 
years ago by the Royal National Institution, we have 
used in experiments both solid shot and shell, and find 
it difficult to insure the integrity of the lanyard or 
becket with over 8 ounces powder. We have several 
new mortars of same calibre, but longer, which will 
bear more charge, being mounted on heavy block 
carnages without wheels, calculated to stand a heavy 
recoil. The original carriages, although carefully made 
at the Navy Yard, l;ave been found too weak to with- 
stand the recoil of 6i inch mortars. Much depends, 
as Jeminghara says, on the quality of the powder, in 
fact, next to the integrity of the lines and beckets. 
Mis is the great point, and one which should be care- 
fully tested by government experts. My impression 
is that fine rifle powder is too sudden in its effects, and 
that we want coarser powder to start the heavy pro- 
jectiles more gradually ; but this is a question which 
I leave to experiments by experts. We have never 
attempted to fire 16 ounces powder from our heaviest 
mort-ars ; the recoil, unless the block is buried in the 
sand, would be great, and the line or becket be sure 
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to break. Our beaches are generally so steep that 
come near enough to be reached with small 
;s, except in certain localities, as off Nausett, 
and Peaked Hill Bars on Cape Cod, and off some of 
the beaches of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, and 
in these localities the "rips" or sand bars lie too far 
off to be reached by any mortar. In my experience, the 
ball is the simplest and best way of preparing the line 
for a first fire, taking care to haul out two or three 
fathoms from the heart of the ball; after once firing, 
to save time the line may be ranged along .the beach 
and will generally run out clear if carefully laid, but 
not so far as when dry ; the becket should be wet just 
before putting the shot in place. We have recently 
had made at the Navy Yard, some rawhide selvagee 
beckets, carefully marled down, which so far as tried, 
promise well ; but they must bo kept supple by oil. 
On the whole, I am inclined to recommend the man- 
ilia becket, because it can always be fitted from the 
general stores in a few minutes, and it requires no 
special care beyond keeping dry. The running eye, 
to which Jerningham alludes, ought to be tested 
against the usual splice. 

As to the means of communicating between the 
life-boilt and the wrecli, or between the shore and 
wreck, when near by. Various means, more simple 
and practicable than carrying a fire-arm, offer to my 
mind. A person accustomed to throw off a bluefish 
leaden bait, can easily throw by hand a cod-line by 
means of a leaden weight, 60 or eighty yards ; next 
to this a short shoulder-piece, say of inch calibre, can 
throw the same line attached to a stick fitted after the 
French plan, to be described further on, a distance of 
80 to 100 yards, according to the wind. It does not 
often occur that a boat cannot approach a wreck under 
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her lee, or anchor to windward and veer down to it. 
Stillj it is well in this discussion, to consider and to 
provide for all contingencies. The anchor-shot of 
Jerningham, and Manby's grapnel-shot deserve careful 
study. 

Among the fittings of a station on the English coast, 
I find: — Transporting cart, with 120 fathoms 3-inch 
manilla; a whip of U inch, 2 coils of 120 fathoms 
spliced together, rove through a 5 inch block, with 
its tail consisting of 4 small lines, 3 in balls and 1 in a 
tub; 4 round barbed shot, fitted with fuzes, weight 30 
lbs ; 2 cylindrical barbed shot, and two large oval long 
barbed shot, suspended under the axle, and 3 anchor 
shot in the cart; also the mortar and its bed ; ammu- 
nition box to contain 8 charges of 10 ounces, 16 of 8, 
and 8 of 4 ; port--fire, slow-match, pistol and tube-box 
or percussion caps, water-proof cartridges, hammers, 
shovel, 50 fathoms 1 inch line, to be used as stray-line, 
to be bent on to the outer end of the small Ime, spun- 
yarn, sheepskin to wipe mortar, beckets for shot, to be 
in the form of grommets of 1^ manilla, 1 foot long in 
the bight, and marled with manilla; tallies should 
also be attached to the cart to send off, marked, " make 
fast tail-block," "make fast this, and cast off whip." 
Full directions are given as to how to get the commu- 
nication, how to make fast the shore end of the travel- 
ling rope, by converting the cart into an anchor ; the 
plan of illuminating the line is detailed ; all of which 
though interesting must be left to the general intelli- 
gence of operators. 

As to the means used in this country for landing 
persons after the communication is obtained, a few 
words will not be amiss. A simple bowline hung to a 
snatch block, to travel by means of the whip or 
hauling line, has been used with success at Nantucket. 
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Kecently we have adopted the Beeching cork body- 
buoy with canvas legs, to be hung to the travelUng 
rope by a bridle. 

Next, for certain place?, anil for use where large 
numbers, or where women and children and sick 
persons are to be landed, a " balsa," made up of hoops 
strengtbened by battens and covered with canvas, 
with a man-hole and nozzle of canvas, strings, etc. are 
provided ; the form is that of two cones with their 
bases attached ; it weighs very httle, and has solid "ends, 
through which run,s a bolt with an eye on the outside 
for the hauling hnes. This machine, though never yet 
instrumental in saving Hfe, has been tried and found 
very good to haul back and forth on the water by the 
whip, or by travelling on the large rope if required, 
all of which will depend in practice on the nature of 
the shore and the state of the weather; ordinarily, on 
a sand beach, two persons could be got on shore dry 
in it with ease through a heavy surf, without risk of 
fracture. The persons being placed in it, could draw 
in the canvas nozzle and tie it, or hold it in their 
hands, or it can be tied outside, after placing them. 
This is a cheap and very effective vehicle, much easier 
to handle than our Francis metallic cars, about 8 or 
10 feet long and weighing some 400 or 500 lbs. 
Although it appears to be in use, I do not remember 
to have seen any detailed account of the performance 
of the anchor-shot in England. 

My attention was called about two years ago to the 
inventions of Mr. John B. Rogers, of London, for saving 
life, the principal feature of which is a projectile 
anchor, said to weigh 112 lbs.; it has three folding 
flukes, and is to be fired like Jcrningham's ; it has 
attached to it a block of peculiar construction, said to 
be free from all danger of choking by weeds, etc. ; this 



d by Google 



29 

block is to be carried with the anchor and a whip or 
hauling line to the wreck, without the intervention 
and loss of time by getting off a small line by mortar 
or rocket, or the anchor is to be planted outside the 
surf, to haul out a boat. Mr. Rogers also has a cone- 
shaped projectile of wood, to be thrown with the block, 
when not necessary to throw the anchor. 

In January, 1870, as I learn through an exhaustive 
hst of testimonials contained in a pamphlet on Rogers' 
projectile anchor, an experiment was made under the 
auspices of the Admiralty; the article says; "with 
the exception of one or two shght defects in the con- 
struction, which can be easily remedied, the trial was 
attended with complete success, and has firmly estab- 
lished the value of the anchor, the weight of which, 
thrown from an 8 inch mortar, with 12 ounces of large 
grain powder, was 134 lbs., and with block and line, 
200, the range was 134 yards and 2 feet.'" 

Another interesting trial took place in April, under 
Mr. Rogers's own eye, when it is said the anchor was 
successfully projected from a common howitzer. Again 
in June, experiments were made at Portsmouth, under 
the supervision of Capt. Boys, of the Excellent. 

The article from the Times, June 2, 1870, says : 

"An 8 inch ordinary mortar was used ; in the first 
experiment a projectile anchor weighing 128 lbs., 
with an expansive block, and a line of one inch rove 
in the block, was carried 1-56 yards with 8 oz. powder, 
and by these means a 3i inch hawser was passed as a 
continuous rope. In the second experiment, it was 
sent with the same charge and an elevation of 38", 
152 yards from the shore, by this the hawser was 
hauled off to the anchor and the ship's launch and 10 
men not assisting, were hauled off without tripping 
the anchor. In the third experiment, the cone and 
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block were thrown with same charge 163 yards. In 
the fourth experiment, 12 oz. threw the cone and 
block 217 yards ; an inch rope was used in each case." 

The Army and Navy Gazette, says, under date 
Sept. 10,1870: "that the Lords of the Admiralty 
have given Mr, Rogers £200 towards his expenses in 
testing the merits of his invention." 

The Liverpool Courier, of Oct. 1, 1870, says, " that 
a large party went down the river to see Mr, Rogers 
experiioent with his cone and a line of one inch, the 
first shot out of a little 3^ inch mortar firing a 12 lb. 
projectile with 2 oz. powder and an elevation of 45", 
sent the cone up 150 yards, and it fell at 80 from the 
operating steamer. It was again tried at a low eleva- 
tion with the same charge, and then carried the cone 
and line 200 yards. On the third trial a very light 
line was sent in a straight line upwards of 400 yards, 
but the line fouling broke and the cone and block 
were lost." 

The Daily Post, of Liverpool, 3d Oct., gives the 
first shot at 2((0 yards up, and considered it a valu- 
able test of the power to get a line up a cliff, the 
second shot at 250, and at the third fire with more 
powder and a finer line, it went 400 yards, this 
account states that the model mortar weighing 8 lbs., 
threw a 3 pound projectile and line 80 yards with a 
thimble full of powder. 

The coxswain and crew of a life-boat at New 
Brighton, having seen the experiments, say : " we 
consider the invention far supei-ior to the present 
rocket system." 

In Nov. 1870, at a meeting of the Royal Naval 
Reserve Club, Mark Lane, sundry resolves were agreed 
on, from which I quote only one: "considering the 
number and variety of experiments this invention 
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bas gone through, with the sanction and approval 
{and the assistance) of the Admiralty, this meeting 
strongly recommend its adoption by that excellent 
and valuable body known as the Royal National Life- 
boat Institution." 

In December the Shipping and- Mercantile Gazette, 
says : " a final trial of Rogers process -will take place at 
Shoeburyness shortly, at the expense of the Board of 
Trade." 

On receiving the above important facts the 
Humane Society of Massachusetts, took measures to 
try Rogers apparatus and procured permission to 
have it done " Secundum artem" at the Watertown 
Arsenal, the writer requested Mr. Rogers to ship per 
United States Ship Worcester when she returned from 
her mission of mercy, a perfect sample of the appar- 
atus, but it was never sent. 

In answer to my inquiries as to the Rogers anchor, 
Captain J. R. Ward, Inspector of the Royal National 
Society, informed me on the 31st January, 1871, that 
a trial would be made at Shoeburyness, as above stated. 
I have never been informed of the result of that 
trial, if it took place. Captain Ward, who has had 
great experience in hfe saving means, expresses the 
opinion that the Rogers apparatus will not take the 
place of the Boxer rocket, nor does he think it desir- 
able to throw off a double line and block in preference 
to a single one; the anchor shot ho thinks would be 
very likely to attach itself in the wrong place. 

Captain Ward also says that where the boats of the 
Royal Institution are not locomotive by land, they 
have permanent anchors and warps laid down during 
the winter months, and where there are transporting 
carriages, they can be launched from them without the 
aid of an anchor, and where the shore is flat, anchors 
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would be of no use, as they could not be thrown far 
enough to haul a boat through the surf. He says, also, 
that Rogers succeeds in throwing an anchor by a 70 
lb. mortar to a much greater distance with the block 
and double line than he expected. I shall take 
meaisures to ascertain the result of the experiments at 
Shoeburyness. The testimony I have quoted above 
still leaves a considerable margin to hope that the 
Rogers anchor may be utilized in this country where 
we have no Boxer rocket apparatus. 



THE BOXER ROCKET. 



I learn from a letter of Thomas Gray, Esq., Secretary 
of the Board of Trade, Whitehall, London, of date 
12th June, 1867, that the Manby mortar has "been 
almost entirely superseded by the "rocket, designed by 
Lieut.-Col. Boxer, R. A,, of the Royal Laboratory, 
Woolwich. It consists of two rockets arranged end 
on to each other in one case. The effect is that on 
the first rocket being expended, after reaching a 
certain distance, the second takes fire and completes 
the range. With it is used a line made of Italian 
hemp, of 500 yards, weighing 46 lbs." With the 
letter from which I have quoted, there came drawings 
of the rocket and apparatus, as well as a book of 
instructions for the use thereof, from which I extract 
a portion, showing how completely the organization 
is carried out. 
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"The inspecting officer of coast guard is respoasible 
for the efficiency of the mortar and rocket in hig 
division. They are inspected and exercised once a 
quarter ; one or two, but not more than four shots 
may be fired, and the whole operation of setting up a 
hawser and hauling persons to and from a tree or flag 
staff to be gone through. Annual report to be made 
by inspectors to the Board of Trade. The number of 
rockets to each apparatus is 18 ; lines, 2 or more." 
The apparatus is described as hereuiider, 
"A spring cart with broad or narrow tires, to suit 
the coast, fitted with lamps, drag ropes similar to field 
artillery, box witli stores, and a water-tight compart- 
ment for carrying the rockets, crutches for the tubes, 
staves and triangle, boxes with faking pins for the 
lines, a 3 inch manilla hawser 40 to 120 fathoms, 
according to the steepness of the shore, a whip 1 i inch 
manilla, double the length of the hawser, rove through 
a block with a tail of two fathoms, the ends of whip 
spliced together so as to make an endless rope." 

Here let me say, the block should have a swallow 
large enough to pass freely a snug eye-splice, to be 
made in each end of the whip, whereby the turns can 
be taken out the more readily and the whip spread 
along the shore; if spliced together to make a perma- 
nent and continuous rope as above quoted, the whip 
will be likely to get full of kinks. 

To go on with the abbreviated instructions; "a slung 
buoy with petticoat breeches, in which to place a per- 
son to be hauled on shore ; a traveller or inverted 
block attached to the buoy to carry it along the haw- 
ser by the whip or hauling line." Note. — I have 
adopted for this traveller an iron ring and eye, the 
ring covered with trucks so that it cannot well choke 
by seaweed, ice, etc. This I consider better than a 
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block, "a taclde for setting up the hawser, 3 small 
spars arranged for a triangle to raise the hawser clear 
of the crest of the waves, an anchor with one fluke, 
whereby to set up the hawser — a good substitute is a 
plank with a piece of chain to be buried in the sand 
or earth, a red flag and staff, and a lantern with a red 
lens, two spades, a shovel and pick, a selvagee strap, a 
light hand-barrow ; three sets of tally-boards, 9 by 5 
inches, with directions (written in French and English,) 
to be sent off to the wreck." Note. — In some cases 
we have used india rubber pocket books with parch- 
ment tallies in them, and in other cases a strong bottle 
has been sent off by the small line with directions to 
await the fall of the tide or the coming of the boat, 
etc. "Long light of Boxer's 1 box, 18- signal rockets 
showing white and red stars, 2 heaving sticks with 
lines." Note. — A bluefish line and its leaden bait and 
hook 6an be thrown 80 yards or more. "A hawser 
cutter, a tarpaulin to cover the cart and to lay on the 
beach to coil the whip on, two of Capt. Ward's life- 
belts, and two life-lines." Note. — All the rockets 
and illuminating gear with mortars, powder, shot, etc., 
are supplied by the War Department. " The mortar 
fittings consist of, mortar 5^ inch, bed, round 24-lb. 
shot, oblong 24, with fuzes, copper friction-tubes, and 
L. G. powder." 

As space does not admit of recapitulating ail the 
details contained in the book of instructions, I shali 
content myself with extracting only sufficient to turn 
attention in the right direction. 

" Eight men required for full drill of the rocket appar- 
atus, hawser, lines, etc., four of these belong to Coast 
Guard attached to station, the rest called from other 
stations or volunteers ; exercisp to be on shore, so as 
to recover. the shot, measure range, etc. ; Coast Guard 
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men not paid for exercise, unless they travel over four 
miles, for the excess three pence a mile paid. Under 
the Shipping Act, horses and carts can be taken, but 
it is best to understand with near residents as to loan 
of these in ciise of emergency. The Inspector or 
Custom's Officer, has power to command all present 
to assist at a rescue, any one refusing can be made to 
pay £50. The elevation of the Boxer tube to be 35 
to 38 degrees, depending on the wind. The first ^hot 
to be fired from the bos, tilted in the direction of the 
wreck ; afterwards, to save time, from the beach ; 
great care necessary for first shot, as a wet and dirty 
line does not go so well." 

Here follow details as to the mauagement in getting 
off the hawser, etc. 

Remuneration to Coast Guard men, etc. : 
" When going to a wreck and saving life, 2 shillings 
to each, otherwise, 1 shilling. In cases of special 
importance, if the inspector approves, more will be 
paid, others assisting may be recommended for pi^y. 
Chief officers at stations paid double the men when 
assisting at a wreck. In no case where lives are saved 
by apparatus is salvage to be claimed on the ship. 
Volunteer companies to be encouraged and assisted 
by Coast Guard. To these apparatus will be found, 
rent of house paid, and remuneration awarded by the 
Board of Trade, according to the circumstances of 
rescue, perfection of drill, etc. Volunteer brigades to 
be subject to order of the Senior Officer of Coast 
Guard, if present, or Senior Custom Officer; in their 
absence, to the Senior Officer of the brigade. Rates 
of pay for volunteers, for exercise, 2 shillings each, and 
at wrecks, from 2 shillings and 6 pence to £l, according 
to circumstances, the limit as to the number in each 
case, 25." Here follow details as to the drill of rocket 
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brigade, too long to copy, but from wbicli the following 
brief hints are extracted. 

" Coast Guard stations occur all along the coast, fire 
guns by day, or burn lights or rockets by night, to call 
the crews. Each man works by his number in moving 
to the scene of wreck, similar to the drill of guns in 
vessels of war; every man has his special duty to do ; 
. many stations baving old men-of-war's men, use the 
boatswain's call in drill and service." 

I have before me a detailed drawing of the Boxer 
accelerating rocket and iittingSj from which is seen 
that the details are most carefully got up. There are 
plain drawings of all the parts and of the manner of 
manipulating tbcm. The explanation warrants some 
further notice. It is "A compound rocket, so arranged 
that when the first rocket has expended its force, the 
second is ignited and gives a new impulse. By this 
arrangement of the force an increased range is obtained 
without breaking the line, (which would occur if the 
force of the two were applied to the first start) The 
line is attached to the stick, passing along the side of 
the rocket case, by a knot in the end, which passes 
through india rubber washers ; this relieves the sudden 
shock of the start. The rocket is fired both by a lock 
attached near the tail of the case, or by a fuze and 
port-fire. The ignition of the second charge should 
take place when the rocket has reached the highest 
point of the trajectory, or just beyond it." 

I have been thus particular in describing the Boxer 
rocket, because I desire to call the attention of our 
legislators and governors and their servants to the 
importance, as we progress in the scale of nations, of 
inaugurating the best means in use in older countries 
for diminishing the dangers of the sea. I would also 
call the attention of the government to the propriety 
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of striking off a suitable medal to be awarded to ail 
who may have the good fortune of distinguishing 
themselves through the instrumentalities afforded by 
the government stations. 

"Victoria, by the grace of God, etc., etc.," in 1866, 
instituted a decoration styled the Albert Medal, a gold 
oval-shaped badge inscribed "for gallantry in saving 
life at sea," to be given upon the recommendation of 
the Board of Trade. It is wisely provided that if any 
one holding the decoration shall be guilty, in the 
opinion of the Queen, of any conduct which ought to 
disquahfy him from holding the badge, it shall be for- 
feited, and every person before receiving it shall enter 
into a contract to return it if called for. This is an 
example worthy of imitation by our government. 

This book of instructions, from which I have made 
such liberal extracts, closes by giving directions for 
restoring suspended animation, by Drs. Marshall Hall, 
and H. R. Silvester's methods, with illustrations of the 
manner of handUng the body. These instructions 
are posted at all the stations and circulate throughout 
the country and colonies and in the navy and coast 
guard service. 

The Humane Society of Massachusetts would long 
since have adopted the Boxer rocket if it could have 
afforded means for buying, drilling and keeping the ap- 
paratus in order. It will be found much more portable 
than the mortar apparatus and has a longer range and 
can be seen in its flight at night, when a shot or shell 
cannot, unless the latter be filled with some inflam- 
able material. The use of the rocket is held under 
letters patent in England and can only be procured 
from the manufacturers, with whom Col. Boxer has 
bargained for its use. 
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The cost of a complete set of Boxer rocket 
apparatus, as I learned in 1867 from the manufac- 
turei-s, J. & A. W. Birt, Dock Street, Nos. 3 and 4, 
London, as per list : 24 rockets and sticks, 20 lights, 
20 port-fires, 24 primers, 28 port-fire primers, handles, 
3 lines, 3 line-boxes, whip and hawser, tally-boards, 
blocks, sling-buoy, triangle, 2 Ward belts, and life-lines, 
flag, lantern, tarpaiilin, anchor, axe, spade, hand- 
barrow, straps, 36 tubes detonating, 36 fuzes, 74 washers, 
36 pins, rocket-frame, diagrams, and packing, is £125 
cash, exclusive of the shipping charges. 

Some correspondence was had with the U. S. War 
Department, on the subject of making the Boxer 
rocket at the U. S. Laboratories, after procuring per- 
mission from Col. Boxer. Major Gen. Dyer, Chief 
of Ordnance informed me Aug. 5, 1867, that if we 
could not get them made by private parties, an order 
would be given to make them at Watertown, but as 
Col. Boxer had arranged his business with the Birte, 
for the manufacture and sale, nothing further could 
be done, than to import a set ; this the Humane Soci- 
ety was not in a condition to do; or was not called 
on to do by reason of my absence for two years in 
Europe. 

For many years the Dennett rocket was used in 
England, and it was tried here by the Plumane Society, 
but it was foimd to deteriorate very much when 
exposed to the changes of climate and sometimes it 
bursts prematurely ; its use has therefore been discon- 
tinued, the Boxer rocket costs in England about ten 
shillings, rendering it expensive to exercise on a 
large scale. 

I will now proceed to speak on the subject of 
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Instructions tor the Organization and Manage- 
ment oj" THE Life-boat and Mortar Apparatus 
01^ TiiE Royal National iNSfrruTiON oe Great 
Britain. 

Without organization all our efforts in the direction 
of saving life will be feeble or useless ; unless the 
establishments lately decided on, upon onv coasts 
under the prestige of the Government, are to be 
cared for, by well paid competent men, they will 
prove failures. In the discussion of this subject we 
may get some valuable hints from the rules of the 
Eoyal Society. I shall therefore quote liberally from 
the regulations of that body, date 1880. 

" 1st. The crew of a first-class boat consists of first 
and second coxswain, bowman, and as many oarsmen 
as there are oars. 

"2nd. For every boat an equal number are enrolled, 
the first to form the regular crew and the rest to fill 
vacancies and absences, 

"3rd. They are to consist of men living near by. 

"4th. Salary of first coxswain £8 per annum. 
When required to go afloat to save life, they will 
receive 10 shillings by day, and ^£1 at night, and for 
going on exercise, 5 shillings in rough weather, and o 
shillings for smooth. 

"5th. If money be received as salvage of property 
two shares to be reserved for the local committee, for 
the maintenance and repair of the boat, the remain- 
der to be divided among the coxswains and crew. If 
the salvage paid be for the saving of life, no portion 
to go to the crew." 

A note to this says: "Salvage for saving life shall 
be, according to Shipping Act of 1854, Section 459, 
payable by owners prior to any other claim ; but as 
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the life-boat crew are paid by the Society, it is desir- 
able that no demand be made except under extraordi- 
nary circumstances and the sanction of the Central 
Committee obtained." 

" 6th. If local rewards ate obtained for special acts 
of gallantry it is recommended that the award be 
paid to the crew. 

"7th. At each station is a local Committee to govern 
the movements of the boat. 

"8th. The boat to be put afloat for exercise once a 
quarter; preference to be given to rough weather. 

"0th. Committee to make quarterly report in regard 
to condition of apparatus. 

"10th. Boat to be kept on her carriage in boat-house 
with all gear except perishable articles which must be 
secured from damp. 

"11th. Three keys kept in different places with the 
address painted on the door, one with coxswain, and 
two with the local Committee. 

" 12th. In the event of a call, coxswain assembles 
his crew, and if any are absent he is to call for volun, 
teers, to be paid like the crew. 

" ISth. If the wreck is distant the coxswain to press 
horses into service. 

" 14th. Eeward of 7 shihings to the first man who 
brings news of a wreck out of sight of the station." 

15th. As to signals by day and night to call crew. 

IGth. As to manner of boarding the wreck. 

" 17th. On boarding, the saving of life io he the first 
and sole consideration. No goods or baggage to be 
put in to the danger of the boat. 

" 18th. On landing men from wreck, notice to be 
given to the 'Fisherman's and Mariner's Benevolent 
Society.' 
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"i9th. No one to leave in a life-boat except the 
crew or hy the sanction of Committee 

"20th. Boat not to be used to take off an anchor, 
nor for salvage of property, stores, pilot, or orders, so 
as to interfere with private enterprise, except by 
permission of Committee. 

"21st. Relates to the preparations to be made by 
the coxswain when the weather looks bad. 

" 22nd. In winter, in certain places, it is recom- 
mended to place an anchor oif shore with buoy and 
line ready to haul off the boat. 

" 23d. Coxswain to keep a journal to be sent after 
each service on wreck to the Society in London. 

"24th. Instructions and illustrations for restoring 
suspended animation to be posted in boafc-house and 
to be always carried in the boat. 

"25th. On returning from service the boat to be 
hauled up, and the first fine day examined, dried, eto. 
" 26th. Coxswain held responsible for the efficiency 
and good order of his boat and gear." 

The above general regulations are very much cur- 
tailed, others are given as to the time of painting, 
inspection after winter, etc., etc. 
The gear of a life-boat consists of; 
1st. For 32 foot boats, anchor 75 lbs., secured to 
the platform of the boat; cable GO fathoms, 3i inch. 
2nd. Grapnel 25 lbs. 
3d. Spring for cable. 

4tli. A norman to ship in step of mast for towing, 
or riding at anchor. 

5th. Set of oars with lanyards, and a spare oar for 
every two men. 

6th. Iron thole-pins, grommets, and spare ones. 
7th. Two steering oars, and two boa^hooks. 
8th. Two hand-grapnels, and heaving-lines. 
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9th. One axe, and two hatchets in each boat. 

10th. Life-buoy and line of \i manilla lines over 
the side knotted, for life-lines. 

11th. Boat compass and binnacle where necessary. 

12th. Spy-glasa, port-Bres, Lantern, etc. 

13th. Hand-rocltets for throwing line to wreck. 

14th. Hand lead and line. 

16th. Hammer and nails, sheet load, chisel, 
marline-spike, grease, oakum, etc. 

16th. Cork belt for every one of crew. 

17th. Keg of water. 

18th. Boat-carriage, and gear. 

19th. Chest of small stores. 

20th. Mast, Sails, etc. 

RtrTS AND Gbnbeil Meahs, fok Sating Life at 
Sea and on Shore. 

1st. Within my experience comes the raft, called by 
its present owners, the "Monitor Baft," originally 
known as the Perry Raft. 

A three cylinder raft went to England under sail, 
leaving New Tork June 12, 1867, arriving, July 26. 
The raft consists of two or more air-tight cylinders, 
incased in heavy canvas and connected by canvas 
flanges forming when inflated a sort of deck, the 
whole distended into shape by a frame of wood and 
thwarts, and so arranged that it can be put together 
and inflated by an inexperienced crew after once 
seeing it done, in eight minutes, and the air let out 
and packed in about the same time, the time of 
inflating may be shortened by having larger valves 
and bellows, an experienced crew can inflate it in less 
time. The vulcanized rubber cylinders are the reser- 
voir, the canvas is mainly for protecting them, and 
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preventing rupture. It is very compact when made 
up and can be thrown over board from a high vessel 
without injury. 

The following extracts from my report of a trial in 
Sept., 1870, will show that I have perfect confidence 
in the Monitor raft. 



ExTItACTS FROM RePOKT TO HuMANE SoCIETV. 



I have recently tried the moaitor raft sent by W. C. 
Tiionip3on, President of Baft Compatiy, and have accepted 
it. I went first to Provincetown, in the Revenue Cntter 
Vigilant, exercising the men on the way in preparing and 
paciting the machine. About eight minutes are required to 
inflate the cylinders and get ready to launch, and about the 
same time to let out the air and pack up. On arrival at 
Provincetown, the raft was inflated, thrown overboard, and 
thirteen men landed on the beach, pulling six oars, and the 
raft was packed and carted over to the shore near to Peaked 
Hill Bars, inflated in seven minutes, and put off the beach with 
an officer and six men of the cutter's crew, the sea was not 
rough enough to make this a fair trial of the utility of the raft. 
I also manned it with seven men of the locality, and they shoved 
off and went through and beyond the breakers on tlie bars and 
landed much pleased with the perfonnance ; the cutter's crew 
manned it again, and shoved off and pulled round to Herring 
Cove, along shore eight or nine miles, within the outer breakers, 
until they met the cutter, while I drove along shore to see the 
performance. 

Not deeming the surf sufficient at Oape Cod, I proceeded to 
Nantucket, arriving off the Bar on the 8th. We launched the 
raft and proceeded for the shore, accompanied by a whalehoat 
manned by Nantucket men. In pulling in about three miles 
the whaleboat beat the raft about one-third, showing vci-y fah' 
speed for the latter. 



d by Google 



TJie raft was immediately landed, rolled up, put on a cart and 
taken to the South Shore, where we found a heavy surf ; inflated 
the raft, with new hands, in about eight minutes, and haying 
fully stated its qualities, according to the theory given in books, 
I called for volunteers to man it and go through the heavy 
breakers. After a good deal of delay, and with expressions of 
confidence in its safety by myself, as well as by Mr. Wilson, 
who was sent on by the raft company to teach us how to use it, 
only three men came forwiird ! It was quite clear' that while 
neither the agent or myself were ready to lead a crew, the 
beach-men of Nantucket would not have confidence enough to 
push off. The surf was large and ran very furiously, frequently 
breaking from one-quarter to one-half a mile oif the beach, I 
had great doubt if any of the surf-boats, dories, or life-boats, 
would have ventured to launch in such a surf, unless prompted 
by an earnest desire to save life, or to establish the first claim to 
a rich salvage from a wreck. The trial was therefore abandoned 
for that day, and the considerable crowd returned disappointed 
to the city. On the 9th, arrran^ements were made for a crew, 
and we went again to the South Shore. The surf was consider- 
ably less than the day before, but still running too high to 
permit of any of tlie habitual fishermen going off on their daily 
work in dories. I induced a young man named Gardner to 
carry off a tub of whale-line, two hundred fathoms, and plant 
two dory anchors outside the inner rollers. After a delay of 
nearly half an hour, watching for a smooth time, the little shell 
was pushed off, and gallantly riding over the smooth rollers, 
planted the anchors and returned safely to the shore with the 
end of the whale line. The operation was very exciting ; 
sometimes the dory would meet a roller and jump it, just 
as it was going to curl over, and disappear behind it, and 
again, she would wait or back in a little and allow a huge 
breaker to spend itself outside of her. In coming in, a wave 
ran her up within reach of the men on the beach, when she was 
hauled up. Having now established a line, it was rove through 
a block at each end of the raft and the slack line hauled in ; one 
man got upon the raft, and five or six others watching a chance, 
it was shoved off and easily hanled beyond the regular surf 
hy this one man, and again landed ; then the whole crow got on 
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it, seTeti ill number, and hauled off and on, gradually getting 
confidence, until very soon they purposely veered in, so as to 
receive the worst " coamei'^," then I ordered them to weigh the 
anchor, and permit the raft to drift in without any guidance 
from oar or rope, the people on the beach merely hauling in the 
alack of the rope ; she came, sometimes taking the surf on her 
end and sometimes on her side ; finally, she was thrown high 
np by a huge roller, and as her stem touched the sand, the bow 
flew round and the men were thoroughly drenched by the curl 
of the surf, but all held on securely and seemed to like it. 
As soon as she touched the beach all hands jumped off, and 
assisted by willing hands, hauled the raft up. 

Every man present felt convinced that no life-boat could have 
been submitted to such an ordeal without being rolled over and 
over. It was made clear that the raft cannot be upset nor 
submerged by any amount of sea. "Speed in surf-ioats and 
dories is essential to safety, as they must be able to meet and 
to retreat quickly from coming rollers. The raft does not need 
speed ; once clear of the sand, she can go ahead safely, without 
paying any attention to the coming hreaher. I do not mean to 
say, that it would always be expedient to wet the crew, when 
by delay, or quickly going ahead or astern, a breaker might be 
avoided ; but I mean to say, that nothing more than a wetting 
would result from meeting the crest of a very large breaker. 

The reasons for not going off and on nnder oars, were, first, 
that the rowlocks and steering-oar, as well as the seats, are.too 
low to permit of laying out full power, and next, the men were 
thoroughly wet and had no change of clothes at hand. 

Necessary alterations in the rowlocks -and the seats will be 
made, and a surf-boat on hand for a competitive trial, if a good 
surf exists. 

I think the raft can carry out an anchor of 1,000 to 1,500 lbs. 
and a lot of stout hawser, with a crew of seven men, or if a 
hauling line be first established, with only men enough to tip 
off the anchor from a. lifting plank. If this can be demonstrated, 
the raft will become a very popular institution with wreekere as 
well as humanitarians. 

In continuation of my report I have to say, I went to Nantucket, 
and on the 23d launched the monitor raft through a considei-able 
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surf and rclanded safely, carrying an anchor weighing o?er 
1200 lbs. besides the stock. No surf boat could have done 
it, none would attempt it. The raft was manned by seven ex- 
perienced surf-men and was hauled off by the aid of a whale 
line and a small anchor planted outside the breakers. After 
landing the anchor the raft was again launched and rowed to the 
westward, where a heavier sarf prevailed and was manoeuvred 
in it sufficiently to establish the fact in the minds of all present 
that it can do safely what no surf-boat can do. 



The prospectus of the Eaft Company furnishes ample 
evidence of its utility, by naval officers and others. 
A letter from J. W. Smith, Commander of the Santiago 
de Cuba, says, while laying off Graytown : "December 
11, 1866, 4, p. M., launched raft and sent 25 soldiers on 
it with knapsacks mid four days rations to land on 
the beach. The Norther had increased and the sea 
and surf were violent, all landed safely, not even 
getting wet, though the beach was steep and the surf 
running fearfully high, at dark the gale increased ; I 
ran the ship three miles out to sea and anchored, not 
thinking they would attempt to bring off the raft; but 
to my surprise, at 9, P. M., the raft was alongside, /ot(r 
men and an officer, pulling dead to windward, through 
a heavy sea in a gale of wind. It is compact, can be 
stowed in small space, and made ready in six minutes, 
five men can launch it, and it can carry 40 with ease." 

A still stronger testimonial ' of its utility in a high 
surf is found in a letter of C. C. Comstock, Comman- 
der of the Golden City, Pacific Mail Steamer lost on 
the coast of California, he writes; "I take great 
pleasure in reporting the great efficiency of the 
Monitor raft in saving life and property from the 
wreck of the Golden City. It forms a part of the 
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equipment of all the P. M. Steamers, and proved much 
more efficient than the boats and was used in preference 
for landing the sick and aged, all of whom were 
landed without being wet, there being considerable 
surf at the time. Upon return trips the life-boats 
were, by the aid of twenty men, launched through 
the surf with great difficulty, while the raft drawing 
only two or three inches, was got off easily and made 
two trips to one of the boats. 

We spent about thirty days at the wreck working 
in the surf, in which time nearly all the boal^ were 
stove and rendered useless, while the raft at the close 
was in-as good order as at first, its elastic nature 
enabling it to stand the shocks which stove the boats. 

In sending the boats to intercept steamers to 
obtain relief, the surf being high, it was only with 
great dif&culty and danger that we could get outside 
the breakers, on these occasions the I'aft accompanied 
them as a precaution to pick up the crew. 

" From what I have experienced I would much 
rather take my chance on a raft than in a life-boat, 
and I do not consider any vessel complete in her life 
saving equipments without your invaluable raft" 

With all this incontestible evidence before us, I 
cannot understand why the Monitor raft has not 
become a more popular institution, unless it be on 
account of the cost which is $450 or |5fl0 for one of 
two cylinders; a good hfe-boat, suitable for a large 
steamer and capable of carrying less safely, one-third 
less men, will cost nearly as much. 

The only defect I found on trial which was easily 
remedied was that the rowlocks were too low, and 
the steering oar not well arranged. I am assured by 
Capt. Thompson, the President of the Raft Co., that a 
raft sent homo from the Pacific for repairs after six 
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years service, required only a small expense to render 
it as good as new. 

There is in use a metallic raft, one of which was on 
board the Metis, recently wrecked, under circumstances 
when it ought to have been of great use ; but, as I 
have seen no particular notice of its doings on that 
occasion and as none of the evidence made public 
alludes to the raft, the inference is not favorable, not 
knowing anything as to its weight and construction, 
I cannot speak knowingly as to its qualities. 

Among the valuable contributions for floating 
power my attention has been called to the " Gfreene's 
patent, Nautilus or Life-Preserving Mattress." It con- 
sists of a mattress made of cork with a hole in the 
centre, usually filled up by a hair cushion, this hole is 
large enough to enable a full grown person by the 
help of a suspensory band to sit comfortably, head 
and shoulders above water. A similar machine having 
a joint in the centre, and a hole in the middle, so as 
to double down behind and before a person like a 
South American Poncho, and filled with granulated 
cork, has been long in use in England. Either of 
these machines would prove very valuable on board 
of vessels in cases of emergency like that of the 
Metis, and Bienville, and on board the Bristol had she 
been wrecked at sea; but they will not be adopted 
unless it can be shown that they can be furnished 
cheaper than a mattress filled with pig's hair, corn 
husks, or excelsior fibre. . Next to this bed, I recom- 
mend all steam-ships to be furnished with doors to 
unship easily, and to have an ornamental metallic 
panel in them and handles to hold on by, and to 
make saloon decks detachable. If properly braceil 
and made buoyant by air-cases, or cork fillings 
between the carlines, they will tend to save life, 
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perhaps long enough to find succor, especially now 
that we have steamers leaving the United States and 
Europe, about every eight hours. Among the life 
saving means adopted in Europe, on -which I have 
already enlarged; the French stand, second only to 
Great Britain in the number and efficiency of their 
organizations. 

The "Societl Centrale de Sauvetage dfis Naufrages," 
dates back only to 1865, when there were a few 
life-boats on the coast of France, supported by private 
associations. The present society is mostly supported 
by private contributions, as is the English institution, 
and like that it has considerable help from the govern- 
ment, in the loan or gift of arms. Like the English 
institution, it is patronized extensively by the govern- 
ment, the honorary presidents being three of the 
ministers ; the president is an admiral, and the vice- 
presidents were, in July, 1872, cardinals, dukes, etc. 
Many notable names are found in the long list of the 
counsel. The work, as elsewhere, is done by the 
secretary, M. C. Dore. In the July number of the 
'■Annales du Sauvetage Maritime" I find that there 
are 48 life-bc^t stations and 139 where the "porte- 
ammares " are located. Since the commencement the 
number of lives saved is 667, and the number saved 
by means outside the society, where rewards have 
been given, was 117, making 784. The expenses to 
the date named, were 867,764 francs, and are estimated 
at 150,000 per annum. 

The engines or ordnance for casting lines to get 
communication with a wreck consist of, — the "mous- 
keton " or carbine, whereby a line of about one-eighth 
of an inch in diameter is projected 80 to 100 yards, 
by means of a stick fitting the bore of the arm loosely, 
it is protected by brass ferrules at the ends, and pro-^ 
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jects several inches from the muzzle; a "coulant" at 
sliding becket is placed on the stick before inserting 
it, outside the muzzle, and to this becket the line is 
attached, and is carried readj for running in a small 
box suspended to the shoulder. The carbine is loaded 
in the usual way. For firing short ranges, as in 
rescuing a person in the surf nearby, small cork floats 
are attached to the line ; these of course reduce the 
flight, but have been found useful in rescuing persons. 
These "mousketons" are placed in charge of all coast 
guard, custom house, and light house keepers, and 
have saved many lives. 

The arrangement may be utilized for getting com- 
munication from boats or from the shore to wrecks, and 
"with some modifications, will be found very useful for 
tug-boats in getting their lines to vessels in rough waters. 

Next comes the "espingole" or blunderbuss, weigh- 
ing about forty pounds, and about one pound calibre. 
This is intended to be fired from any convenient place 
where the swivel or standard can be shipped; it is 
about a yard long, and carries both wooden a.nd iron 
" filches " or arrows. The wooden arrows may, in case 
of the line breaking, go 600 metres, and the iron ones 
1,000, rendering care necessary in exercising. Ordi- 
narily, the flight with wood is about 200 yards, and 
with iron 250, carrying the line. 

Next comes the "perrier" or swivel gun, weighing 
about 80 kilogrammes and over a yard long. These 
guns are supplied by the government from old stocks 
in the arsenals, but are not so well adapted to the end 
desired as the new piece of Mr. August Delvigne, 
which will be presently described. The perrier is of 
calibre about four pound. 

It was found, after a long course of experiments by 
Jdons. Delvigne, and by the government, that the 
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fleche could be fired with good effect out of any 
small gun, whether smooth bore or rifled, and that his 
system for loading any gun carrying a heavy projectile 
compared to the diameter of the bore, was the best. 

This system consists in placing in the gun, which 
has no chamber, a disk of light wood and paper, so 
that the powder shall not reach the bottom of the 
bore by about three inches, the powder is contained 
in a case, with a wooden sabot outside of it, and the 
vent is so arranged that the powder is fired at about 
one-third the length of cartridge from the outer end- 
This arrangement causes the sudden shock which 
would otherwise be given to the projectile, to be more 
gradual in starting it, and the chances of breaking 
the line are diminished. 

This is well illustrated in the following extract 
from a work by Delvigne. He quotes experiments 
made by the government in order to test his theory 
of a vacant space behind the cartridge. " Six ordinary 
brass thirty pound marine guns of the same size and 
make were tried; two were charged as usual, namely, 
with li kilogrammes (about 15 pounds,) powder and 
a heavy elongated projectile of 45 kilogrammes, or 
nearly 90 pounds; this burst the gun at the eleventh 
fire. The second burst at the twelfth. One charged 
according to my plan with the vacant space and the 
same amount of powder and projectile stood 178 fires ; 
one, 167; these had a vacant space equal to 16 centi- 
metres ; two others with this space 20 centimetres, 
stood 163 and 108 discharges respectively, the aggre- 
gate of which is 27 to 1 in favor of the space," 

The perrier is fired simply by elevating it on a 
frame something like a saw-horse, leaving the breech 
of the gun on the soil. 
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The new piece of ordnance got up by Delvigne, 
weighs only 20 kilos., is made of gun metal, almost 
a straight cylinder, about 18 inches long, and liaa an 
iron tail-piece screwed into the breech and pointed, 
so that in firing it is simply tbrust into the soil until 
the square breech brings up ; the elevation is regu- 
lated by a quadrant and plummet put into the muzzle, 
the bore is about li inch, or half that of the porrier, 
the piece carries wooden arrows, fitted with an iron 
tail to reach the charge, and at the muzzle these are 
much larger than the tail-piece, so that the shock of 
the explosion operates on the square base of the arrow 
which is protected by a ring of metak In loadmg 
this piece a vacant space is left as in the others, and 
the cartridge is fired near it^ outer end ; the piece 
being very short, this brings the vent about in the 
centre of the length. The iron arrows are about one- 
third longer than the gun, and about half the length 
of the arrow is in the gun when ready to fire. The 
advantages claimed by Delvigne in this little piece 
over the long perrier and espingole are its cheapness 
and portability, while with sufficient charge it gives 
an equal or better range ; besides the wooden and 
iron arrows he fires a wooden arrow out of the perrier 
or almost any gun, which has cross bars of round iron 
made malleable to resist the shock; these cross pieces 
are fixed at right angles to the arrow, near the outer 
end, and are about as long as three diameters of the 
arrow. It is found that in firing this, the cross pieces 
are bent to an angle of about forty-five degrees with 
the plane of the arrow, and thus form an anchor or 
grapnel, useful for many purposes. I saw one projected 
at Vinccnnes about two hundred yai'ds from a four 
pound rifle gun, which held on to the soil sufficiently 
to have broken the line of about inch stuffi 
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Having brieflj described the various arms in use in 
France for casting lines, it becomes necessary to go a 
Httle into detail as to the means of attaching the lines, 
which without due knowledge and practice of the 
system, will bo quite useless. 

The wooden "filches" or arrows, are made both 
round and eight-square, the former must be accurately 
turned, and the latter planed true, therefore, the latter 
are more simple and easy to make on board ship or 
on shore. The " coulant," or literally slider, consists 
of half a dozen turns of line put on something, as a 
whipping is put on a rope, only the ends overlaid by 
the rest must be left out, so that the turns can easily 
be pulled taut; much depends on this being done 
right; if the turns are too tight, the becket with its 
double bight and the hne moves too slowly, and the 
"coulant" jams halfway, causing the fl^che to wabble 
and turn over; and if put on too loose, it runs down 
when the gun is fired, so fast as to break when it 
arrives at the projecting ferrule at the base. It is not 
too much to say that all depends on this being done 
right ; the fleche should be slightly greased and the 
line either fired from a ball, or from the ground, as in 
the mortar exercise. Practice has made this so perfect 
that in France failures seldom occur from this cause. 
Arrows of wood have the advantage of floating if they 
drop near the wreck, and of being readily recovered 
when they go beyond or fall far short. The iron 
fleche is intended for long ranges or strong contrary 
winds. The distance depends so much on weather, on 
the amount of charge, elevation, and the line running 
clear, that I will only say it varies from 180 to 330 
metres. 

The system is wortli study by every navigator, and 
in war ships where the drill can be made perfect, and 
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where there always are or should be gims of small 
calibre, and material forfleches and lines, it will prove 
of great value for communicating with wrecks, with 
the shore, or with vessels afloat. The rifled twelve 
pound boat gun is perfectly adapted for throwing a 
stick as long as a common handspike. Even for army 
purposes, it would be very useful for throwing a line 
across streams in aid of pontoon movements, etc., and 
in fire brigades on shore, a small gun and stout line 
would often come in play to communicate with high 
buildings, so that rope or other ladders could be got up. 
In regard to the vacant space behind heavy pro- 
jectiles, which Delvigne claims to start them more 
gradually, I would suggest that the system might be 
found valuable for military purposes, when firing heavy 
projectiles out of such guns as the hundred pound 
Parrot guns, — but this is treading on ground where I 
am' a green hand. I should have said further back in 
regard to the small new gun, that besides using it by 
thrusting the tail into the soil, it is mounted in a 
moment for service, where the ground is hard, on 
a simple block, which can be elevated by simply 
blocking up. 

We have a melancholy catalogue of wrecks and 
losses of lives, which have occurred, within the last 
twenty years, among which I recall among the most 
prominent, — the Amazon ; the Connaught, destroyed 
on the Atlantic; the Ocean Monai'ch, off Liverpool; 
the Bienville and the America by fire ; the Birkenhead, 
off the Cape of Good Hope ; the Caledonia, emigrant 
ship ; the Arctic, Capt. Luce, off the coast of Newfound- 
land ; the City of Bath, off Hatteras; the Charles Bart- 
lett, emigrant ship; Atlantic, on Lake Erie; the Northern 
Light, sailing ship; the Pacific, Capt. Eldridge; the 
steamer Golden City, in California ; the Atlantic, near 
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Fisher's Island Sound; the Royal Charter, coast of 
Irokncl; the Henrj Clay, burned on the North River; 
the William Penn, off Hatteras; and among vessels of 
war, the frigate Bombay, in La Plata; a Russian liner, 
in the Baltic, not long ago; the Captain; one of our 
Monitors, off Charleston; the Oneida, Japan; and a 
host of others on the ocean, lakes, and rivers, too 
numerous to mention. When wc reflect on these 
losses, we cannot but feel that there has been a great 
want of practical humanity and caution in not pro- 
viding more efficient means for saving life. 

The loss of the Birkenhead iron troop-ship near the 
Cape of Good Hope, some fifteen years ago, furnishes 
a beautiful illustration of the value of discipline in 
cases of sudden emergency. 

The details have escaped my memory, but I 
remember very well the effect on my mind of the one 
fact, that after embarking the women and the aged 
and sick, there being, unfortunately, no means for 
temporarily floating all the soldiers, they were drawn 
up on the quarterdeck, as if for parade, and went 
down with the ship. 

This wreck occurred by striking on a rock quite 
near to the land; the weather was not boisterous; 
the ship broke in two, engulfing a large mmiber. 

While writing on the subject of wrecks, I cannot 
but congratulate the passengers on board the steamer 
Providence, which vessel ran into a scow in Hell 
Gate a few days since. All escaped without injury, 
although it is said that " all the upper works were 
carried away," which, of course, must be an exaggera- 
tion of the typos. 

I notice also the loss of the " Lac la Behe," propeller 
on Lake Michigan, on the 14th October. It appears 
that she had about twenty passengers, and thirty-two 
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belonging to the vessel on board, making lifty-two 
souls, and that she had " two life-boats, a yawl and two 
small boats," enough, one would think, if of proper 
size, to carry allj but it appears that several persons, 
afraid to trust to the small boats, remained by the 
steamer, and are supposed to have been lost. with her. 
It seems very odd that these should not have found 
sufficient floating material to sustain themselves a 
short time. The vessel sank early in the morning ; 
the best evideuce we have that the weather was not 
very bad is found in the fact that all the boats landed 
or were picked up; 

One account says: "During the forenoon a pro- 
peller with two smoke stacks passed quite near to us, 
but made no response to our signals, although I am 
confident they saw us." 

I trust that the writer of the above was mistaken. 
It cannot be true that any one bearing the human 
form could have been so dead to all humanity. It 
must be kept in mind that a small boat may be passed 
at sea quite near and not seen, unless a good lookout 
be kept. If it can be proved that a steamer passed 
by a boat as stated, the responsible party should be 
sent to Marblehead and served as Ireson was! 

" Ireson, fur liis hard heai't, 
Was tavi'cd and fcatheitd and rode in a cart." 

One of the most successful rescues, effected by 
means of a small mortar at Nantucket, was in the case 
of the schooner Eveline Treat, in December, 1865. 
She was cast on shore on the south side during a gale, 
and filled in the surf; a line was got to her, and by 
means of this a larger rope, which being set up on 
the beach and kept clear of the crest of the waves by 
a crotch, was used to convey the crew to the shore by 
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means of a hanging bowline and a seat attached to it, 
like a common swing seat. When tlie captain came 
along the rope the hauling line fouled, and he was 
arrested midway, and in great danger of being swept 
off, when a gallant young man named F. W. Eamsdell 
mounted the rope, laid his body on it, and thus 
balancing himself, worked his way off to the captain, 
cleared the line and assisted him to land. The feat 
was performed in presence of many spectators on the 
beach. 



Geseral Remarks on" other Means for Saving Life. 

In No. 81, Volume 8, of the " Journal of the National Life- 
Boat Institution " of England, there is a very interesting paper 
by Admiral Byder regarding the ntility of the naval hammock, . 
as a means for'saving life iu the now too couinion event of the 
sadden loss of a ship by collision, capsizing or blowing up by 
torpedoes. 

In alluding to this paper I shall make use of some of Admiral 
Ryder's facts and ai'guments, and offer suoli suggestions of my 
own, as may lead to a thorough ventilation of the subject. 

I have long persisted in suggesting that men-of-war should be 
famished with life-boats, and every convenient and practicable 
form of life-preserver; there is no valid reason why fighting 
men, who ship to be killed and drowned, should not be 
furnished at the cost of the government they serve with means 
for rescuing them from sudden death when such accidents 
occur, as we have lately witnessed in the eases of the Captain ; 
the Amazon ; a Russian frigate, sunk at midday, by accidentally 
ramming another vessel ; a British man-of-war, the Bombaj-, 
lost off the English Bank, Rio de la Plata ; our own steamer 
Oneida, on the coast of Japan, and many others, fresh in the 
memory of my readers. The paper alluded to relates princi- 
pally to the value of the hammock as a safe, handy and cheap 
life-preserve I' ; I shall therefore confine my suggestions mostly 
to this article of furniture. 
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Commander Bridge, of the Caledonia, at Malta, September, 
1870, reports to Admiral Ryder the result of experiments, 
thus: — " A well lashed hammock contaiuing only a bed and 
blanket supported for a few minutes seven naked men ; for a 
considerable time four men, and would, I believe, have con- 
tinued to do so for nearly an hour. The officers who witnessed 
the experiment were, with myself,* astonished at the floating 
power of the hammock. The hammock was a new one, and conse- 
quently less pervious to water than an old one would have been." 

Captain Wilmshurst, of the Valiant, made further experi- 
ments, by order of Admiral Ryder, He estimates the buoyant 
properties of a hammock, thus : — 

" Weight of water displaced by a well lashed 

hammock, 138.24 lbs. 

Weight of same with bed and blanket, when 

dry, 24.5 

Buoyancy of dry hammock, 113.75 

Length, 55J inches ; Diameter, rolled up, 91 irichcs; Vokmc, 
2.16 cubic feet. 

A weight of 6 lbs. attached to one end of this hammock sank 
it in five minutes. If the same weight were attached to the 
middle it would float much longer : or, by actual experiment, 
nine minutes. 

By simply oiling the bed-ticking the hammock floated two 
and one-half hours, and would, no doubt, have supported a man 
for that time." 

Captain Wilmshurst says that the horsehair bed supplied to 
the seiimen of the Royal Navy is charged to them at 10s. %d., 
that beds stufi^ed with eork shavings can be supplied by whole- 
sale at 5s., and with cocoanut fibre Is. 6d. ; the latter would 
be less buoyant but more comfortable. He states that a bed 
6 feet long, 4 feet wide and 4 inches thick, stuffed with cork 
shavings, weighs 20 lbs. This will support 80 lbs. of dead 
weight. A mattress stuffed with cork shavings costs in England 
less than half the cost of hair. 

Ill conclusion the admiral writes : " I have been told by an 
officer of rank, who was on board the Bombay when she was 
bui-ned, off Monte Video, that if it had occurred to them to 
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stand by hammocks, before tho men jumped overboard, all 
hands might have been saved. Many of the men were drowned 
while the overladen boats near by could contain no more ; the 
boom (or stowed boats) could not be got out, because the falls 
were burned, and there was not time to make a raft, as all 
hands were employed in attempts to subdue the fire until they 
were ordered to leave the ship." 

Without stopping to comment on this large loss of life, from 
a first-class mannaf-war, in smooth water, let us discuss, care- 
fully, the value of the hammock. 

The British hammock, with horsehair bed and pillow, will 
sustain a man who has his wits about him " a consijeraile time" 
— long enough to save him if there be vessels near by. This 
bed costs Jack 10 shillings. 

A hammock with mattress of cork shavings, 6 feet by 4 and 
4 inches thick, would sustain two or three men indefinitely, at 
half the cost. 

Nothing but red tape, after this, ought to prevent a sale of 
all the hair beds in the navy, and substituting cork shavings. 
But it may he said, and said truly, that the comfort and health 
of the men is of more importance than saving a few when rare 
accidents occur, therefore, stick to hair. And hammocks 
stowed in the nettings (if such things have not become obsolete 
since ironclads came into fashion,) filled with hair beds and 
blankets, keep out grape and musket balls, therefore, stick to 
hair. 

Perhaps cork shavings may answer this purpose even bettor 
than hair. For my part, I cannot see that the health of the 
men could be impaired by sleeping on cork shavings, in a 
hammock. A thin cork bed put on deck, would be hard, and 
perhaps impair health in the long run. I would inquire why 
hair mattresses cannot be entirely dispensed with in men-of-war 
for the men ? 

Conceding that haunnock nettings, grape-shot and musket 
balls are out of date, and that ironclads may carry all their 
hammocks ia lockers on deck, ready for capsizing and sinking 
gracefully in the day time, or suddenly at night; I would 
suggest that, instead of a common hammock and hair bed, 
costing poor Jack altogether a pound sterling, at the least, the 
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g-ovcraracnt should supply, as part of the outfit, a watcr-tiglit 
bag to atow the hammock in. Such a hammock would be 
ready for any emergency, aad would be very healthy and 
comfortable, would be very compact, and amply sufficient in 
buoyancy to float a man. Of course, all this is supposiug the 
weather to be suitable, or not cold enough to chill a man 
through in a short time ; this is a contingency difficult to guard 
agamsfc by any floating power where the body is to be esposeiJ 
to cold. 

All I ask is that the mattress and pillow, whether of haii-^ 
cork shavings, cork dust or air reservoir, shall be well made 
and furnished by the country, and its condition well inspected; 
occasionally the hammocks should be piped up and every man 
made to go overboard; in this way a raft could be made 
capable of transporting stores and all hands. 

All vessels of war should be provided with means to 
float the whole crew by their hammocks. The objec- 
tion to this for exercise is that wetting the bedding with 
salt water will be very objectionable on a large scale, and 
unless it is done on a large scale, the exercise will not 
be worth much. My attention having been called to 
tlie subject, I tried a mattress filled with cork shavings 
with an excellent result, so far as buoyancy is con- 
cerned; but the difficulty of drying bed and blankets 
thoroughly, induced me to make a close woven cotton 
canvas bag, sufliciently large to contain the common 
hammock and cork mattress, when made up as usual. 
. This bag being carefully made, with a double seam, 
and a strong line to tie the mouth, was found to float 
two thirty-two pound shot four hours, and one shot 
indefinitely, only dampening the hammock. This adds 
but little to the cost of a hammock and bed, and keeps 
it dry and clean in the nettings. The only practical 
disadvantage which occurs to me is the fact, that 
putting in the hammock after being lashed, adds to 
the time necessary to prepare for the sinking of the 
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ship. Siibsequeafc trial proved that a hammock with 
the usual hair mattresa, blankets, etc., could be kept 
up twenty-four hours, with one thirty-two pound shot 
attached to it, then another was added and it continued 
to float and was still floating the nest day when the 
report was made. 

I have heard of a well drilled crew reefing topsails 
in three minutes, — with such a crew, — life being at 
stake, — two or three minutes ought to suffice to open 
their peepers, make up and bag their hammocks, and 
be ready to go overboard or to join them to spars and 
casks for making a raft that would carry all hands. 
We hear a good deal about the active exercises of 
housing masts, changing topmasts and sails, lowering 
boats and landing howitzers, but very little as to saving 
life, except a case of a man falling overboard occasion- 
ally. I think a little more time, more means should 
be given, and more interest should be felt in saving 
life. Men-of-war do not have life-boats, nor do they 
give much study to anything but the means for keeping 
the ship in trim and making her effective in defending 
the flag. The list of stores, it is true, contains perhaps 
twenty life-preservers, not good for much, and an 
effective life-buoy or two, to drop over and show a 
light; these are very well so far as they go, but they 
do not go far enough. Euery boat's crew should be 
provided with a life-belt to be kept in the boat. Every 
man-of-war should have at least one monitor raft and 
a gun rigged for casting lines, and every boat should 
be provided with some extra buoyancy by cork. "We 
are very well aware that a boat going off armed on 
an expedition has little room for life saving gear ; in 
such cases, it can be omitted; killing being the rule, 
and saving life the exception; still, for all general 
purposes, something should be added to the equipment 
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for extra buoyancy. Take the case of the loss of 
Admiral Bell, and his Lieutenant and 11 men of his 
boat's crew, off the bar of Oasaka, Japan, for instance. 
If he had been provided with life-belts all would prob- 
ably have been saved; whereas, only three escaped 
by swimming. The three cylinder monitor raft can 
carry out easily the stream anchor of a first-class 
steamer, weighing perhaps 2,000 pounds, and get rid 
of it without danger. At present, the usual means 
for carrying out an anchor of that weight is by one 
of the large cutter's, hanging it under her; this draws 
considerable water, and offers great resistance to pull- 
ing to windward or against tide, and in towing off by 
other boats; whereas, a monitor raft, carrying an 
anchor of 2,000 or 4,000 pounds, can be towed off 
handily, and will draw less water than the steam 
launch. 



Loss OF THE Captain. 

The loss of the ironclad Captain offers a very strong eom- 
inent on tlie want of means in vessels of war for saying life in 
sudden emergencies. 

I quote at some lenj^tli from t!ie Englisii Nautical Magazine 
for October, 1870 :— 

Lord Warden, at sea, off Cape Ji'inisterre, 
Wednesday, September 7th, 1870. 

Sir, — It has been my painfal duty to forward l>y Her 
Majesty's steam vessel Psyche to Vigo the following telegram, 
transmitted to the Lords Cocamissioners of the Admiralty, 
reporting the sad loss of Her Majesty's ship Captain with all 
hands, viz. : 
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"Very much regret sending painful news. Captain mnst 
have foundered in the night. She was close to this ship at two 
this mornmg; sudden S.W. gale. Verj heayy squalls. Day- 
break, Captain missing. This afternoon hepboalu and spars 
found. Crew nntortunately perished. Inconstant sails to- 
morrow morning with report." 

I beg leave to transmit to tlieir lordships full and early 
details of this most disastrous event. Yesterday morning, 
the 6th instant, I went on board to inspect the Captain, with 
Captain Brandreth and my flag lieutenant, and visited most 
minutely every part of her. At one p. M, a trial of sailing 
with the ships of the stjuadron was commenced and continued 
until five o'clock, when the recall was made. The direction 
of the wind was S. by W. Force about six Imots— some of 
the ships carrying jheir royals during the whole time. Captain 
included. At sis o'clock the breeze had freshened, and the 
speed of the Captain, which at first was nine and a half knots, 
increased to an average from eleven knots to thirteen knots. 
The sea was washing over the lee side of her deck, as she 
had a swell on her lee bow, the lee gimwale of deck being 
level with the water. I returned to the Lord Warden at 
half-past five p. M. 

Being close to the rendezvous (twenty miles west of Cape 
Finisterre,) the squadron was again formed with eight 
divisions— the Lord Warden, Minotaur and Aginconrt, Agin- 
court leaduig, the Captain being next astern of the Lord 
Warden. The signal was also made to take in two reels 
and send down the royal yards, and the ships stood to the 
west-north-west under double reefed topsails, foretopmast 
staysail, and foresail topgallant sails fur-led, steam ready to 
be used as required, force of the wind about six to seven. 

At eight and ten p. m. tlie ships wens in station, and 
there was no indications of a heavy gale, althoagh it looted 
cloudy to the westward. At eleven the breeze began to 
freshen, with rain. Towards midnight the barometer had 
fallen and the whid increased, which rendered it necessary 
to reef, but before one i. H. the gale had set in at south- 
west; our square sails were furled. At the time the Captain 
was astern of this ship, apparently closing under steam. 
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The signal " Open order " was made, and at onee aiiswered, 
and at a qyai-ter-past one a. m. she was on the Lord Warden's 
starboard or lee quarter, about six points abaft the beam. 

From that time till about half-past one a. m. I constantly 
watched the ship; her topsails 'were right close reefed, or 
on the cap; her foresail was close up (the mainsail having 
been furled at half-past five p. m.,) bat I could not see any 
fore and aft sail set. She was. heeling over a good deal 
to starboard. Her red bow light was all this time clearly 
seen. Some minutes after I again looked for her light, but 
it was thick with rain, and the light was no longer visible. 
The squalls of wind and rain were very heavy, and the Lord 
Warden was kept by the aid of tlie screw and after trysails 
with her bow to a heavy cross sea, and at times it was 
thought that the sea would have broken over her gangways. 

At a qviavter-past two a. m. (the 7th instant.) the gale 
had somewhat subsided, and the wind went round to the 
northwest b it without any squall ; in fact, the weather 
moderated the heaiy banl of clouds had passed to the 
eastward and the start, came out clear and bright; the 
moon, -Hhich had given con'^idorable light, was setting. No 
large ship T\as se i rcu w wliere the Captain had been 
last obsened althoigh the lights of some were partly, at 
a distance 

When diy broke the quidron was somewhat scattered, 
and only ttn ships usteil of eleven could be discerned, the 
Captain 1 eing tie mis-^mg one. We bore up for the ren- 
dezvous thnkino- she might lave gone in that direction, but 
no large vessel beng m ight from tlie' masthead, I became 
alarmed for her sifctj beciuse, if disabled, she ought to 
have been within sit,ht ind if not disabled, in company with 
the squadioi and I s rru lied the following ships to proceed 
in the duection iidiuattd to look out :— Agincourt, to the 
southwest Moiiiuh '^outl Warrior, S.E.S. ; Inconstant, 
S.E.; He cules SSL Northumberland, east; Bristol, 
N.E. ; Bell lophon to the north by east; Minotaur also 
went N E 1 lie e ve cIs proceeded about ten to eleven 
miles, 1 il t! if the missing ship. 
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The greater part, of the ships were recalled and formed 
111 line abreast, and steered at three or four cables apart to 
the southeast, looking for any wreck. The Monarch first 
picked up a topgallant-yard of the Captain, the Lord Warden 
another with sails bent. Then some studding-sail booms, 
and on the Psyche joining me from Vigo at sunset, she 
reported having passed two cutters painted white, bottom 
up, with a large, amount of wreck, apparently the hurricane 
deck, amongst which was found tlie body of a seaman, with 
" Rose " marked on his flannel. 

I have thus stated all that occurred under the eyes of the 
fla^-captain and myself, and I much regret to say, that I can 
come to no other conclusion than that the Captain foundered 
with all hands on board, probably in one of the heavy squalls 
between 1.30 and 2.15 a. m. of this morning, (7th Instant,) 
at which time a heavy cross sea was running ; but how the 
catastrophe occurred will probably never be known. I had 
the most perfect confidence in Captain Burgoyne, Commander 
Sheepshanks, and the executive officers with wliom I had 
come in contact. Captain Burgoyne himself was a thoroughly 
practical seaman, and it is impossible that the Captain could 
have been better commanded. The .-ervice will mourn the 
loss of an of&cer of much ability and promise. I regret, also, 
Captain Coles should have shared the same fate. He had 
been several passages in his newly-constructed ship, and took 
a deep inteiest in all that concerned her. 

I greatly deplore the sad event, which has cast a deep 
gloom on the whole squadron, I have, &c., 

(Signed) A. W. Milne, Admiml. 

Minotaur lost sight of Captain about 1.45 a. m. 

Northumberland last saw Captain between nine and ten 
p. m., before the heavy rain set in. 

Aginconrt saw Captain last about eleven p. m. 

Inconstant saw Captain last about 10.15 P. m. 

Warrior saw Captain last about 10.30 p. m. 

Bristol saw Captain last about ten p. m. 

Psyche pielced up one dead body and passed two cutters 
bottom up, and several other spars. 
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Monarch picked up main topgsillant-yard and topgailaiit 
studding iKiom sail 

Belleioplion iickpd up bow rcllei of ! >m I OTt wlnt'- 
boat 1 Hunch ind six oaie I boat 

Aginc uit picked up piit of cuftei two sitnal lotkcis 
ujipei deck hatchwiy biokeo gaff and toimast deck ihikb, 
oai"s ind mahogany oflice fittings 

Minofiui pitked np twj liunih s o^l'^ pinmce s k-jiI in 
coyer and euMp;!! 

Inconbtant--lwL out. ii 1 nnhjgn)- lo-ud ml H n ck 
nettinfT 

Mamoi picked up skjligbt port ind hmill geai of ta ra 
and cabin windows sashes and piei^ of mside lining 

Bustol picked up t^o oiis second cwttei » bietk<,iK ^n^l 
two pieces of hinimo k netting 

Hercule'i piokcd up two swinging boon!=! iil^boom'* thiee 
middling bill bjoms all maiked Ciptain loyal yiids, 
standard, compass, splinted oars and part of a boat's upper- 
deck grating; and half of bowsprit, with sword-belt, and 
handkerchief entangled. 

Lord Wai-den— Mizen topgallant-yard, with sail bent, and 
office-desk and portion of small grating. 

The Captain had a complement of more than 500 officers and 
men. Captain Oowper Coles, the designer of this ship, was oa 
board, and has been lost. Mr. Childers has lost a son, so has 
liord Northbrook. Sir Baldwin Walker has not only lost a 
Bon-in-law m, Captain Burgoyne, but has to bewail the death of 
a son, who had gone on a cruise with his relative as an amateuj'. 

Extracts from the Western, Morning News. Tliis tells us 
that — 

All went well up to the 6th of September, on the afternoon 
of which day Admii-al Milne and his staff went on board the 
Captain to witness from her a ti-ial of sailing, in which she 
was to take part, with the Monarch, Inconstant and Bristol. 
Tfie gallant admiral remained on board the vessel until the 
evening, happily declining the invitation of the ofEcers to remain 
to dinner, and go on boai-d his own ship nest morning. 
When he left the Captain, at about' 7 p. m., the tea was 
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pouring over her upper deck in cataracts, so mucli so that 
the admiral's galley was nearly swamped whilst alongside. 
It is reported that when he arrived on board the Lord Warden, 
Admiral Milne was heai'd to say, " Thank God ! he was on 
board his own ship again." 

At seven o'clock the Captain coiamunicated with the fleet 
by signal, and this was the last time sho ever did so, as 
night soon attar closed in. About this time, a gale sprung 
lip from the S.W., which all the vessels weathered out up to 
1.30 on the morning of the 7th. At that time the Captain 
was seen from the Lord Warden steering N.N.W., under 
treble-reefed fore and main-topsails and foretopmast staysail. 
Fourteen minutes after, at 1.44 a. m., a sudden tremendous 
squall struck the fleet, the wind having shifted round to 
N.N.W. Nearly all the vessels were " token aback," and a 
signal was made from the Lord Warden to "wear ships." 
The squall lasted for two hours, causing considerable loss to 
all the ships in the topsails, which were split and blown 
away. When the day dawned all the vessels of the fleet 
were in sight with the exception of the Captain. It was 
then presumed ''that when the wind shifted and the signal to 
" wear " was given she had not observed it, and standing on, 
was now out of sight. 

Two theories were advanced in the fleet to account for the 
calamity. One, supported by Sir Alexander Milne, is that 
when tlie wind shifted at 1.44 on the morning of the 7th, the 
Captain was taken aback, and one sea swept over her ; that 
, befoi-e she had time to " shake herself free " from it another 
dashed on her, sweeping away all her upper works and her 
poop — which, by the way, from its shape, had been called 
" the coffin " — and that she then filled immediately and sunk. 
The other opinion is, and that is agreed in by many officers 
of great experience in the fleet, that when " aback " the sea 
burst in her large stern port — which was much lai'ger than 
tiiat in any other ship — and that she went down stern fore- 
most. The manner of her loss will only be known when the 
survivors, who have been landed near Corunna, are able to 
tell the talc. It is evident that her desti'uctioo came upon 
her with fearful suddenness. Though in the midst of a lai-gc 
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fleet she had not time to tire a rocket or make any signal 
of distress. Her boats, with the exception of her steam 
pinnace, a life-boat, which has since arrived with the eighteen 
snrvivors at Corcubion — were picked up at sea bj ships of 
the fleet. 

The Hampshire Telegraph publishes the following farther 
detidis of the loss : — 

Captain Burgoyae was on deck at the time when the 
accident occurred. He was dressed in his imiform cap, pilot 
cloth reefer, and an old pair of trousers. The ship was under 
steam and sail, with her double-reefed fore and main topsail, 
fore staysail, and the fore top-mast staysail set. 

When the middle watch was called at twelve o'clock the 
weather was exceedingly squally, and the captain remained 
on deck giving orders. At five minutes past twelve the watch 
was piped to muster, and two minutes afterwards the men, 
with the exception of the marines, were on deck, and those 
who had been relieved were below in the act of turning in. 
As soon as the new watch were on deck, and before their eyes 
were perfectly open, the captain gave orders to man the 
weather foretopsail brace, and then to let go topsail halyards 
and lee topsail sheets. Subsequently the order was given to 
let go the weather topsail sheets. No sooner had the latter 
order been given, and ere it could be executed, a terrific 
sea struck the ship on the weather beam and swamped her 
decks. The men of the watch, with tlie captain, were now . 
in the water, the ship being over on her side, and trembling 
violently in the endeavor to right herself. As soon as the men 
could see what was going on around them, the ship was floating 
with her keel uppermost, and nothing could be heard of the 
crew. 

They were now fighting for life with the sea, and after about 
ten minutes or a quarter of an hour had elapsed, one of the 
party saw the ship's steam pinnace life-boat some yards off keel 
upwards. They then swam with considerable difficulty to the 
pinnace, the captain, Mr. May and an able seaman named 
Heard reaching it together. Heai-d had held on the captain 
by the collar of his jacket. With assistance, the captain 
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succeeded in getting on to tlie pinnace with the rest of the 
party, and caught sight of a ship not a great distance off, 
which they helieved to be either the Bellerophon or the Lord 
Warden. At this time the Captain had disappeared altogether. 
Urged by the gallant captain, the men shouted as loud as they 
could, " Ship ahoy ! " for a considerable time, but got no 
response. So frantic were their cries for help that the men 
became perfectly hoarse, and the majority lost their voices 
altogether for a time, and endeavored to prepare themselves 
for what they conceived to be their fate, namely, a watery 
grave with the rest of the unfortunate crew. All this time 
tlie pinnace was being tossed hoavily, and the men .were 
frequently washed from its keel iuto the mass of seething 
watei-s around them, but succeeded in getting on again, with 
what little assistance their fellow-sufferers wore in a position 
to render them. 

, After being tossed about for some time in this way, the men 
saw the ship's second launch floating towards them with two 
mea in, and raised feeble shouts to attract their attention. 
"When the launch came to within a short distance of the 
pinnace Captain Burgoyne shouted out, " Hold to your oars, 
my men; hold to your oiis' -nhich order was, as far as 
possible, carried out, and the launch got close to the pinnace, 
the men leaping joyfully on board her. The sea frequently 
parted the two boats, and ere Captain Burgoyne and the noble 
seaman Heard, before referred to, could get from the pinpace 
she was some little distance off. Heard stuck by the captain, 
who remained, sad looking, but calm, and as firm as if on 
board the ill-fated ship he had commanded. Heard took hold 
of him by the hand and said, "Come, sir, let's jump!" to 
which he replied, " Save your own life, my man." Finding 
that the distance between the launch and the pinnace was 
rapidly increasing, tJie seaman said, " Will you come or not 
sir ? " when the captain replied, " Jump and save yourself. I 
shall not forget you some day." The seaman jumped, and 
with difficulty reached the launch, and was hauled on board 
and within a few minutes the pinnace and the eaptaiii was lost 
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We tLini now from all this sad detail to ask why so 
unprecedented an occurrence should take place as that a ship 
capsized should turn over, so that her keel should actually be 
uppermost ; and while for two minutes in that position, she 
should actually sink stem foremost? It is an occurrence of 
which we have never before heard. And we naturally 
enquire, are the rest of our iron ships safe ? Would not the 
same thing occur with them all ? It would be well if we 
could assure ourselves that they would not follow the example 
of the Captain. Where was the centre of gravity of the 
unfortunate Captain ? She herself furnishes the reply ; it was 
so near to her upper deck, her turrets with their guns, that 
they turn her keel, the lightest part of her uppermost, — even 
out of the water. It seems unprecedented. And yet the 
Captain has been repeatedly under trial, reported on, con- 
sidered to be perfection. And yet, after all, a mere gale 
of wind brings out this stupendous, this most alarmmg fact. 
She gets beyond her bearings, she turns over, so as literally to 
bring her with her keel uppermost. She " trembles violently " 
after being sti'uek by a sea " iu the endeavor to right herself," 
and she is not more than two minutes in that dreadful 
position befpre she sinks stern foremost. Such an event we 
believe to be without precedent. But we do trust tliat all 
future contract-built ships will undergo the test of their centres 
of gravity being found with all their weights on board when 
ready for sea. A court-martial or of enquiry, we ai'e informed, 
as usual on all such occasions, is to take place ; when it is 
possible it may appear why the unfortunate Captain should 
have shown her keel before she foundered. 

Among the means for making the highways of the 
ocean more safe, may be cited the letter of M. F. 
Miinry, Superintendent of the National Observatory, 
dated February J 5, 1855, to some of the merchants 
and underwriters of Boston, on the subject of different 
routes for Atlantic steamers out and home. Nothing 
coming from tlie proHflc pen of Maury strikes me as of 
more importance to the safety of Atlantic navigation. 
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The letter alluded to, with a chart and diagram, was 
published by the Board of Underwriters of New Yorii, 
A. B. Neilson, then President. At that time we had 
a steamer, perhaps, once in ten days going and 
coming; now we have one ahout every eight hours, 
not counting those going to and from Canada in 
summer and Portland in winter. 

Measures are being taken to induce the Board of 
Underwriters to republish the letter and illustrations 
alluded to, but in the meantime I shall quote largely 
from the letter of Lieut. Maury. 

He says: "Illustrative of the lanes, observations of 
not less than 46,000 days were made on the weather, 
currents, etc.; I Und the adoption of the lanes will 
shorten the passage to the west, and not increase the 
average east more than a few hours, if at all. 

"While the time will not be prolonged, the danger 
of collisions will be materially reduced. 

"The part of the route between the meridians 15° 
and 65° West, is from 150 to 300 miles broad, con- 
sequently there is a breadth of 300 miles where 
sailing vessels are liable to be brought into collision 
with steamers. N^ow, suppose we lay off a lane 25 
miles broad near the northern edge of this space and 
another near the southern edge, and recommend the 
steamers coming west to use the former, and those 
going east to take the other ; would it not contribute 
to the general safety ? 

"If these lanes be adopted and engraved on the 
charts, as on the one herewith, sailing vessels would 
take care to avoid them at night or in thick weather. 

" The lane coming west is a better track than the 
one now used, and for these reasons : it is thirty miles 
shorter; it runs so far south of Cape Race and the 
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Virgin Rocks that no time need be lost in avoiding 
these in foggy weather. 

'^Infacty the nearer we go to Cape Race the shorter 
the distance by great circle ; but in practice, the 
time is shortened by avoiding Cape Race. 

" The shortest distance between Liverpool and 
Sandy Hook is 3009 miles, the average actually made 
is 3069, and the distance by the lane coming is 3038. 
By thia route there is some favorable current along 
the northern edge of the Gulf Stream. The help thus 
gained gives the actual distance 2998 miles, or 
allowing a little for detour, 3018." 

Speaking of the route out, Maury goes on to say : — 

" Though the distance is greater by a few miles, yet 
on account of the Gulf Stream it is in time the shortest 
a steamer can take. It is 106 miles greater from 
Sandy Hook to Liverpool than by the home track, 
but the current will make up the difference, and the 
weather is more favorable." 

As evidence in regard to the weather, Maury cites 
the result of a vast number of observations derived 
from logs, and seems to find therein ample proof that 
there is less fog and more favorable gales than further 
north. 

He winds up by stating that one "lane" shortens 
the distance from Cape Clear to Sandy Hook and the 
Delaware 30 miles, while the other lengthens it 75 
miles ; but when measured for safety, and in time, it 
will prove the shortest. 

With the chart before one the tracks appear 
perfectly practical, and, I think, ought to be followed ; 
not as Maury suggests, principally to make sailing 
vessels safer, but to avoid the danger of coHisions by 
steamers. 
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A word or two more on the new gun of Delvigne, 
and mode of charging ; — 

In October, 1869, I received a letter from this 
gentleman, from which I extract : 

"The octogonal fleclie is much easier to make true 
by a plane. I beg you to pay particular attention to 
my principle, namely, shortness of the barrel, small- 
ness of calibre, giving thickness of metal and great 
strength, compared to the longer barrel and larger 
bore. There is no doubt my mode of loading with 
the touch-hole coming into the forward end of the 
cartridge, and the empty space behind it, gives con- 
siderable more power. My little gun, 20 kilos, weight, 
gives much more power than the blunderbuss of the 
same weight, and permits using a greater charge, 
carrying a heavier ti^che and line, but to what degree 
we know not yet. Another interesting question of 
economy is to decide whether we can get necessary 
strength by cast-iron instead of brass, without increas- 
ing the weight too much ; this q^uestion will be settled 
by experiments to be made in Belgium, where the 
foundries are open to all." 

Again, on the 24th February, 1870, Delvigne writes 
in regard to the apparatus sent to the Humane 
Society : 

" The block for mounting the gun may be made of 
anj' convenient form to stand the recoil, and the gun 
can be placed on it so as readily to be removed and 
planted in the soil when required. You will be 
surprised to see one vent at the extreme inner end 
of the bore as well as one near the forward end of the 
cartridge. The reason is this: Suppose the want of 
caps, or damage to the caps, intended to fire in the 
usual way at the forward end of the cartridge, you 
can put in powder in the rear vent and fire the charge 
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thus. After putting in the paper cylinder to make 
the empty space behind the cartridge, 50 grammes of 
powder brings the forward end thereof to the forward 
vent. Your experiments must depend on the strength 
of your powder; it will be well to begin with 40 
grammes. Forged iron or steel would be good for the 
guns, but would cost nearly as m-uch." 

The advocates of the French system lay great 
stress on the adaptability of the fleche to any gun on 
board of ships. A ship-carpenter can make a suitable 
projectile ont of a hand-spike in ten minutes, and this 
can be fired from a boat howitzer or swivel like any 
other projectile, and may be made to carry a deep-sea 
line 100 fathoms. Many cases occur in manoeuvring 
at sea, picking up wrecks or boats in a strong tide- 
way, or getting a hawser to a vessel to tow her, where 
the French " Porte Ammares " would be very useful. 

In the " Aunales du Sauvetage Maritime " of August, 
1872, 1 find that Mons. Delvigne has been carrying 
on further experiments under the auspices of the 
government; from the report I gather the following 
facts : — 

That the new gun of 20 kilos, throws out SCO metres 
of line, 8 millimetres in diameter, attached to a fleche 
of wood 8 kilos.; while the Pertier, or heavy long 
swivel, throws out only 250 attached to a fleche of 5 
kilos, the line being 5 millimetres. For firing against 
a strong wind the fleche used is iron. In 1870, 
Delvigne experimented with a shoulder-arm weighing 
10 kilos, out of which he fired a fleche of 400 grammes, 
being eight times the weight of the ball thrown by 
the mousketon, or "fusil de rampart," the charge being 
10 grammes of powder, without any difficulty from 
the shoulder. In the Annales alluded to the question 
of adopting the fleche for ordinary uses is discussed at 
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length. In 1870-71, Delvigne passed eight months at 
Toulon, and for several days witnessed experiments 
on board of Admiral La Gravieres squadron. The 
carpenter was ordered to make a wooden fl^che for a 
4-pounder, which was quickly done. Here the 
experiments seem to have ended, it being assumed, 
apparently, that if a gun and a fl^che and a line 
existed, nothing more was required ! 

Kites, called by the French " cerf volants," or flying 
stags, have been occasionally utilized for saving life 
by carrying a line from the shore to a wreck, and the 
reverse. This machine seems to have been invented 
by Captain I. Brodie of the Eoyal Navy, in 1817. It 
consisted of a sort of parachute, or air-bag of light 
material open at one side, to be sent ofl^" from the 
masthead by the force of the wind. 

In 1854, I find the idea practically carried out by 
Kane, who constructed a kite of the usual form, with 
a tail, to which was attached a little bag containing 
instructions ; by these means he rescued the crew of 
a vessel stranded on the ice, they being inaccessible 
to him on the opposite side of an open channel. The 
machine was constructed and sent over in about one 
hour, its fall at the right time and place being 
regulated by a tripping-line attached to the head of 
the kite. 

It would be very easy to communicate with the 
shore from a stranded vessel by such means, provided 
the wind w,as favorable. In the Annales for 1868, I 
find notice of a buoy to be dropped from a ship, by 
Admiral Exelmans, one feature of which I highly 
approve, and that is to have attached to it a line of 
1000 yards, carried on a reel, which in revolving gives 
a general alarm. I suggest that all life-buoys fitted to 
be dropped from a vessel to save a man falling 
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overboard, should have a pudding-bag or floating 
ancbor to keep them from being carried by the wind 
and sea to leeward faster than a man can swim. Many 
lives have been loat for want of some means to arrest 
the speed of the life-buoy. 

In looking back at the long list of wrecks, it may 
not be out of place to offer a few general remarks as 
to the mistakes made. After the disaster, while-sitting 
quietly at home, it is not difficult to see these mistakes 
and to apply the remedy ; nevertheless, the discussion 
of the.se may in the future be productive of good. 

In the case of the steamer Central America, Captain 
W. L. Herndon, foundered at sea, in September, 1857, 
everything was done by the gallant captain and his 
officers that could be done to save the passengers and 
crew, amounting to 592, of whom 419 perished, — that 
is to say, from the time the gale began on the 11th, 
until the brig Marine came near, a period of about 30 
hours, everything was done that good discipline and 
good seamanship could do to free the ship of water 
and get her head to wind. At about 2, p. M., on the 
12th, the Marine rounded to under her lee, and was 
requested to lie by the steamer, then half fuU of water, 
all hands manfully pumping and bailing. The account 
before me, in the U. S. Nautical Magazine of January, 
1858, Vol, 7, says :— 

"We had originally five wooden life-boats and one 
metallic; one of the wooden ones had been washed 
away. As the gale had abated since 10, A. ar., orders 
were given to lower the boats. Two were lowered 
successfully, one was stove ; of the other two stowed 
on the upper deck, one was successfully launched, but 
the metallic (Francis) boat was caught under the 
guard and stove, and almost immediately sunk." 
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The three boats, under command of petty officers, 
then commenced to carry the women and children to 
the brig. They were lowered in by means of bow- 
lines from the lee davits. By the time these boats 
had got to the brig the second time, she had forged 
ahead and gone to leeward jioe miles. Then some sail 
was made to cause the steamer to approach the brig. 
In the two trips the boats had been much damaged, 
one alongside the brig, so as to be useless, one other 
so as to leak badly and get nearly fdled with water, 
and the third so much as to require constant bailing. 
By the time she got back to the steamer she was 
imfit to receive any beyond her crew, and some one 
hailed and ordered her to keep oE Darkness bad 
now set in. About this time the second mate, Jas. 
Frazer, deposes that alt hope of saving the ship was 
at an end, and at a quarter to eight bailing was 
discontinued. Shortly after she went down stern 
foremost. The engineer, saved, testified that the 
engines continued to work up tol, p. m., on the llth, 
when they stopped at times for want of steam, until 
between 4 and 5, when the water finally put out the 
fires. The donkey boiler continued to work the 
Worthington pumps until about 8, p. w, when they 
became choked until on the morning of the 12th, 
the donkey was again started, and worked well until, 
at 9, the water being 9 or 10 feet high in the engine- 
room, the fire was put out. The only resort after 
this was to continue bailing, in the hope of keeping 
the ship afloat until the ti-ansfer of the people could 
be efieeted. Captain Badger, a passenger, testified 
" that as the boats approached there was a rush for 
them, and it was apprehended they would be swamped. 
About two hours before the ship sank, a schooner ran 
down under the stern, but could render no assistance 
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for want of boats. The lights of this vessel were seen 
far to leeward. Rockets were fired from the steamer, 
and then she went down \ The devoted Herndon 
remained on the wheel-house, and went with her at 
8 o'clock Saturday night. I was standing on the 
quarterdeck. The captain said he would not leave; 
I promised I would remain, and so did Frazer, the 
second mate. All at once she made a plunge, and 
with a shriek from the engulfed mass she disappeared, 
and five hundred souls were loft on the bosom of the 
deep with no hope of succor. At 1.15, a. m., Sunday, 
the Norwegian bark Ellen came running before it, 
and she hove to nnder short sail. The task of rescuing 
the survivors was nobly commenced, and by 9, a. m., 49 
had been picked up. Diligent search was made until 
noon, when we bore away for Norfoll;, wbere we 
arrived on the 17th." 

I repeat, that up to a certain time everything was 
done that human ingenuity and good order could 
devise to keep the ship afloat. 

Kilt when, at about 2, p. m., on the 12th, the brig 
came under the stern, it did not occur to the captain 
that the best thing to do was to get a hawser to the 
brig, and taking in all her sail but the maintop-sail 
aback, allow her to ride by the wreck as near as 
possible. If this had been done many more, if not all, 
would have been saved. Of course it will be said, 
and by experts, too, that in a tumbling sea, to get a 
communication by means of lines and finally a hawser, 
was a difficult process. I grant, that without pre- 
concerted measures, care, forethought, it would have 
been -very difficult, but if at the time the Marine was 
seen running down, due preparations had been made 
with lines, hawser and buoys, assisted by a boat, there 
would have been no appreciable difficulty in mooring 
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the brig to the steamer within an hundred feet, and 
being close at hand, the boats, with their precious 
freight, could have been hauled back and forth by 
hnes with the help of few men. So again when the 
schooner came within hail. Or if the steamer or the 
vessels had been provided with means for throwing a 
stout line 80 or 100 yards, communication might have 
been established and all hands saved. A schooner 
once made fast to a large steamer like the Central- 
America could have been hauled up within 50 yards 
and received every one with little risk. So much for 
the Central America^ 

In a pamphlet puWished January, 1855, 1 gave my 
views at some length on the subject of ocean steam 
navigation, and ^particularly on the loss of the steamers 
Arctic by collision and the Amazon by fire. I now 
give extracts from this pamphlet: — 

Ocean Steam Navigation. 

The terrible fate of tlie arctic, and the loss of so many 
valuable lives, is a theme about which too much cannot be said 
at this juncture, while the public heart is bleeding. 

This calamity must be discussed iu all its bearings, and in 
doing this, something must necessarily be said which will iuflict 
pain ; but the wounds must be probed in order to ascertain 
their depth, and in order to suggest the means to guard against 
similar accidents. 

I shall endeavor to discuss the subject ivith a practical eye, 
and as I have no prejudices to overcome, and no interests of a 
private nature to serve, I hope that what I shall say will be 
considered as impartial, and as emanating solely from a desire 
to contribute my mite to the preservation of human life and the 
mitigation of the sorrows of the sea. 

After the loss of the Amazon by fire, early in the year 1852, 
or late in 1851, I addressed a letter to the Boston Daily 
Advertiser, dated 10th February, 1852, which was published. 
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and also, extensively forwarded by circular to all tliose who 
had any interest in steam navigation and packet-ships. The 
letter was no doubt extensively read and soon forgotton. This 
does not deter me from publishing anew the material portions 
which have a beariug upon the recent calamity : 

" I have made several passages to and from England, and to 
and from China, and have had the good fortune to go and come 
in fine ships, well commanded and well manned, and in nearly 
all cases (certainly all on this side of the Isthmus of Suez) I 
have found the organization nearly perfect as regards the 
ordinary routine of duty, both in the duties of captain, officers, 
engineei-s and stewards ; but I must say, that in all my travels 
by sea in steamers, I have not sailed in one where I consider 
the organization complete for cases of sadden alarm by collision, 
grounding or fire. While I entertain a pei'sonal regard for 
every captain, and with one or two exceptions, for all the 
officers I have had occasion to travel with, and while I accord 
to them full credit for the qualities which constitute good 
seamen and gentlemen, I feel that I should not be doing the 
subject justice did I not point out in plain tei-ms wherein the 
custom, or habit, of the service has led them to neglect to 
prepare their boats and crews by stationing them and ly 
occasionally exercising them, so that on a <;udden alaim, real, 
or only for the purpose of exeici'^e, the men would, at i givea 
signal, instantly proceed to theii stations and be fitpiied ior 
any emei^ency. The ordinary loutme ot a sttamei may be 
neglected without serious accident, tlie watches may be lelieved 
a few minutes too late or too eaily, and in the e\ent ot a want 
of order in the daily duty, no verv =erious constquentes would 
necessarily ai-ise, but in a sudden ilaim, it is absolutely vitil to 
have organization, discipline, to msuie any approach to concert 
of action ; what would become of the ciew of a ship of war, 
consisting of several hundred men, without di'ciplme m < a=es 
of emergency, and particularly m case of liie Ihit eleme it 
most to be dreaded at sea ? 

"In case of any such alarm, the crew i i 'mlly ciUed to 
' quarters,' that is to say, every man goes to In jlicc it Ihj 
call of the bugle or the roll of the drum. 
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" 111 every well regulated steamer, every maa slioiild have a 
station for sudden emergencies, and he should be reminded by 
sounding the signal (aliter due notice to the pasBeogere) 
occasionally, so as to make him familiar with his place. 

" In several steamers I have sailed in, I have seen a ' quarter 
bill ' posted up, where all hands, as well as the passengers, 
could see it, and in it tlie places of the men were designated, 
and particularly for the usual and ordinary duties of the ship. 
I have seen the crews of several ships mustered on Sunday, and 
examined as to their names, cleanliness, &a., but in all m 
experience I have never heai^d of a merchant steamer's crew 
being mustered for stations for fire, collision, or on a general 
alarm. *«*«»*»•» 

*' The organization should not only be complete as to the 
stations of the officers and crew, but the stewards and servants 
should have certain specific duties to perform, and there should 
always be sorae small casks of water, some canisters of pro- 
visions and other necessaries placed in some convenient 
locality, ready for such emergencies." 

The general suggestions contained in this letter cannot be 
too often repeated. 1 would remark, in addition to what is 
therein said, that it is of paramount importance, in order to 
carry out a plan of organization, to have more petty officers, 
more trusty and well-tried seamen. These can only be secured 
in our Atlantic steamers by giving extraordinary encourage- 
ment to good men to remain by the ship. The excuses now 
are, and I regret to say that in American steainers and packet- 
ships they are valid to a certain degree, that " we cannot get 
men in these short voyag-es who will' stay by us. We leave 
New York oftentimes with firemen and seamen whom we have 
never before seen, and whose names we do not know, and they 
scarcely know under what names they have shipped. By the 
time we get fairly at sea, and begin to think of getting matters 
into ship-shape order, we find oui-selves on the other side. In 
fact, all our time and all our energy is expended in taking in 
and making sail, steering the ship, keeping a good look-out, 
cleaning ship, and the usual duties of the sea. "We have no 
time to drill green hands, or seamen who are strangers to us. 
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ill matters relating to boats ; we do no cxiject to run auyboily 
down, and we really cannot undertake to neglect the daily 
routine of ship's duty for the purpose of drilling strangers for 
emergencies which may never happen." 

Tbese excuses are not unreasonable. The public demands 
that the steamship, aye, and the sailing packet, shall make the 
quickest possible run, deliver her freight in the best order 
ahead of all competitors, and this must be done by a physical 
power only brought together for the first time a week siQce, and 
wholly dependent on moral suasion for its government. With 
such elements as we have to deal with, I submit that this is 
asking too much. But let me not dwell too long on the existr 
ing evils. I must come to the remedies. It is sufficient to say, 
in regard to the speed of steamships in thick weather, that the 
public voice insists on speed, and I am ready to sustain this 
verdict for several reasons. At a high rate of speed the time 
of danger and the chances of collision and of damage by gales 
of wind are lessened; and last, not least, the danger to the 
steamship and her crowd of passengers, in case of meeting an 
obsh-uction, is not so great as at a slow pace, — she can be more 
readily controlled by the helm. These are among the principal 
reasons for going at full speed in fogs, when the wind is 
usually moderate. 

Much blame was attributed to the Europa for going at full 
speed when she mn down the Charles Bartlett, in 1849. For 
my part, I think our speed saved us who were on board ; had 
the ship struck us where the Arctic was struck, the Europa 
would most probably have been where the Arctic now is, at the 
bottom of the sea, and there would have been very few from 
either ship to tell the tale! Much blame is attributed to 
Captain Luce for doing exactly what the proprietors of all the 
Atlantic steamers try to do, and boast of when done : namely, 
to make the shortest passage, to beat all competitors. 

I say, then, "go ahead" when you know where you are, 
and sound frequently when you do not. Sometimes fogs prevail 
for days at a time, and in certain locations, where there is the 
most danger of coming in collision, even for weeks ; suppose 
the Atlantic steamers and packet-ships should by common con- 
sent, or by force of law, determine that five or six knots must 
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be the limit of speed in foggy weather, and that bells must be 
rung, and whistles blown and guns fired ! What a splendid 
accumulation of dangers would be present! To my mind the 
dangers of the sea would be vastly increased. 

But there are certainly some things to be done. A certain 
numlter of picked men should be kept in the steamship, at 
whatever cost, and they should be sufficient in number to steer 
the ship, to keep the look-out, and to have charge under the 
mates of the boats, pump-gear and life-saving apparatus. 
Each boat should have a regular crew, each man to know his 
place in the boat, each boat should have a set of oai's and some 
spare oars, and be in all respects a life-boat, and she should be 
provided with a mast and sail, compass and lantern, water 
breaker and hand port Are, and in some convenient and well- 
known locality a supply of stores should be placed, marked and 
kept ready for each boat. It is not necessary to provide roast 
turkey and plum-pudding, nor chronometer and theodolites, but 
a small supply of imperishable provisions in canistei-s, ready for 
emergencies. Every steamer in the Atlantic trade should have 
at least two large life-boats thirty-two feet long and about eight 
feet beam, lined with cork and fitted with life-lines, iudiar-rubber 
buckets for bailing, compass, port fires, water breakers and 
other apparatus. Besides, at least, six life-boats, capable of 
carrying at least forty persons, all large ocean steamers ought 
to be provided with half-a-dozen vulcanized india-rubber pon- 
toons, say twenty to twenty-five feet long, and from eighteen 
inches to two feet in diameter. These pontoons, when col- 
lapsed and stowed away, would not occupy together more space 
than a small boat, and could always be kept on deck, ready to 
be inflated and formed into rafts, or be attached by lines passing 
under the boats, so that for an emergency like that of the 
Arctic, the boats could be increased in capacity, so as to sustain, 
if not accommodate, a hundred more passengers ; these pontoons 
may bo made of any required size, and would vastly increase 
the chances of saving lives.* 
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As to otber moaiis fov tlie better preservation of life, there 
ace many floats styled life-preservers. Very few of these 
contrivaaces ave of mucli value to persons who are panic- 
atricben. Metal caiinisters of various forms have been got up. 
The most valuable of these floats is the invention of a Mr. 
Fitch, and is made by W. 0. Haskell, Boston. Having tried 
it in the water, I speak understandingly when I say that it is 
nest to impossible for a person to drown in tolerably smooth 
water with one of these fixtures properly applied. The Tewks- 
bury seats are also valuable, particularly when two or more 
are lashed together. In regard to these stools, I have seen a 
Eti-ong seaman nearly exhaust himself by attempting to get his 
body balanced upon it, while I am confident that I could sus- 
tain myself for hours with one of them, without exertion, 
provided the temperature of the elements was not too low. 
But the best of all these floats is an invention of a New York 
engineer, Mr. Thompson, which consists of a comfortable chair, 
which, when opened or expanded, makes a most desirable life- 
pr^erver. This seat should be put on board of all steamers 
and passenger ships, particularly on rivers and other narrow 
waters. It is more expensive than any of the life-preserver 
seats, but this should not prevent its general adoption. 
■ The Cartes life-preserver is an English invention, and is a 
most valuable one ; it consists of a circle or ring of cork shavings, 
covered by painted canvas large enough to go round the body 
under the arms, and having sufficient buoyancy to support a 
full-sized person. 

All these body-floats require fastening to the body, and are 
often entirely useless on account of the want of a litlle coolness 
or tact in adjusting them. Whatever body-floats are used, 
every state-room should be supplied with drawings of them, and 
full directions for their use. Ti-ue, the agony of life may be 
prolonged only for an hour, or less, and life eannot he inmred 
by any life-preserver; but in a case like the Arctic, many 
might have been saved, especially if the boats had been in 
sufficient number hovering about when the ship finally sank. 
While on the subject of floats and life-pi-eservers, I would 
strongly recommend that every state-room door on board oi 
steamships and river and lake boats, or others cai-rying large 
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geons," and have for a centre panel a metal box, three or four 
feet long by one or two feet wide, and about two inches thick, 
so that, in the event of a sudden fire, they would serve to pro- 
long life until assistance could be rendered. Many, many lives 
have been lost, in my short day, for want of means to support 
life for an hour or less. 

Various methods are in use for safely and quickly lowering 
boats. The most simple one is to have a strong pennant at 
each end of the boat, which by passing over a cleat on the 
davits, sustains the boat when once hoisted up by the tackles, 
which are then unhooked. When the boat is to be lowered, it 
is done by the pennants, which may be both suddenly let go, 
releasing the boat from the ship, or the after one may be let go 
and the forward one may be used as a painter. These pennants 
must be loug enough to permit the boat to reach the water, and 
strong enough to sustain her. The usual difficulty is in clearing 
boats from tlie tackles simultaneously, and it often happens tlmt 
the bow tackle is unhooked, and the stern tackle fouled by the 
boat swinging round. 

Having said enough on the subject of floats and what ai'e 
called " life-preservers," I come how to speak of other means 
tending to avoid collisions on the ocean during foggy weather 
and dark nighls. There is a great diversity of opinion among 
nautical men of experience as to the propriety of making night 
hideous to the passengers by sounding the bell, blowing horns, 
firing guns and shrieking through the steam whistle ; some 
contend tliat perfect silence is the best thing for self, and there 
is no reason why self should not be cared for first in this 
particular; for my part, I think that the steam whistle, 
systematically and regularly blown during fogs and thick dark 
nights is the safest and best thing ; but in order to make it 
effective in ocean steamers, there should be a i-ule that one 
blast at intervals of five or ten minutes should denote a westerly 
course, two blasts an easterly course, and three blasts a 
southerly, and four a northerly coui-se. This would be simple 
enough for Atlantic navigation, as Atlantic steamers in given 
localities arc not beating about on diverse courses, like sailing 
ships. 
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There are so miu) "steamera now uoesmg the Atlintu, g in., 
out and coming back % the sami, ttaek, tll^t tiie danj,ei of 
collisions is much increaspd, though still ^ciy &niill indetd 
To avoid this paiticular dangei in some degiee I suggcbt that 
a rule be adopted fci outwaid steameis h ibitunlly to keep a 
little more to the noith oi ti the hoiith thm houe\^iid bound 
st«amers, after pa sing Caje Knee If a lule should be e'-tab 
lished to this effect by the regulai' lines, the chances of collision 
would be still smaller, and the sailing ships would geuemlly be 
awai-e, when she heard the steamer's whistle in a fog, which 
way she was heading, not only by the number of blaste, but by 
the position or place of the ship. 

A port tire or blue light burned at stated periods in thick 
weather finds some advocates, but it has serious disadvantages ; 
it cannot be seen far in a fog, and it cannot denote the course 
of the ship, while it blinds the men on the lookout on board of 
the ship, and it would cost more than a little waste of steam. 
The steam whistle, then, I consider the true thing to wai'n an 
approaching ship. 

One great cause of loss of life on the occasion of the loss of 
steamer Atlantic, on Lake Erie, and in the case of the Arctic, 
was, no doubf, the prevailing Jdea that sinking ships go down 
suddenly, creating a whirlpool or vortex; A sinking ship is, 
thank Heaven, not a usual sight, but it is not al!ogether a 
novelty with me, for I have been on board of one that capsized 
and sunk in a few minutes, and I have seen another sink under 
the bows of the Bnropa, and I am not a believer in jumping 
into real danger in order to avoid an imaginaiy one ! Ships 
go down more or less suddenly, no doubt, and there is in some 
cases a tendency to draw down to a certain extent all those who 
may be on the deck, but not to an extent greater than would 
be the case by jumping from the ship's rail, in which process 
any ordinary "life-preserver" is likely to be damaged by 
breaking its fastenings. 

This is a good occasion to illustrnte the value of a good look- 
out from aloft several times a day, on board of all vessels at 
sea. There is no knowing how many despairing souls might 
have been saved, as was Captain Luce, by a good lookout from 
aloft, if every shipmaster should send a man aloft several times 
a day, to look for wrecks, particularly in the stormy Atlantic. 



d by Google 



I have treated of the meaQS obviously useM foi- saving life 
in cases of sudden wreck, aad I come now to make some 
suggestions as to more extensive means for this great end in 
steamships. All steamers, whether of Vood or of iron, should 
have a practically water-tight bulkhead before the engine-room, 
and another abaft the same, so that any serious fracture at 
either end would enable the engines still to work, and keep the 
small leaks under. True, the bulkhead cannot be always 
perfectly tight, but we must not give them op for this reason, any 
more than we should give up ships because they sometimes leak. 

The saloon-deck of steamei's, generally sixty or eighty feet 
long, may be so built and fastened to the stauding part or sides 
as to be detacljed at short notice and form a valuable raft, 
especially if spars, pontoons and life-lines and railings are so 
prepared as to meet the exigeucy. A short time ago, the idea 
of constructing a steamer so as to sink with comparative safety 
to her passeiigei-s, would have been met with ridicule ; but we 
now realize, from the sad experience of the Arctic, that good 
ships .can sink, and that mauy lives can be lost by sudden 
accidents for want of precautions in their original constiiiction. 
Besides t!ie saloon-deck and Ihe bulkheads, it would be a good 
plan in constructing sea steamere, to have all hatches, doors 
in bulkheads and other apertures, so contrived that they can be 
clo^ly fatitened ; firstly, to exclude air in cases of fire, and 
next, to keep in the air when the ship is, by an accident like 
that to the Arctic, gradually sinking. I do not hesitate to say, 
that had the engines of the Arctic been stopped as soon as the 
probability of sinking was imminent, and all the ports, dead- 
lights and hatches securely caulked and fastened down, the ship 
would have filled much less rapidly ; it is not necessary that 
the apertures should be entirely air-tight, nor that the bulk- 
heads should be perfectly water-tight in order to stop the vent. 
As fire OQ board ship is not uncommon, we all resort in such a case 
to excluding the air, and I see no valid reason why wo should 
not keep the air in when the leaks get the better of the pumps. 

I come now to speak of the mistakes made in the manage- 
ment of the Arctic. In making these remarks, I would not be 
understood as implying blame to the gallant commander. From 
a personal knowledge of him, I am quite sure that he thought 
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only of the safety of his passengers, and while 1 make some 
comments on his proceedings, I would frankly say that it is 
much easier, while sitting by our firesides, after the disaster, to 
suggest what ought to have been done. It was a fatal mistake 
to run the ship when it was ascertained that the leak was 
rapidly gaining on the pumps. The land was forty or fifty 
miles distant, and every revolution of the wheels not only 
inci-eased the leak, but canied the ship further from the direct 
track of vessels. The ship should' have been arrested in her 
course, and all the means applied to getting the boats safely 
manned, all apertures should have been carefully closed, and 
the masts should have been cut away, as they would have done 
more towards forming rafts than all the spare spars. In all 
the acconnts which I have seen, not one word is said as to any 
attempt to cut away the masts ; perhaps no axes were at hand, 
and if this is tme, it shows a lamentable want of precaution for 
an emergency liable to happen to any ship. Allowing that the 
officers and most of the crew had already accidentally or 
wilfully left the ship, it can hardly be possible that there were 
]io passengers who could handle an axe, and the only way that 
I can account for the omission of this expedient, is by supposing 
that the axes had been taken away, or that the ship was not 
provided with them. But the great cause of the immense loss 
of life was the want of due organization for such an emergency, 
and this cause operated to a fearful extent in consequence of 
the want of sufficient boats to take anything like the whole 
number of persons comprising the crew and passengers of the ship. 
Great allowances must be made for Captain Luce, when we 
cast any imputation on his judgment in running the ship after 
he was sure that nothing could save her. Who is there with 
such a vast accumulation of responsibility on his mind and 
heart who would have done more than he ? Surrounded as he 
was by despairing friends, looking to him for superhuman 
exertions, practically deserted by his men and by most of those 
to jvhom they had been accustomed to look up to for orders and 
control, what more could he do than to raise his voice, and by 
hia manly example show that if he had been properly supported 
many might have been saved. As to the desertion of the fire- 
men and seamen, little more need be said than that they obeyed 
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the instinct of self-preservation. Tliey are not usually men 
from whom you would expect a difEereiit course. With few 
exceptions, they were men without any particular attachment 
to the ship, or to her officers or passeagei-s. If they had been 
duly organized for such a fearful crisis, and if they had felt 
that the boat would contain every soul on board, there would 
have been put on the record of humanity many acts of dis- 
interestedness and devotion to duty. But without discipline, 
precmcerted and duly enforced discipline, what else could have 
been expected of them than to rush for the boats ? The few 
who did not do this deserve to be eurolled among the heroes ; 
but I doubt not there were among the deserters many men 
who, under proper control, would have equally deserved the 
name ! 

I understand from one of the survivors of the Ai'ctic's 
officers, tiiat she had a good set of seamen on high wages, and 
that they were generally sober men ; men to be relied upon in 
time of danger from the ordinary perils of the sea. I can, if 
this be true, only attribute their anxiety to leave the ship to a 
want of confidence in the means provided for saving them. 
True, the law says that the seamen must sticli by the ship and 
assist tlic passengers, and after seeing them safely deposited in 
the boats, they may sink or swim at their leisure, if there be no 
means to buoy them np. But wliat seaman, who has not served 
in a ship of war, under strict orders, and having a certain 
amount of *' esprit du corps," can be expected to study the 
niceties of Blackstone or Story on board a sinking ship ! 

I pity the man who lost so good an opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing himself, but I can scarcely blame him. Life in a 
coal-stained skin and a red shirt is as dear as if clad in broad- 
cloth and velvet. 

Finally, tlie ceiling and timbers in the wake of a steamship's 
engine room should be closely fitted and made water-tight 
between the bulkheads.^ In this case a leak in the fore-hold, 
or after-hold, or in any place forward or abaft tlie bulk- 
heads, would be kept from flooding the engine-room ; and 
the pnmps, even those attached to the engine, could be 
worked much more effectually than when in dajiger of being 
flooded. 
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In the ease of the loss of the Amazon, by fire, 1851 
or '52, the engineers were driven from the engine- 
rooDi, and there being no means for stopping the ship 
accessible from the deck, she ran at speed, and in the 
attempt to lower the boats, they were swamped, and 
many lives were lost. Having no account at hand I 
am unable to state how many were rescued, or by what 
means. 

This is a good place to reiterate what I have often 
said, namely, that every steamer should have means 
for shutting off steam from the deck, and donkey 
boilers and engines, for pumping and throwing water, 
should be located, not as usual, in some corner of the 
engine-room, but in some place much more accessible 
from the upper deck. 

Many cases could be cited besides the Amazon, the 
Central America, and the America, to show the folly 
of placing the donkey engine and boiler, in or near 
the engine-room. 

The recent loss of the Pacific Mail Steamer, by fire, 
in the Harbor of Yokohama, so well detailed in the 
Daily Advertiser, of the 12th Oct., shows the necessity 
for keeping up steam in the donkey boiler at all 
times, when the main engines are not in use. The 
want of steam seems to have been the principal cause 
of the loss of this noble ship, and so many lives. 
Next to this the preparation of the boats and rafts, was 
too long neglected in the necessity for fighting the fire. 
To one looking at the loss of this fine ship, from this 
side of the Continent, it seems inexplicable that so 
many lives should have been lost, in a smooth harbor, 
with plenty of vessels at hand, and I cannot but think 
that there was a great want of good management on 
the part of the spectators. 
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In the ease of the Bienville, recently lost by fire, 
every one acquainted with Capt. Maury gives him 
credit for being a thorough seaman, and a humane 
gentleman ; but here is a case where the resources 
provided by the owners in boats, floats, or rafts were 
insufficient for the emergency, and some of the means 
provided, were of an unstable character. 

Not having seen any detailed account of the ex- 
amination of Capt. Maury and his officers, or of the 
survivors. I abstain from making any extended 
comments on the loss of this ship, and part of her 
people. 

In the case of propeller Metis, recently lost between 
Watch Hill and Point Judith, I would remark that I 
have seen no official report of the examination by the 
inspectors; but I have read all the newspaper details, 
and I do not remember to have seen or heard a single 
word on what appears to me, to have been the great 
neglect or oversight; and that was, in not immediately 
bringing her wounded side to windward, and by every 
means giving her a list to starboard, in order to get at 
and stop the fracture. The wind being to the South or 
Southeast, blowing on shore pretty fresh; if her head 
had been put to seaward, her anchors let go, and 
exertions made to heel her to starboard, the chances 
are that the leak could have been kept under control 
by the full power of her steam pumps. Whereas, 
when too late, it was found that she was leaking badly, 
she was run at full speed towards the land, directly 
away from the well known track of passing vessels. 
In this case there was a lamentable want of organiza- 
tion ; the boats were insufficient as life-boats, were 
under little control, and the metallic pontoon or raft, 
scarcely mentioned in the published accounts, appears 
never to have left the hurricane deck, until it broke 
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up. I would much like to know, how mucih this raft 
did towards the saving of life, and how much it failed 
to do. 

The loss of the Metis will be forever remembered 
as illustrating the great value of the detachable upper 
deck. Although it was not made to come ofE, it is 
quite clear that it was the means of saving many lives. 
If the steamer herself had reached the shore nearly 
full of water, drawing fifteen or twenty feet, and been 
thrown among the breakers, perhaps a quarter of a 
mile from the beach, the chances are that more lives 
would have been lost than by remaining where she 
was struck, even had she filled there and sunk, or by 
going down where she did. As a schooner's bowsprit 
is several feet above water, it is fair to conclude that 
the main fracture was mostly above water, and that if 
it had been properly examined and measures taken to 
stop the hole, instead of forcing in the water by keep- 
ing on, the result would have been very different. 

To go back a little to ocean disasters, I would cite 
the case of the steamer Connaught, lost near our coast 
in October, 1860. She first sprung a bad leak and 
then took fire. The whole crew were saved by the 
brig Minnie SchifFer, Capt. Wilson, who got a hawser 
to the steamer, and thus quickly and safely rescued 
every soul. But for the close connection between the 
steamer and .the brig, many lives would probably have 
been lost. 

In the winter of 1865-6, the ship Caledonia, with 
immigrants, became disabled in the Atlantic, not very 
far from our coast. All hands were rescued success- 
fully by boats, by the bark Fredonia, Capt. Burke, 
whose management met the high encomiums of the 
Humane Society and of the public. Ho threw over 
a considerable part of his cargo to make room for the 
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passengers and brought them into port. He did not 
make a connection between his vessel and the ship. 
Not knowing all the circumstances of wind and 
weather, and knowing that he saved all, the inference 
is that he acted for the best. 

I have before me the report of the Chief of Revenue 
Marine, N. B. Devereux, for 1870, to the Secretary of 
the Treasurjj on revenue cutters, hospitals and life- 
saving stations, from whieh I extract the following 
useful information, relating to the life-saving stations 
and means for saving life generally. At page 43, I 
notice that the credit due to Capt. Ottinger for the 
origin of the Ufe-car is acknowledged. There are 
twenty-eight stations from Cape May to Sandy Hook, 
on the Jersey shore, and twenty-sis between Coney 
Island and Montauk Point, on the Long Island shore. 
There is an interval of five miles between each station. 
Congress appropriated $15,000 to the Humane Society 
of Massachusetts in the year ending June 30, 1871, to 
be accounted for to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and a further act provided for pay of six men to 
each alternate boat station, on the coast of New 
Jersey and Long Island, from 16th December to 15th 
March, at the rate of $40 per month. This pay is 
stated to give these men at the rate of more than 
double the compensation the keepers receive, which 
is f 200 per annum. The report recommends correct- 
ing this, and giving keepers $350, and also increasing 
the salaries of the two superintendents, H. W. Sawyer 
and H. E. Hunting, to $2,000 per annum ; also that 
the crew be paid a regular salary. The report treats 
fully on the various boats used and recommended for 
use on the coasts of New Jersey and Long Island, and 
alludes to the Manby mortar and the Delvigne pro- 
cesses. In speaking of the fonner, page 55, it says, 
"with a 5^ inch mortar and 34 pounds of powder, 
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Manby tlirew 310 yards of deep sea line, and with an 
8 inch mortar nearly 479." Of course it was intended 
to say 14 ounces and not pounds. The report also 
says that the Delvigne process had not been conducted 
on a proper scale. To this I would say, that I have 
before me the most exhaustive trials of the process, 
under government authority. The report also says, 
that if Manby threw out, experimentally, 479 yards, 
there ought to be no difficulty in throwing out six or 
eight hundred. To this I would remark, that if we 
have a 15 inch mortar and a suitable charge, and a 
sufficiently strong attachment to a heavy projectile, 
we can throw a rope a mile or more. But this is not 
the question; the limit as to range must necessarily 
be governed by the ability to transport the mortar 
and its gear along a sandy shore. One very important 
consideration is suggested in this report, and this is to 
have scientific and elaborate tests made by U. S. 
Engineers, so as to provide the best means for throw- 
ing lines to wrecks. 

Looking back a little, to a lecture given in 1SG7, 
for the benefit of the Snug Harbor, I find some hints 
worth repeating. 

In allusion to the loss of the City of Bath, off Hat- 
tera.8, under distressing circumstances, it was recom- 
mended that steamers be provided with means to 
inject steam into the coal-bunkers and cargo spaces, in 
crder to put out fire ; the pipes capable of being 
operated from the deck. Since that paper was printed 
I have heard of steamers so fitted, and I have recently 
noticed that the America, lately destroyed in Japan, 
had means for thus extinguishing fires; but she had 
not steam to~spare, either to pump water or to put 
out fire, when lost. Donkey engines and boilers are 
generally used for washing decks and hoisting cargo, 
rather than for putthjg out fires! 
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Allusion was made in this lecture to ihe utility of 
pumps operated by hand, supplied by a suction hose, 
to be put over the side at any convenient point. One 
or two powerful pumps, thus fitted, would be valuable 
as auxiliary to the steam pumpa, and might save life 
and property sometimes when the steam pumps give 
out. Eeference is also made to a plan originating 
with Mr. Gray, of London, for making water-tight 
bulkheads in iron ships double, leaving a space of a 
few inches between them, so that the space could 
generally be kept full of water, as a preventive against 
fire. This plan would make the hull stronger, pro- 
vided the bulkhead was properly put in and stayed. 

Cargo hatches should be packed so as to be water- 
tight, ani each compartment should have its steam 
pump connection, as well as hand pumps competent 
to keep the water within control, even if the bottom 
should be fractured, and provided the cargo itself is 
buoyant. Much may be done in the construction and 
fitting of ocean steamers towards sinking very gradit- 
ally when stove by grounding or by collision. Even if 
the ship cannot be saved, she may be kept above water 
for hours, so as to afibrd a chance for rescuing the 
lives of her people. Many cases have occurred where 
the gain of an hour or two would have saved many 
lives. Such a gain as this, as I am assured by a prac- 
tical engineer of great repute, may be attained by 
making the boUers of steamers subservient to keeping 
them afloat, for a time ; that is to say, if the proper 
arrangements be made originally in the fitting of the 
boilers, and the right thing done in such cases as the 
Artie, Metis, and others, they can be converted into 
floating power instead of adding to the dead weights 
which tend to sink the ship. 
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Much has been said and much has been done in the 
way of invention and in the way of legislation, in 
regard to boaUowering apparatus. Among practical 
men few of the patent arrangements find favor. Sim- 
ultaneous lowering machines and detaching machines 
work very well on paper. So far as my experience 
goes, nothing is more simple and safe than the usual 
hoisting tackles, taking care, however, to put the rings 
in the lower hlocks and the hooks in the boat; this 
renders the hooking on and unhooking of boats very 
much more safe. After hoisting up the boat thus, she 
should be hung by stout pennants, securely made fast 
inboard, and sufficiently strong to do the duty of a 
tackle, and long enough to permit of lowering the 
boat to the water, when they may be let go simul- 
taneously; the after one thrown over and the forward 
one used as a painter. I believe that this mode of 
lowering boats will, in the long run, be found the 
sim])lest and best. 

The usual contrivances for davits, or cranes for 
hoisting up boats, in merchant vessels and steamers 
generally, have descended to us from our forefathers, 
and should be modified in all places where the stand- 
ing rigging does not interfere, by an arrangement 
adopted by me, whereby the boats may be hung 
inboard ; or over the gunwale ; or further out, ready 
to lower. The arrangement consists of two stout 
timbers or stanchions fastened to the side on a line 
with the rail or the edge of the hurricane-deck, and 
extending about four or five feet above the rail or 
deck, to these are attached two flat bar davits, eight 
or ten feet long, connected together by a spar swivel- 
ling on gudgeons at the head of the davits, to tliis 
spar the boat hangs. The guys which support the 
davits must be set up to the rail or deck in a true line 
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with the bolts on which 'the foot of the davit swings 
out and in, and then the boat can be swung out and 
in with great ease, the motion of the davits being 
controlled and regulated by lines leading from their 
heads across the deck, and by a stout chain and tackle 
leading from the middle of the davit through an eye on 
the head of the stanchion. A ship's launch, or a heavy 
life-boat can be got in and out by this arrangement 
by few men, without the aid of stay or yard tackles. 
It is specially adapted to passenger vessels, which, 
going in and out of dock frequently, must as a rule, 
have their boats inboard, and ought to have them at 
all times ready to swing out. As now arranged the 
boats are stowed in chocks on deck, covered with 
canvas, fitted to be lowered only by considerable labor 
and after long delay. My arrangement will save full 
half the labor and time,. whether it be three minutes 
or twenty. 

The life-preservers required by law, must be suffi- 
cient in number for all hands, and of capacity to float 
sixteen pounds dead weight; this is little enough 
when it is considered that in a panic one will have 
often to do double duty. Wherever they are placed, 
there should be illustrations of the mode of attaching 
them. 

Among the dangers to which iron vessels and 
steamers are exposed, whether of wood or iron, is the 
effect of local attraction on the needle, exposing them 
to great errors in their courses; by constant study 
and frequent observations of celestial objects vessels 
running in a given trade can and usually do get along 
tolerably well ; they have a table of errors for every 
point of the compass to be applied on every course or 
to be registered or recorded on a distorted card by 
which the course is regulated. 
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The Savans of the Old World have not found any 
universal panacea or means for cnring local attraction, 
so that a vessel corrected here or in London can navi- 
gate with the same corrections into the Southern 
Hemisphere. Maoj devices by means of magnets and 
soft iron have been tried, and some of them have done 
well in particular ships in particular trades ; but no 
one that I am aware of in Europe pretends to correct 
local attraction for both hemispheres. 

We have a man in this conntry who has corrected 
for me several iron vessels, where the compass was 
practically useless ; in some cases more than ten points 
out. These vessels have gone to China, and to the 
Eio de la Plata, sailing by their regulated compasses, 
without any table of errors, entirely free from the 
effect of local attraction. 

This is something that has neither been done or 
attempted in Europe. 

No single thing will tend more directly to lessen 
the dangers of the sea than a reliable compass, speak- 
ing for itself, and not dependant for its integrity on a 
table of errors. 

Among the small things requisite as helps to safety, 
I would suggest that every ship's boat be provided 
with a pudding-hag drag, a conical bag similar to the 
canvas log chip ; having its cable, and its tripping- 
line for spilling or reversing it, this little machine will 
be foimd very useful to lay-to by, or to use in running 
through a surf. Another very important auxiliary to 
safety in laying-to, in scudding, and calming the waves 
when transshipping passengers, will be found in drop- 
ping over oil in small quantities ; it has a wonderful 
effect in keeping the water from breaking ; a good 
drag, and a keg of oil in a sea-way will make an 
ordinary boat coraparitively safe. 
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In the education of youth, swimming should be 
taught as well as riding, or dancing, or skating, and 
generally will be found as useful as either in saving 
life and promoting health. 

We find that In foreign countries the governments 
take a prominent part in encouraging life-saving 
associations, and although the principal associations 
arc supported by voluntary subscriptions, the govern- 
ments famish valuable aid by the loan of materials, 
and by drilling their coast guard for saving life, as 
well as for saving revenue. If any new invention 
comes up it is fully tested by the government. It is 
to be hoped that our government will follow the 
example of England and France in this direction, and 
,if it cannot give the aid of its coast guard, let it grant 
liberal sums for protecting our seaboard, and permit 
its revenue officers, and its ordinance officers and 
engineers to aid all humane effiirts for saving life. 

In May last, officers were detailed to examine and 
report on sundry life saving means, at Seabright, The 
board consisted of: — 

J. H. Saville, Chairman, 

Chief Clerk Treasuri/ Department. 
C. S. BOGGS, 

Rear Admiral. 
C. B. Patteesoh", 

Hydrographic laspeetor of ihe Coast Survey. 

William Gaskell, 
Charles W. Maxson, 

Uxiperls in Surf-ioais. 
The report of these gentlemen, a copy of which I 
have before me, says : " the trials were conducted by 
Capt. John Faunce of the Revenue Marine. The wind 
was fresh from southward and eastward but with a 
very moderate sea, not enough surf to afford an 
approximately fair test of the qualities of the life-boats. 
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"The mortar charged with three ounces of powder, 
threw out 210 yards of line and with a larger charge 
would have gone farther; the committee wisely 
recommended the Government to make extended 
experiments with large mortars, and also to devise 
some better mode of attaching the line, or becket, to 
the shot. Next came an experiment with A rocket 
invented by Mr. LilHendahl, ' consisting of a steel cased 
rocket with a long metallic loop to serve as a staff 
and an ingenious and simple way of attaching the line, 
the rocket is fired from a tube resting on a tripod 
arranged for any required elevation, the charge is 
ignited by a lock, the line running clear from a box.' 

"At the first fire, the line parted in consequence of 
fouling a fence; the second and third trials gav^ 
highly satisfactory resiilts, stretching out 283 yards of 
line against a fresh breeze." 

The size of the line, and the angle of elevation are 
not given ; another rocket contained in a paper case 
was tried but was not approved. 

The Committee wisely recommended extended trials 
of the Lillicndahl rocket, so as to get a just medium 
in regard to cost, range, etc. 

The first boats tried were three cedar boats, common 
to the location, and popular witli the surf-men. 
They were presented by Messrs. Curtis, of Squam, 
Waddcl, of Deal, and the Coast Wrecking Co., of 
Long Branch. 

" They went off rapidly together in fine style and 
although the surf was only moderate, the manner in 
which they were launched, and handled evidenced their 
superior qualities as surf-boats, and gave promise of 
what they are capable of doing in a high surf, and bad 
weather," 
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The size, weight, and extra buoyancy of these boats, 
is not given; I presume they are mere shells, and 
have no extra buoyancy in the shape of air-cases or 
cork. 

Next, the American Monitor Raft Co., presented one 
of their rafts, manned by seven men, "it was launched 
at the same moment with the boats, and gave evidence 
of possessing many good points as a life saving vehicle," 
this is all the report says as to the JMonitor raft. 

Next came the trial of the iron boat of Lieut. 
Stodder, the report says : 

"A crew consisting of thirteen toolt their places in 
the boat, with tossed oars, and she was suCcessfnlly 
launched from the wagon, the truclis of which were 
just within the edge of the surf. The impetus obtained 
in her descent on the inclined skids, shot her a full 
length into the surf, but it was only by a tremendous 
effort of the crew that she was kept head to the sea, 
until the full force of her oars could give her headway ; 
when this was obtained however, she was rowed easily 
to seaward, floating with much buoyancy, displaying 
very excellent qualities, as also a handsome appearance 
on the water. In designing this boat, Lieut. Stodder 
has combined many of the best points of the boats 
in use on the coast of Great Britain, and has succeeded 
in producing a boat of fine model, amply buoyant, 
- self-baling, and self-righting; but, in its present form 
larger than necessary, and in the opinion of competent 
judges, altogether too heavy for use, except at two or 
three points along our coast." 

The Committee do not give the weight or size, or 
describe the means for self-righting and bahng, nor 
do they say that these were tested. I infer, however, 
from what follows, that time did not admit of a more 
thorough trial. 1 have since learned through the 
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press, that in a trial in Newport harbor, tlie self-right- 
ing and bailing qualities were successfully tested. 

Next, the Beaupre life-boat was presented for trial. 
The Committee say : 

"She was launched like the Stodder boat, is similar 
in general design, but very inferior in model, and did 
not impress the Committee favorably." 

The Committee refer to a description of this boat 
by Messrs. Prindle & Co., from which I, gather the 
following information. This communication was made 
to the Board, on the 3d of June, a week after 
the tiial. 

John H. Saville, Esq., 

Chief Clerk Treasury Department : 

Deae Sir: 

We have the honor to submit the following remarks 
■with reference to Life-boats for use at the life saving stations 
upon tho Atlantic coast, aiid reqaest that they may be presented 
to the Board of Examination, of which you are the head. 

The time allowed for building and presenting the Beaupre 
Life-boat was so short, as to render it impossible for us to 
obtain a correct understanding as to the especial features 
required for the service, and therefore, our boat while fully 
illustrating the principles involved, proved entirely unsuitable 
by reason of its excessive weight and defective model. Had 
a sufficient length of time been obtainable, in the latter respect 
at least, our boat would have been coiistnietcd in a satisfactory 
manner. 

From the light now had upon the subject, we are of the 
opinion that the self-righting principle, however advantageous 
in the open water, is of little or no use in the surf, and that 
therefore, it should be dispensed with hi boats intended for the 
purpose above named, by which means tho weight and cost of 
the boat could be reduced nearly or quite one-third, and the 
improved device rendered fiir uiorc easy to handle than would 
otherwise be poss-ible. 
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The second principle involved in our boat, viz.: — Self-baling, 
is of vital importance to surf-boats, which as we are informed, 
are frequently filled by the sui-f one or more times before they 
can be launched in rough weather ; such filling entirely destroy- 
ing the usefulness of ordinary boats, and rendering it necessary 
that they should be baled out before a farther attempt at launch- 
ing can be made. With our self-baling principle applied to a 
boat, the only efiect produced by the shipping of water would 
be to temporarily increase the difficulty of pi-opulsion, as by 
adapting the capacity of the lifting chambers to the weight to 
be carried, the water thus shipped can be caused to pass from 
the boat in ten seconds, leaving a margin of twenty seconds 
before a second wave would strike it, during which interval 
sufBcient headway could be obtained to carry said boat beyond 
the point of danger. 

"While firmly believing that metallic boats are best adapted 
for the service required, we are of tbe opinion that some advan- 
tage may arise from the use of wood, and would state that the 
self-baling apparatus can be applied to such boats as readily as 
to those constructed of or from iron, and that when thtis pro- 
tected from swamping, surf-men would be enabled to go to sea 
in weather when no ordinary boat could live for a moment.* 

While at Seabright, on the 27tb ult., we conversed with 
nearly all of the surf-men present at the ti-ial of life saving 
apparatus, and found that without exception they considered 
the self-baling or emptying principle of great importance, and 
that, if applied to their cedar boats, the greatest obstacle to a 
passage through the surf would bo removed. 

In view of tbe above, we propose to furnish for use at life 
saving stations, metal or wood boats, constructed upon any 
model required, and which, when filled, shall be capable of 
automatically relieving themselves from water, in from ten to 
fifteen seconds, when provided with a full working crew. 
Very Respectfully, 

PRINDLE & CO. 

Washikgton, D. C, June 2,u, 1872. 



*No light H-ooden liont could bo liiiilt so as to iiiiui-c kccpiii 
in tlvo bottom tight. 



db,Google 



104 

Tlie Commission say that they "diet not have an 
opportunity to examine either the Stodder or the 
Beaupre boat in detail or critically. The time re- 
quired for a thorough consideration of the subject 
conld not be spared, and it is believed that a better 
and more satisfactory examination and report can be 
obtained by selecting persons who can avail them- 
selves of more time, and at a season when the various 
appliances can be put to the test of actual use. From 
the limited examination we were able to make, we 
were convinced of the superiority of the cedar boats 
over any other for general service on the coast of New 
Jersey. That these boats have been found by the 
long experience of practical surf-men to be the best 
adapted for any sort of work in the surf, is sufficient 
argument in their favor, without more than a passing 
allusion to the fact that these men could never be 
induced to use any of the boats of different shape 
supplied to the stations since their first estabhshment. 
Therefore, we recommend that a boat of similar model 
be placed at every station. It appears, however, to 
be worthy of consideration whether these boats may 
not be improved by adding air-chambers and other 
appliances as will make them selt-righting, without 
materially increasing their weight or changing their 
form. Also, whether they may not be constructed of 
galvanized iron, and thus provide against shrinkage 
and dry rot.. To determine those points it is recom- 
mended that Captain Gaskill, an experienced surf-man, 
be authorized to propose plans, specifications and 
model of such a boat as in his judgment will be best 
adapted for ordinary service in all weathers on the 
New Jersey coast." 

The Commission also recommend that Lieutenant 
Stodder's system be applied to smaller and lighter 
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boatSj and that a " number of these be placed at points 
adjacent to such inlets as may admit of the egress of 
the boat seaward with a crew of seven men." 

The Commission speak of sending the boat-wagon 
and Stodder's boat to Narragansett pier, where I 
understand they are now located. 

During the boat trials Mr. Meriam exhibited his 
life-preserving dress, which was very highly approved 
and recommended for the stations. Coston's night 
signals were also exhibited and approved of. 

In conclusion the report says: "Our visit to Sea- 
bright convinced us that the life-saving service de- 
serves the fostering care of the department, and in 
order to carry out the generous and humane designs 
of Congress the service should be thoroughly re- 
organized," 

Everybody must heartily concur in these sentiments 
and in the suggestion to have more full triiils of the 
boats and other apparatus. 



Boston, Gtli September, 1872. 

ADMIR.iL 0. S. BoGGS, "VVasliiogtoD. 

Dear Sh-, — I bave read the report of the trial of hfe-boats, 
at Seabright, on the 27th May, with great interest, aud concur 
with its general purport. I take note particularly of what is 
said OQ pages 7 and 8, in regard to the want of time and 
suitable weather for a thorough trial. Allow me to call your 
attention to aa article furnished to the Daily Advertiser, on or 
about the 10th ultimo, wherein I advocate a more extended 
trial in more suitable weather, so that the several boats, the 
raft and rockets, can be tested more fully. After reading your 
report, I am more than ever convinced that this ought to be 
done before expending much money. 
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There should be first a boat of the approved New Jersey 
model, built of galvanized iron, to be furnished with air-tanks 
of considerable capacity, say 40 gallons, in the ends ; cork 
floats on the outside, say 8 inches, in diameter in the centre, 
tapering to 3 or 4 at the ends, and two cork floats on the 
inside under the thwarts, say 1 foot in diameter, fitted with 
beckets and capa>ile of being removed at pleasure, to use as 
transporting buoys and for various obvious purposes as life 
saving material. The end tanks should be separate and 
distinct from the shell of the boat and not a part of it, so that 
they can be removed for examination, painting, etc. If on 
trial in competition with a simple cedar shell, this boat should 
be found too heavy to handle in launching, all the extra 
weight, such as tanks and floats, can be removed in a few 
minutes, so as to give her a fair chaj)ce ; iron against wood in 
a rough surf. 

So long as the wooden boat remains sound and free from 
water, she will compete successfully with all others — but the 
moment a fracture takes place, opening a leak, or a sea breaks 
on board, it is clear that the boat provided with floats will sustain 
her crew and others, and save lives, when the other will not. 
Now we must consider how far the extra weight of tanks, etc., 
renders the boat more liable to ship water, and how far it 
prevents quick evolutions by means of the oars. 

It is quite clear to my mind that the lighter a boat is, the 
better she can avail herself of the right moment to sliove off 
and be propelled to meet a coming roller at the light time, and 
this is one of the most important elements of success in launch- 
ing a surf-boat and getting beyond the breakers ; after this is 
accomplished in a strong head wind, more weight would be 
very valuable — hence a water reservoir to be filled at will 
would be an excellent adjunct in an iron boat, provided it did 
not add too much to the weight and cost ; when full it would 
tend to prevent capsizing, it would enable her to keep up the 
momentum, and it would help materially to right her m the 
event of being capsized. 

Still, the well-founded prejudices of our surf-men against 
weight should not be ignored, and it should not be forgotten 
that the chances of keeping a light boat upright may more than 
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OTerbalance the value of the water bottom. Then comes the 
question of bringing to the shore a number of extra men — the 
lighter the boat and the greater the spaee in her, the more 
persons she can land ; the most dangerous timo is in the land- 
ing -when overloaded, but if the beach be well manned, as 
is likely, and the crew of the boat be provided with cork 
belts for themselves and for all she can cany, the chances for 
ultimate safety are, to my mind, quite as good in the wood shell 
as in the heavier boat fitted with floats. The question of 
durability under the effect of exposure to heat and cold must 
not be lost sight of, — in this the iron boat would have a great 
advantage ; therefore, taking all things into consideration, I 
recommend the trial of the iron Jersey model boat, with 
movable floats, delivery valves and end tanks. 

Next comes the cedar surf-boat, the vehicle par-excellence, 
best adapted-, to insure the confidence of the surf-men, but let 
her be provided with a cork life-belt for every man of the crew, 
and one for every extra pei-son she can carry without materially 
interfering with the management of the boat. 

Third, a Beaupre boat should be tested alongside the others. 

Fourth, a monitor raft, the valuable qualities of this raft I have 
tested at Nantucket, in a surf, and I am well convinced that it 
can be got off and on in a surf when no other boat could live ; 
it cannot bo capsized, it cannot be filled unless ruptured, and it 
can be made to carry out and to land a much greater number 
of persons than aiiy ordinary surf-boat. At Nantucket I placed 
on one of two cylinders an anchor weighing 1,200 lbs., besides 
the wooden stock, and carried it out and landed it with ease ; 
no life-boat, at the time, could have taken out a kedge of 400 
lbs. I do not think that in your report you have given suffi- 
cient prominence to the monitor raft. 

Lastly, it would bo well enough in a competiti^'e trial, in 
rough water, to attempt to launch Lieut. Stodder's boat. If 
she can be got off the beach and through the breakers in a 
rough time, she would no doubt do well when beyond them. 

As to the Meriam dress, which I see you recommend very 
highly for all the stations and all the men, not having had any 
experience of it, I cannot speak confidently as to its utility for 
general purposes, but I would venture a few remarks on the 
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value of all material of India-rubber, -wbieli I liave fouud, after 
long trial, to be unreliable ; in warm weather it would not be 
popular with men who require the full use of all tlieir muecleB. 
The cork life-belt, under these conditions, and a cedar boat, 
would be preferred by sui-f-meu. In cold we:ither it would be 
stiff and cumbersome perliaps, and I should, myself, prefer to 
trust to warm clothing and a cork belt. For service on the 
beach in launching and awaiting the landing of the boat, it will 
be found valuable. It will be expensive in first cost, difUcult 
to maintain in good order, and in cold weather it will be 
uncomfoi-table. The best test of the value of the Meriam dress 
will be as to whether the beach-men prefer it afloat to a cork 
life-belt. 

I take note of your suggestion to make life-boats of double 
diagonal planking, like the English and French life-boats. This 
would doubtless be an improvement, but it would require too 
much time and money to reduce it to a system. What we want 
is a light, good modelled and cheap boat, such as can be 
readily made and repaired by ordinary boat-builders ; as we 
can have more of these for oar money, and transport them 
with more facility, the end of saving life will be best attained 
thereby. 

In regard to the "life car," originally devised by Captain 
Ottinger, of the U. 8. Revenue Service, but altered and made 
of iron, under the name of the Francis car, I would say these 
are too heavy and cumbersome to haul off and on through a 
surf. There have been instances where it has saved many 
lives and attained a good name, but I prefer the mode adopted 
in Europe, which consists of a cork buoy slung to the hawser 
by a bridle and traveller, and fitted with canvas legs to support 
a person in a sitting posture. This contrivance is cheap, 
portable and convenient. 

The Coston night signals will be found very useful for 
illuminating the beach when operating the mortar or rockets 
and preparing to land shipwrecked persons. 
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Mr. Samuel Webber has submitted to ray inspection 
a model 30 inches long of an improved Bcaupre boat 
made of tin. The boat to be made after this model of 
iron is to be 20 feet long, 6 feet 2 inches beam from 
gunwale to gunwale, depth exclusive of keel 26 inches, 
sheer 26. She is to have outside air-cases about 5 by 
16 inches, and inside air-cases under the thwarts. A 
platform or deck, constituting a large double bottom 
or tank, the whole length between the end tanks, 
which rise to a considerable height above the gunwale, 
so that the boat is nearly 4i feet high at the ends ; 
the stem and stern posts are. upright, the lines full. 
The platform is to be perforated by four large 
automatic delivery valves 6 by 8 inches. She is to 
have four thwarts to jaull eight short oars double 
bank, and to steer with a sweep. The model is said 
to be stiff, and to free itself of water readily and to be 
self-righting, which property in the full-sized boat is 
to be insured by weight at the keel, which is quite 
straight. Whether the theory illustrated by the 
model is to be fully carried out on a large scale 
remains to be seen. 

I visited South Boston to inspect an iron boat made 
by Mr. Webber, similar, though not identical, with 
the one described above. She is 20 feet long and 
weighs about 900 lbs, has large end tanks, a double 
bottom or deck, constituting an air-case about 8 inches 
above the bottom in the centre, and 10 inches near 
the end cases. Also air-cases on the outside, but none 
imder the thwarts at the side, like the model. This 
boat has four thwarts, and is now fitted to pull four 
double bank oars and has room for six. The thwarts 
are not far enough apart to pull freely in rough water 
and she is not fitted to steer with a sweep, but may 
be. I found this boat stiff enough and buoyant enough 
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with six men in lier. She pulls fairly, but with thia 
weight in her an inch of water was admitted through 
the four automatic valves, showing that the air-ease in 
her bottom is not of sufficient capacity to keep her 
dry with open valves. 

She was taken alongside of a small schooner and 
turned over by a parbuckle, when she righted with con- 
siderable water in her, heeling over, so that'the water 
remained in her until a man got into her and brought 
her upright, when the water gradually svhsided. 

This experiment proved that if capsized with four 
or five men in her, she would have been very likely 
to roll over like a log. Mr. Webber attributed the 
want of self-righting and self-freeing of water to too 
much dead rise and the absence of weight at the keel 
to assist in righting her. Without intending to con- 
demn the future fall-sized boat to be made like the 
model, I must say that the one I have seen is a 
failure, and cannot be considered a life-boat. The 
boat would be safer and better in all respects if one- 
third the space under the floor were filled with cork 
in several compartments, one-third by several air- 
cases not built into the boat but removable, and 
about one-third for a water ballast tank, to be filled 
on getting afloat. This would enable her to dispense 
with permanent ballast in the shape of an iron keel, 
and would make her self-righting, and ought to enable 
her to free herself of water if the valves are large 
enough and work freely. The' construction of the 
boat tried is very slight, and the double bottom will 
be very easily punctured, when she would float too 
deep to pull well in a sea-way. Should Beaupre con- 
struct a boat to pull six oars double bank, and make 
her strong enough to stand the hard work of a life- 
boat, with cork, air, and water under her floor as 
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suggested, all in separate" compartments, and also have 
the end tanks separate and removable, she would be too 
heavy and too costly to become popular as a surf-boat, 
but she would be very good for a passenger steamer. 

In connection with safety to steamers burning 
bituminous coal, and ships carrying the same, to 
distant markets it may be well to remind ship-owners 
that means should be provided to detect the heating 
of such coal and thus to guard against spontaneous 
combustion. Steamers carrying large masses of soft 
coal, should have stout iron pipes leading to the 
bottom of the ship ; by letting down a thermometer 
occasionally, the temperature may be ascertained and 
measures taken to guard against fire. In short trips 
across the Atlantic, perhaps there is no appreciable 
danger of spontaneous combustion, but in longer 
voyages to the tropica the precaution alluded to will 
not be found valueless. In sailing vessels carrying 
large masses of coal, not well ventilated and subject 
to being wet in the bottom of the ship, there is 
always great danger of spontaneous combustion. It 
is a question well worth considering whether such 
vessels should not be provided with means for 
ascertaining the heating of the cargo as well as means 
for quickly arresting the fire when it begins. It 
seems to me to be quite practicable to guard against 
fire under these circumstances and at a small expense 
compared to the extra insurance one has to pay on 
ships loaded with bituminous coal. 

1 understand that there arc to be erected, and ready 
for occupation, ten Government Stations by the 1st of 
December. They are to be located at tlie following 
places : Eace Point, Piovincetown ; Peaked Hill Bars 
about half-way between Eace Point and Highland Lightj 
Highlands, about one mile north of Highl.and Light; 
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Parraet Hollow; Gaboon's Hollow, Wellfleet ; Nausett ; 
Orleans; Chatham, 1' south of Lights ; Monomoy; and 
one on the southwest point of Block Island. According 
to a plan and specifications for the New Jersey and 
Long Island Stations, furnished me some time ago, I 
conclude the dimensions of the above named houses, 
are to be, 42 by 18 feet, with a lower story 9J feet, 
and an attic ; the ground plan will have a boat-room 
29 feet long, and a "living-room," with fire-place, and 
closets. I understand that when these Stations are 
fully furnished they will have a boat, mortar and 
apparatus, bunks for shipwrecked men, and that 
keepers will be appointed, whose duty will be to take 
care of the apparatus, and organize crews who shall 
be on hand in stormy weather ready for any emer- 
gency, and that the whole will be under the superin- 
tendence of an active agent, who will receive a salary 
similar to that of the Superintendents on the New 
Jersey and Long Island shores ; but, as the appropri- 
ation procured by the Honorable Mr. Buffington is 
insufficient to fully supply and organize these stations, 
I conclude that Congress will be called on to give 
further means for this purpose, before the stations can 
be completed. I am not aware whether it has been 
determined to supply these stations with a modified 
Stodder boat; an iron boat, on the Jersey model with 
some extra buoyancy; or the ordinary Cedar Boat, so 
well known on the Jersey shore. 

As these stations may be considered in some sense 
as experimental, as to their general utility, also, as to 
their boats, and mortars, and their organization ; it 
will be well to have boats of various models, and with 
various fittings ; so that the trained men, who, I under- 
stand are to have constant charge, and regular pay, 
may come to some definite conclusion as to what will 
be a good boat for each locality. 
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Extract from a Letter to an Undekwrtteii, 
DATED January 28, 1861. 

You know very well that ships and mou ciinnot, in all their 
essential points of competency, be classed by auy existing rule, 
and a premium charged in accordance therewith. If you were 
to undertake this task, others would get the premium wliile you 
were .debatiug the merit's of the risk. A classification of the 
block is necessary, yet that does not always, if generally, 
i-egulate the premium ; the classification of the hhck-iiead who 
is to command is uot sufficiently taken into account ! Yon may 
ask, and generally do ask the owner, " who is going master ? " 
If the reply does not bring to mind a recent loss, a recent trial 
for cruelty or neglect, or a providential escape from great 
danger, (incarred by reason of gross carelessness,) and for 
which the captain has been perhaps rewarded, you accept him 
as all right ; and if tlie applicant is a good customer, you insure 
bis first-rate ships and his ordinary ships, his first-rate and his 
ordinary captains, at the same rate of premium for the same 
voyage, trusting to the laws of chance to make a good average 
profit. 

Marine risks in former times were remunerative, but now 
there seems to be a general distrust of them, and I think this 
has arisen maiiily for want of a proper scrutiny on the part of 
insurers upon the main points of tlie risk, which to my appre- 
hension, are: — 

1st. The standing and capacity of the master, particularly 
in regard to his personal character, and his education as a 
navigator and his experience in the particular trade he is 
going into. 

2d. The findings and fittings of the ship, particularly in 
regard to pumps, windlass, capstan, compasses, chronometers, 
and other instruments, ehai-ts, lights, signals, etc., etc. 

3d Tht, number and quality of officers, men, and boys, 
con I s ng tl e crew. 

I til nk it of Tery little consequence, comparatively, whether 
tl e s| I clas A 1 or B 2, provided the securities named above 
aie CI ef lly looked after. I had much rather insure a poor 
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ship with only one chronometer, with a iii-Et-rate captain and 
crew, than an A 1 ship loaded with chronometers, with an 
incompetent master and crew. 

You have inspectors of ships, who talte a cursory glance at 
some of them while building or repairing, and whoso opinions 
iire very often made up from the statements of owners or 
builders, as to their fastenings and general qualifications. You 
pay these eorapeteiit and honest agents liberally for niaJcing up 
printed reports, which are very useful as references when you 
desire to ascertain the facts as to name, rig, port of register, 
when and where built or repaired, coppered, etc. I believe 
there are no columns for the name or standing of the captain 
or owners, which are subjects of momentous interest in estimate 
ing the value of marine risks. Besides these, I think you want 
a place for recording the length and quality of chain cables, for 
the weight and quality and kind of anchors, and n record as to 
whether these have been tested, and by what standard. 

The comparatively modem custom of building ships and 
fitting them by contract, " ready for sea" has been a fruitful 
source of disaster, it being the direct interest of the contractor 
to furnish the cheapest articles of essential utility and safety. 
Of course there are exceptions to this rule, and these exceptions 
are among tJie ruined contractors. 

Nothing is more common than to see a first-rate ship furnished 
with anchors which would break if dropped thirty feet upon a 
rock, and with chains which have never been subjected to the 
slightest test, and which come from notoriously cheap manu- 
factories in England. Nothing more common than to see iron 
Tised for the vital parts of a ship's rigging of the same poor 
quality as that put into her hull. Nothing more common than 
to see a fine ship calked by contract, in the very worat weather, 
and the garboard seam in particular, ivhen the weight of the ihif 
rests mostly upon the keel blocks, the result of which is, generally, 
a leaky ship. Nothing more common than for valuable ships 
and steamers to be sent to sea without any test of the correct- 
ness of their compasses, which, however good in themselves, 
are liable to be far out by reason of local attraction, and very 
often with very little attention to the quality of the instruments 
themselves. Nothing more common than for ships to go to sea 
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without local coast charts, and for masters to be whoUj ignorant 
of harbor navigation, and wholly dependent on pilots, whereby 
it often happens that much greater rislcs are incurred, than 
would be if tiie captain had a little local knowledge as to his 
port of destination. 

The great improvements, within the last twenty years, in 
ship's pumps, windlasses, capstans, rig, steering-gear, and in 
most of the details which make ships safer, when placed by the 
side of the scale of premiums, and compared with former rates, 
shows quite clearly that the enhanced value of risks is caused 
principally by a falling off in the quality of masters, maies and 
men, by bad anchors and chains, hy bad calking, had iron work, 
defeativ3 compasses, poor chronometers, a want of good charts, 
inattention to or ignorance of lun-ar observations, and a false 
economy on the part of owners. 
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Here is a plan for lioisting and lowering ships' boats, through 
which they can be maoaged without the use of yard and stay 
tacltles. It consists simply of two " stanchions " bolted to the 
side of the ship, attached to which, at the point where they 
ioteraect the hammoclt rail or the hurricane deck, are flat iron 
davits. Fig. 2, shows the boat in three positions: — A',, ready 
to lower ; B', stowed for ordinary sea use, or when using 
the guns ; C, ready to lower on deck, or suspended inboard to 
avoid the risks of collision. In position A', the davit may be 
variously supported ; the simplest way perhaps, is as shown 
by a chain, D', or by passing the chain through an eye in the 
head of the davit. At F', this chain and tackle is shown to 
hold what is got in moving to the upright position, B', and also 
to ease the boat down gradually to position C 

Fig. 1, shows a fore-and-aft view of the boat stowed in 
position B'. The davits are kept steady by a permanent sp^r to 
which the boat is attached ; this spar turns in iron gudgeons 
working in the^ ends of the bar davits ; it is further steadied in 
a fore-and-aft direction by permanent guys, D, of rope or chain, 
which, being set up in a line with the bolt holding the davit to 
the stanchion, are always " taut." E^ represents the gripes, 
and G, the line of rail; the weight of the boat is partly taken 
off of the spar and davits by landing in crotches, F, which turn 
down flat when the boat is to be lowered. The seaman will 
readily perceive that by this simple arrangement the boats — 
where the shrouds do not interfere — are always ready to put 
out or to be taken in. TJie plan is specially useful for vessels 
having no yards to hoist the launch or for those with " hurricane" 
decks. In vessels of the latter class there should be no "fly-rail" 
abreast of the boats, and they need not come above the plank- 
shire or covering board more than a foot, and may be landed 
either in permanent or movable chocks. 

In vessels-of-war, as is well known, the boats are generally 
much in the way of damage by the concussion of heavy guns ; in 
saluting they are generally lowered, but in fighting at sea they 
must be kept in place, not only much exposed to damage by the 
concussion of one's own guns, but by shot from the enemy ; 
the latter cannot be avoided, acd in case of. being run into, the 
boats, as usually stowed, are the first to suffer by the shock. la 
my plan they can be swung iu at a minute's notice, and in case 
of any disaster, involving the sinking pf the ship, the lives of 
the crew ai'e more likely to be saved by having the heavy boats 
practically always ready to put into the water ; though to speak 
the simple truth such boats as are universally supplied to war 
ships are not very good vehicles for saving life, for there is not 
a botia fide " life-boat " in the navy that I know of. 
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Ship's Boats. 

It has often been said that there is not in the whole 
navy a single life-boat — that is to say, a boat which 
can never be sunken, and which can be righted when 
turned over. These are the most essential qualities 
of a life-boat; more, we cannot well have in ship's 
boats, on account of the weight and the room required 
to make them perfect life-boats. "We shall be told by 
naval men that it is very easy, at short notice, to 
convert any boat into a life-boat by lashing water- 
breakers somewhere in the interior. This will answer 
to prevent sinking too deep to be bailed out ; but, if 
lashed low down, they would assist her turning bottom 
up, and keep her so, in a surf or sea-way. We there- 
fore repeat, there are no Ufe-boat« in the navy. As 
we cannot carry perfect life-boats at the davits, we 
must devise the most simple means for making boats 
somewhat insubmergible and easy to right when 
turned over. 

Boats for war vessels must have room for arms, 
ammunition and supplies. In what we propose to say, 
we desire our readers to understand that we go for 
working boats, and not mere pleasure boats. "We 
think every boat can afford space for an air-tank at 
each end, varying in size according to size of the 
boat. This wUl be very useful in assisting to righten 
the boat, and if it has a man-hole, it can be used as a 
safe place of deposit for valuable traps, as signal Kght« 
or papers,'^not occupying sufficient space to impair its 
utility as a float. And under the thwarts, at the side, in 
double bank boats, and amidships in single bank, there 
should be some floating power, as cork or air cannisters, 
sufficient in buoyancy with the help of the end can- 
nisters to keep the boat in conditio;i to he bailed out 
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if filled by shipping water, or partly full when righted. 
This is all we can expect to attain in a ship's boat. 

All ship's boats, whether for merchant service or for 
the navy, should have a centre-board, and no projec- 
tion of keel. In suggesting this to a naval friend, he 
answers : " For one or two boats, officers would 
appreciate the centre-board; launches are generally 
propelled by steam, and are supposed to be capable 
of towing all the other boats, so as to spare the men." 
And he also says : " Boats of men-o'-war are fitted 
with lug-sails, and these are regarded -as only to be 
used when the boat will lay her course ; beating to 
windward is usually not allowed, partly on accoimt of 
the insufficiency of the rig, and partly because pulling 
is a good physical exercise ; a lug does not lumber a 
boat, and does very well with a free wind ; for 
beaching, the absence of keel will be a great advan- 
tage." 

Presuming this to be the general reasoning of naval 
men, we wonld say that a properly cut and properly 
set lug-sail is as good as any ship's boat can have, and 
with the aid of centre-board, wiU be weatherly, sure 
in stays, safe to go on a beach, easy to stow within 
another boat and at the davits, will turn more quickly 
under sail or oars ; in short, she will be more safe 
and more manageable in aU respects than a keel boat. 
If beating dead to windward is out of order, the rule 
is the result of poor fittings. It cannot be out of 
order to make good the courses, instead of making 
several points lee-way. If it is recognized as good 
economy to husband the strength of the men for great 
efforts by towing under steam, there can be no 
objection to exercising the same economy by doing 
well what we now do very badly for want of centre- 
boards and properly fitted lug-sails. 
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In a cutter 30 feet long, there is room for masts of 
18 feet, -without interfering with the stem-sheets. 
The fore and main-sails may be exactly alike ; the 
latter has a light boom, which is necessary to make it 
set well. The fore-yard is two feet longer than the 
main, in order to set on it ■ a jib, representing a split- 
lug. This is a valuable auxiliary in tacking as well as 
in balancing the canvas. The jib is not necessarily a 
fixture, but may often be dispensed with ; still, when 
reefed with the others, it will be found very effective 
in stays. 

In what is called a whaleboat in a frigate, though 
not like one except in general shape, the sprits come 
to the tack of the sail and shove into a pocket 5 or 6 
feet up, so that, when brailed to the mast, you have 
practically a reefed sail of the shape called " shoulder 
of mutton." The principal advantage attained by 
bringing the tack of a lug-sail to the mast is that it 
needs no dipping. 

In the Journal for October, 1855, 1 find a valuable 
paper on the management of boats in a surf, from 
which I extract some hints, which, like those for 
rescuing drowning men, require practice rather than 
theory. At the same time, no harm can arise by 
maldng use of the experience of the writer. In dis- 
cussino' this subject, I would remark that beaches 
differ almost as much as roads ; some are steep-to, with 
little current^ others with cross-currents, others run- 
ning off shoal and regular, others intersected by 
bars and gullies ; so that, in laying down rules for 
manoeuvring in a surf, it has to be borne in mind that 
the boat must be adapted to the locality, and the men 
themselves must be acquainted with it. No general 
rule will answer for every place, and we cannot have 
a boat adapted to all. Men accustomed to whaleboats, 
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pulling long oars, are not the best for double bank 
oars, and those who have been accustomed to dories, 
pulling short oars cross handed, if put into a whale- 
boat, would be out of place. With this preface, I 
shall quote so much from the Journal as will illustrate 
the subject : 

In conversing with our beach men, I find that they 
prefer a light, fast-pulling, flat midship-section boat, 
for the following reasons : time being precious, they 
can transport them to the scene of action readily with 
few men ; they can shove them off and get headway 
on them to pass a coming roller before it breaks, or' 
they can back astern to avoid a " coamer " much 
quicker than in a heavy boat. If the boat is shghtly 
rounding on the flat bottom, or what is called rocker 
bottom, she can be slewed to meet or to avoid a 
coming sea hy the steersman, without the necessity, as 
in a large boat, of being simultaneously assisted by the 
oars. The latter is a delicate operation, seldom well 
done except by a thoroughly drilled crew. In fact, 
the safety of a boat in going off-shore depends almost 
altogether on the management of the steer oar. In 
coming m before the sea it is still the most important 
thing, but in this case the oarsmen, when facing the 
sea, can more readily assist the steersman. The fact 
that the fewer the men operating a boat in a danger- 
ous sea the more chance for safety, is well illustrated 
in the dory, which, for the information of "outside 
barbarians," I will describe. They are very light, flat, 
rocker bottomed skiffi with considerable sheer, and sides 
flaring out to the gunwale ; the bow is sharp, and the 
stern cut off so as to leave the end about 18 inches or 
2 feet across ; the flat of the bottom is perhaps half 
the beam from gmiwale to gunwale; they differ in 
size, so that fishermen carry them in nests three 
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together, some pulling four short oars by two men and 
some only two. Now, as the smallest of these shells 
when once off the beach are controlled by one mind, one 
impulse, and controlled veryqmckly,it follows that they 
can get off and on, meeting heavy rollers before they 
break, or backing astern to avoid breakers, when very few 
surf-boats could go ; but they are so crank and easily 
overloaded, that they are quite useless in boarding 
wrecks to bring inexperienced persons to the shore. 
In a larger dory, pulling four oars, the chance of 
mismanagement is increased, although the power to 
puU to windward is doubled. In proportion, therefore, 
as we increase the size and the number of men, we 
increase the chances of mistakes. Still, the necessity 
exists to have boats capable of bringing to the shore 
several persons besides the crew. We must therefore 
have experienced men for crews ; if possible, men who 
have been accustomed to operate together, men who 
can understand what the steersman requires of them 
and act simultaneously. K a boat is to be manned in 
a harbor, and intended to be pulled to sea over a bar 
where there is sufficient broken water at all times, 
there is no objection to a large double-bank boat to 
pull ten or twelve oars ; but to go off a shelving beach 
in a rough time, such a boat will never be popular 
with our surf-men. 

Management of Boats in a Surf and Broken 
Water. 

The management of a boat in tl'.e dangerous eircnmstances of 
a heavy sea and broken water is so, practical a thing, that it 
may be thought no rules or instructions can be given which 
■would be of, much value to those called on to put them in 
execution. Experience alone can give that confidence and 
presence of mind and skill which are indispensable to safety. 
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Nevertheless, as all our boatmen are not equally skilful, and 
as the majority of other sailors have no experience in the 
managing of boats in a surf, we propose to offer some recom- 
mendations, not the result of our own experience alone, but of 
that collected from various parts of our coasts. 

In offering our opinion in so impoiiant a matter, on which 
life or death will often depend, we desire to do so with all 
deference to those who have already experience for a gnide, 
who, having a practical knowledge of the particular character 
of the sea and surf in their own localities, and of their own 
boats, have learned that pai-tieular management which has 
appeared most suitable to them. They will be able to compare 
our suggestions with their experience, and will then be guided 
by their own judgment in a matter wherein their own safety is 
concerned; but they are not the persons for whose use our 
recommendations are more especially offered. 

When it is considered how various is the character of broken 
water, according as it is on a beach, in a tide-way, in the bar 
of a river, or the edge of a shoal, how it will vary according to 
the steepness or flatness of the shore, the relative directions of 
the current or the wind, and of the wind and the shore. And 
when the variety in the build and size of boats in different 
localities is remembered, the conclusion will be come to, that 
no one rule will be applicable to meet all cases ; that the same 
rule will not apply alike to all boats ; that it will not apply 
alike to the irregular sea on the edge of a shoal, t« the long 
and steady rollers advancing in parallel lines on the open 
beach on exposed parts of the coast, or to the short and 
dangerous sea occasioned by the set of tides. There will be 
special peculiarities to be consulted at every locality winch 
will call for some deviation in detail from any general rule, 
yet on the other hand, there are undoubtedly some leading 
principles which are more or less applicable to all, and which 
should therefore be ever bonie in mind. 

With a view to ascertain the results of local experience, and 
as to how far any general rule might apply, the Committee of 
the National Life-boat Institution caused a series of questions 
on the " management of boats in a surf and broken water" to 
he printed and circulated. To these, replies were received 
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from 128 different places oq the coasts of the United Kingdom; 
and they contain a large amount of valuable information. 

In our observations on the subject, we propose to state the 
substance of the information thus obtained on the different 
points of man%ement, and to add our oivn comments upon 
them. 

We will premise that our remarks chiefly refer to open boats, 
which are managed either by oars alone, or indifferently with 
sails and oars. 

Our subject mil then be arranged into two divisions, viz., 
the proper management on going off from the shore against a 
heavy sea, and that on running before a surf or heavy broken 
sea for the laud. 

Whilst on some questions a curious contrast of opinion on 
the same points may be observed even at places contiguous to 
each other, yet on one point, viz , as to the relative amount of 
danger on going off against a head sea, and on niuning before 
it, the opinion is almost unanimous ; that the greater danger 
exists when running before, or away from a sea ; also, that 
this greater danger arises from the liability of boats to broach-to; 
if the sea be heavy they are upset. Another point on which 
nearly all agree is, that open boats under sail, before entering 
the broken water, on running for the laud, should take in their 
sails and go through under oars. 

The question on management was as follows ; in rowing to 
■wmdward, would you give a boat all possible speed against 
a heavy broken sea on its approach ; and when running before 
one, would you do the same away from it, or would you check 
the boat's way until it had passed '! 

The replies were thus divided : 

On going off, 18 were in favor of giving all speed ; 81 in 
favor of checking speed. 

On running before a sea, 27 in favor of giving all speed ; 71 
in favor of cheeking speed. 

It will be obseiTod that the opinions ai'e on these points more 
conflicting than might have been anticipated; as, however,- 
there can be but one right way to manage boats placed ia 
similai' circumstances, it follows that pither the boatmen at some 
pai-ts of the coasts are unat.quainted with the proper manage- 
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ment, or that, there are local circumstances which make it vary 
at different places ; probably both of these causes must be 
referred to iu order to account for tbe disparity above displayed. 

On the first point, that of going off through broken water, 
the replies are of foor kinds: 1. Give all speed possible. 2. 
Check speed. 3. Keep steerage-way on the boat. 4. Avoid 
the sea by watching for a smooth. 

On the second point, of running for the shore, the replies 
are : 1. Check speed as much as possible. 2, Give all speed 
possible. 3. Bring all weights aft,, and keep the boat well 
down by the st«rn. 4, Tow astern a pig of ballast or other 
weight, or a hollow conical canvas bag called a " drogue," 5. 
Watch opportunity and avoid the sea. 6. Keep steerage-way 
on the boat. 7. If under sail, run in under smaU head-sail 
only, 8. In sail, and take the boat in under oars. 9. Steer 
with an oar. 10. Tiu'u the bow round to the sea and back in 
stern foi-emost. 

On the first point, the majority of places where, the seamen 
are noted for skill and experience are in favor of giving a boat 
all the speed possible on going off. On the second point, it is 
their custom to check a boat's way when running, and to row 
back against each heavy sea until it has passed, then to follow 
it in, repeating the operation. 

A singular exception to the above rule is Deal, where the 
boatmen are notoriously courageous and experienced, and where 
tlieii' custom appears to he exactly the reverse of the above, 
giving all speed on running before a sea, and checking speed 
on going off against it. It appears, however, that several boats, 
have been lost at Deal by broaching-to and upsetting when 
running before a sea. On tlie first point, going oft' against a 
sea, the custom may be resolved into two kinds — to give all 
speed through a broken sea, and to check speed on the immediate 
approach of a heavy wave. Again, the I'ule to avoid a sea is 
only applicable to places where, from the steepness of the 
shore, the sea does not break until close to it, when boats, by 
the right opportunity being watched for, may often avoid the 
worst of the sea ; where, however, the shore is flat, and the 
sea breaks at a quarter of a mile or more from the beach, a 
boat must of necessity encounter a succession of seas before she 
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is clear of the broken water on going off, and after she lias 
entered it on running for the land. 

The danger on going off is of two kinds, 1st, the risk of being 
overwhelmed by the sea breaking over the boat and filling her. 
2ndly, of being driven back by the sea and tamed end over 
end, or turned round broadside to the sea and capsized by the 
same or the following wave before she can be got head to the 
sea again. Tiie first danger will be more or less imminent in 
proportion to the size of the boat and the height of her bow as 
compared with the magnitude of the waves. If the boat be 
small, with a low bow, it would be folly to row her right into 
the crest of a heavy roller at the moment of its curling over, as 
it would then fall into and fiU the boat. The preferable 
management would doubtless be, if possible, so to place her 
as that each sea should break a little ahead of her. The 
second danger will be the more imminent the less way there is 
on the boat, and the fuller and bluffer her bow ; it would 
probably also be greater in a light than a heavy boat, the cause 
being that the boat not having sufficient speed or inertia to 
carry her up the ascent of the approaching wave, and over its 
crest, she is carried back by it, and may then, if a short boat, 
be turned instantly end over end, if a long one, be driven 
down stern foremost, or turned broadside to the sea, and cap- 
sized by the same or the next wave. On this point our opinion 
as to the management is, that in a small boat, if possible, the 
seas should be avoided until after breaking, but if they cannot 
be so, that the utmost speed which oars can effect should be 
given to the boat ; whilst in larger boats, and in life-boats, 
which are not in the same danger of swamping, the utmost 
speed should invariably be given; indeed, we feel persuaded 
that the safety of a boat will often depend, in a really heavy 
sea, on presen ing her headway, and that the wide or bluff 
boat, which cannot retain, its headway, is, for that reason, often 
more unsafe than a narrower and sharper boat. 

On the second point, running before a broken sea, an equal 
variety of management is observable, yet all intended to meet 
the one great risk of " broacbing-to, " which nearly all agree in 
considering tn be the greatest danger to which a boat can be 
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exposed, and to be that'wlilch calls for the most skill and 
management to obviate it. 

The greater nnmber of boatmen on the coast are in the 
habit of checking a boat's way through the water, or of backing 
her against a heavy sea. Their practice is to stop the boat's 
way by backing their oai-s until the crest of the wave has strack 
the boat's stern and passed her midship part, then to give way 
again, mnning in on the back of that wave, as far as they may 
be able to, and repeating the same operation until they arrive 
at the beach, being careful, by steering with oars at the quarter 
or stem, to keep the boat, as far as possible, end on to the 
direction in which the sea is running. In a sailing boat this 
principle can only be so far acted on as to diminish the boat's 
speed through the water by taking her in under a very reduced 
amount of sail, which is commonly done, and by towing weights 
or instruments made for the parpose. 

The steering with an oar on each quarter is another expedient, 
employed to prevent broaching-to, as, when running, a boat will 
not answer her helm on being overtaken by a sea. 

The recommendation to watch for an opportunity and avoid 
a sea, equally in running as on going off, could only be prac- 
ticed at those localities where the beach is steep. 

In reply to the question as to whether any particular kinds 
of boats are more liable than others to broach-to, the answers 
given are so conflicting as to afford no information on the point. 

Broaching-to may be correctly accounted for as follows : " On 
a boat encountering a heavy broken sea or roller end on, if she 
be stationary or is being propelled in a contrary direction to 
Uie wave, she will receive its blow, and it will quickly pass by 
her, her own inertia preventing her being carried away by it. 
If, however, she is being propelled in the same direction as the 
waves, and running rapidly through the water with her stern 
towards them, on a wave overtaking her, its iirst effect is to 
throw her stem up and to depress her bow, when she offers so 
slight resistance to it that she is hurried along with it, her 
stern high "up immersed in the crest of the sea, and her bow 
down at its base ; as the wave approaches shoaler water, its 
inshore surface approaches more and more nearly to a perpen- 
dicular, and the tendency of the boat to run down this steep 
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inclination, added to the momentum she has already from her 
previons motion, causes her to run her bow under water, when 
her buoyancy at that end being destroyed, her stern is pressed 
onwai-d by th^ summit of the wave, and she is instantly, if a 
short boat, turned " end over end," or if a long one, capsized 
quai-ter-wise. If she have so high a bow that it does not 
become altogether immersed, or if, as iu a life-boat, the end of 
the boat is occupied by a water-tight air-case to the height of 
the gunwale, so as to prevent the admission of the water over 
the bow, the effect then is that the boat is instantaneously 
turned round broadside to the sea, when again, unless she be a 
life-boat of a superior description, she is almost certain to be 
upset. In the circumstances thus described, the sole cause of a 
boat's running herself under water or broaching-to, is that of 
running from a sea instead of awaiting it, and suffering it to 
pass by. If, on the other hand, the wave passes the boat, as 
its crest advances from the stern to the fore part, the stern is 
thrown out of the water ; steering oai's are therefore a most 
valuable auxiliary aid when running before a sea. 

After the danger of broaching-to has passed, there remains 
the lesser danger of beaching. Tiie general custom appears to 
be, that where the beach is more or less steep, she is steered 
into it in an oblique direction, the bow being turned partially 
round towards that direction from which the sea is running. 
If, however, the shore be very flat, she is steered perpen- 
dicularly to the beach. 

We have now only to offer our own opinion and recom- 
mendations on the subject for the use of those who have not 
already experience and skill for their guides, and for the 
consideration of those who have. Amongst the former we 
would especially address ourselves to tlie crews of merchant 
vessels, who, having to desert their ships from any cause, may 
attempt to land on tlie open coast. 

1st. On going off from the shore against a heavy broken sea, 
whether from the beach on an open coast, or over the bar of a 
river, and whether the beach be steep or flat, no boat which is 
not of sufficient size and power, in pix)portion to the nature of 
the sea, to offer some chance of safety, will be taken off. In 
any such boat, unless from the steepness of tlio beach and 
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nature of tlie sea, she can, by skilful management, be made 
to avoid it by watching a favorable opportunity, the safest 
■plan is to give her all the speed which can be obtained by 
rowing, 

2nd. On the management of a boat, when running through 
brolien water for the land; our opinion is that the greatest 
danger consists in following the natural impulse to escape from 
the seas as rapidly as possible ; no boat can be propelled so 
fast but that the waves will overtake her. Our recommenda-. 
tiotis then are, 1st, Before entering broken water, if a sail be 
s6t take it in, unship the mast, and lash both, with any other 
spare gear, to the thwarts of the boat, to prevent it falling over 
on the lee side, if the boat should be struck by a sea and thrown 
on her beam ends. Next, if the boat be a square-sterned one, 
turn her round with her head to the sea ; then row or back her 
in, carefully keeping her, both with the aid of the rudder and 
oars, end on to the sea. "Watch each sea as it advances, and 
check the boat's progress, by rowing or backing the oars, until 
the brow of the wave has passed the centre of the boat, then go 
in on the back of it, if it can be done, but keeping a constant 
lookout behind for the coming up of the next wave, when the 
same operation has to be repeated. Even with Uiese precau- 
tions the sea may be so overwhelming, or the boat so inferior, 
that they may fail to save her, but we conceive them to be her 
only means. 

As regards the crews of merchant vessels leaving their ships 
and attempting to land in their owa boats, we recommend that 
they should not take to a boat as long as there might be any 
chance of safety in their ship, especially in the night time ; that 
if not fitted up as a life-boat, they should secure, if there should 
bo time to do so, some small empty casks, tightly corked, under 
the thwarts, and in the head and st«rn-sheets of the boat ; that 
if the vessel should be provided with any life-buoys or life-belts, 
the former should be taken in the boat, and the latter be wora 
by themselves. That on leaving their vessel they should, if 
practicable, make for the nearest harbor or other sheltered 
place iu preference to attempting a landing on the open coast ; 
even if the weather should be fine, or the wind off the land, as 
thei-e often is a surf on the beach in such situations that would 
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be dangerous to ordinary ships' boiite, even in calm and line 
weather. 

We cannot conclude this humble effort to render a service t6 
the boatmen and other seamen who may be exposed to risk oa 
onr own coasts Or elsewhere, without addressing a few words 
to shipownere in case it should comfe to their notice, 

We think that they would be rendering an important service 
by endeavoring to afford their servants every reasonable pro- 
-tection to their lives in case of shipwreck, or the necessity for 
taking to their boats. It would not put any owner to a very 
great expense to fit up one boat in his vessel as a life-boat, or, 
so far a life-boat that she should not founder with her crew in 
if filled by a sea. It would not put him to a very gi-eat expense 
to foi-nish a life-buoy to his vessel, and as many good life-belts 
as the number of his crew. These trifling things supplied to 
all vessels, as they ought to be, would be the means of saving 
many a poor fellow's life ; the supplying them would not only 
be a duty to humanity, but an act of policy. 

I also notice in the same Journal, a suggestion of 
Lieut. E. G. Butler, E. N., in regard to means to be 
attached t« the bottom of boats, by which vt-hen cap- 
sized the crew can hold on and thus assist to right them. 
He suggests placing a rod along the bottom near the 
keel to which life-lines are attached ; he thinks, these 
would not interfere materially with the speed of the 
boat. 

I suggest that metallic rods near the keel, will get 
out of order and be difficult U> reach unless the life- 
hnes are so long as to be an incumbrance ; I would 
therefore recommend, that the bilge-battens, generally 
placed say two feet from the keel, be made a little 
thicker, and be provided with short life-Unes which 
can be more readily grasped by men in the water and 
will be nearly n,s efficient in righting the boat as the 
otlicrs. 
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Some valuable hints to men going to the rescue of 
drowning or drowned persons, may be gathered from 
a paper in the British NauUcal Magazine for Sept. 
1870, originally published in the lAfe Boat Jmimai. 
"While this operation can only be done well, by those 
who have practiced the rules, these hints may be of 
some value to those who go overboard vrithout previous 
experience, to save their fellow men : these form the 
rule while the exceptions are among men who are per- 
fectly at home in the water. The writer says : — 

Rescue op Life ey Swimming, anjj ]i!xpebiment8 THEEEOfj. 

The accompanying paper is from remarks, by M. Ferrand, 
member of the Lyons Board of Health. He was deputed by 
the French Government to re-organize the system of life-buoys 
ill that country, the insufficiency of which had too often been 
made palpable. " While looking at the great display of the 
resources of civilized nations, my subject leads me to speak of 
a feat which, to my mind, has a peculiar magnificence, — I mean 
rescue by a man, without life-belt or rope, but stripped for the 
emergency; the man who, with no aid but his own courage, 
throws himself into the waves to save the life of a fellow-creature 
at the risk of his own life. The difficulty of this operation is 
generally very gi^eat, but it appears to me to be increased to an 
enormous extent, so as to render abortive many attempts, 
through ignorance of the best method of accomplishing the 
rescue of a drowning person. 

" I have frequently questioned retired boatmen of the Rhone, 
Saone, and elsewhere, all tried men for courage ind skill, and 
their unaaimous reply has been : < a drowning man must be 
taken hold of as best possible : you ai-e lucky if von can smiply 
support liim, if a boat or a rope is seen at hand m the absence 
of these you must either push him on before you, oi diag him, 
according to circumstances,' But, I answered, what happens it 
yoii are unable to hold the head of the drowning man long eaough 
out of water? 'Suffocation takes place w hilt, he is in \our 
Imnds.' 
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" The method which has most interested me is that performed 
by. aa Englishman named Hodgson, of Sunderland; and after 
having experimented on and developed it, I recommend it for its 
precision and efficacy. It consists in holding the drowning man 
by the hair, and turning him on his back. Then the salvor turns 
over rapidly -with his face itpwards, places the head of the man 
on his breast, and thus swims to land. This method is so simple 
and easy, that m an expeiiment which I had the pleasure of 
making this autumn with my fiiend Dr. Bron, I was able with 
ease to practice simultaneouely the rescnc of two persons more 
or less motionlo'"' 

" The di owning man, then, bhould be held with the left hand, 
his face, and his face only, being out of water. If he is bald, 
support him by the beard or chin, or even by the top of his coat 
collar. Keep your right hand free to help you in swimming, or 
to take more secure hold of ropes or boats, if any be near for 
if the shore cannot be gained you can support yourself thus in 
the water for several hours. 

" I have thus examined the easiest case, that of the fainting, 
or at least motionless drowned man, but I will next discuss the 
case that I have found full of anxiety, that of saving a man 
who, without help, must certainly die, and who straggles with 
the energy of despair. All English and other rescuers invariably 
answer, ' don't touch him ; the sacrifice of your life will be use- 
less ; wait till he becomes calm ; which happens after the first 
spasm.' This waiting may be prudent up to a certain point, but 
it appears to me particularly cruel. If two hours of care and 
effort are sometunes necessary to restore a drowned man to life, 
it often requires but a minute to make him a dead man. The 
desperate clutch of the dying man undoubtedly has its dangers, 
but only if you allow yourself to be seized first. As a man loses 
consciousness he gradually releases his hold of the object which 
he has seized with his clenched hand. I object, then, to that 
excessive prudence which is recommended, as it may be attended 
with serious consequences. 

" Don't let yourself be seized, I said but I must add, be ready 
to seize the drowning man rapidly from behind him, and at two 
points simultaneously, to render his body, as far as possible, 
motionless. Keeping the face out of water, seize him at the 
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same time by the hair with the -left hand, and by the right 
shoulder with the right hand. Thus keep him at a distance, 
your arms extended in front and your body in an upright posi- 
tion ; then take care of his right arm, and if he throws himself 
about, if he seeks a point of support wliich may prevent your 
turning him on his back, seize this arm because that is the pai't 
easiest to take firm hold of, and place it forcibly on your left 
haad behind bis head. Very quickly, as will easily be conceived, 
the two hands of the dying man will fix themselves instinctively 
on the left hand of the rescuer. If the case is otherwise, if the 
hands of the man are fastened closely on the side of him who 
comes to snacth him from death, it does not matter. The rescuer 
is bound not to return alone. His head is kept free from all 
surprise, and his legs are out of reach. 

" When the drowning man has sunk to the bottom he often 
reappears once or twice on the surface, and by that time, when 
he is reached, his exhausted strength renders him by no means 
dangerous ; and in all cases, the muscular relaxation having 
destroyed all his tightness of grasp, the process of taking him 
to land has no longer the violent character of which I have jusfc 
spoken. If the man you are saving is conscious, encourage 
him, sustain him a minute with your outstretched arm wliile 
taking hold of him by one of the armpits ; tell him to keep his 
legs stretched out, as you are going to place his head on your 
breast, and cai-ry him off in complete safety. 

"But the third situation, which causes me most anxiety, is 
that of the man who dives, and who by reason of the refracting 
medium in which he finds himself, distinguishes only with 
difficulty the uncertain shape of the drowning man, who is 
moving about at the bottom ; he may then be surprised and 
seized at random. The judicious boldness of the rescuer must 
then make hiin consider the time that passes away, for the 
danger exists only during the first moments. 

" It is not without reason that I persist in saying that however 
■perilous be the situation, the proceeding which consists in taking 
hold of a drowning man who is unconscious, or who has not 
come to his full senses, is perfectly and readily practicable. 

" To enforce this point, I invite the reader to follow tbe 
nai-ratiou of the experiences which I subjoin. 
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" It is well known that a body plunged iuto tlie water IiJ^ its 
weight diminished by a quantity equal to the weight of the 
quantity of water displaced by the body ; let us see what is the 
quantity of water displaced by the drowning man. According to 
iny experience, an adult weighing one hundred aad fifty pounds 
displaces about eighteen gallons, and therefore weighs no more 
than about four pounds when submerged. If the head is out 
of water, the volume displaced is less, and the weight is 
augmented by from eight to twelve pounds. Tliis is a weight 
easily borne, varying with different persons. 

" 1 liave said that this quantity, was variable, according to 
the individuals ; with young subjects, or those who are lean 
and withered, the specific gravity is higher. By keeping 
nothing but the face of the drowning man out of the water, the 
weight can be reduced to six pounds. 

" The ti'unk of the body has then very nearly the same 
specific gravity as water ; but during life, and especially when 
long breaths are taken, it becomes lighter than water, 

" If the question is i-aised, as to whether the position of the 
rescuer lying on his back is quite necessary, I answer that I 
recommend it after thorough study. In considering their exact 
advantages, I have come to the following conclusions : — In 
swimming on the back, I easily practiced the simultaneous 
rescue of two adults whose heads were plaeed on my breast ; 
and in another experiment, I found it impracticable to save a 
single youth of fifteen years old resting on my shouldei^, 
swimming in the ordinary way. To show how far the first 
named experiment could be carried, I pei-formed the following 
experiment : a weiglit of twenty-four to thii-ty pounds placed 
on the chest of the swimmer was easily supported above the 
surface of the water; whilst attached to the nape of the neck 
or to the shoulders he was soon obliged to place himself in an 
upright posiiion in order to get breatli. In other words, it was 
simply like fastening a stone to the neck to drown one's self. 

" One of these two positions then was defective, that of 
swimming on the stomach. Why is tiiis ? for it seems to be 
more natural and preferable, especially as offering the aid of 
the two arms to swimming, and of being able to see in front. 
I think the explanation is to be found in the estimate of weights 
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which I have just given, proving that he who swims ia the most 
customary maoiier, on the stomach, is really heavier than he who 
swims on his back. The difference is in the man himself, for, 
in the ordinary way, he has to bear the weight of his own head 
in addition to his bnrden, whilst in swimming on the back, the 
head is submerged all but the face, and the weight which the 
swimmer has to support becomes less. Scientific estimates may 
be called in to the support of swimming on the back. Is it not 
a scientific fact, that a body plunged into a liquid undergoes 
from this liquid a vertical pressure equal to the volume of the 
liquid which it displaces ? Now, in swimming on the stomach, 
this pressure compresses the chest, which is the dilatable part, 
and thus renders most painful the deep inspirations required 
after prolonged eflbrts. 

"Is it not certain that the stability of a floating body is so 
much the greater in proportion to the lowness of position of the 
ccnti'o of gravity ? 

" In swimming on the back, the rescuer has more stability, 
Lis chest is more dilatable, his respiration less difficult, his 
specific gravity lightened by the greatest possible introduction 
of exterior air ; he is free from every obstacle, and his hands 
being so much freer, easily sustain and protect him whose life 
ho wishes to save. 

" To discover tho point where a drowned man is, who has 
disappeared in calm water, the bubbles of air which rise to the 
snrface are a sure indication for the diver. 

" Finally, Such is my confidence in the method above de- 
scribed that I desire to make it known by all possible means, 
and above all, by the practice of my directions in all swimming 
schools. In efi'ect, I propose to make as many men capable of 
saving their fellow-men as there are swimniei-s, and thus to 
augment the chances of safety for all who are iu peril of 
drowniui'." 
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This Journal of tlie *' National Life-Boat Association" 
for January, IS'ZO, contains an able article concerning 
the mercantile marine of Great Britain. In reading 
it carefully I cannot but be struck with the fact that 
we ai-e suifering from the same or similar causes. 
In quoting therefrom somewhat liberally, it will he 
realized how similar are the conditions under which 
Great Britain and the United States legislate for 
political objects and manufactures, to the neglect of 
the commerce of the sea. I have condensed the 
language of the writer as_ much as possible, without 
impairing the sense, and beg pardon in advance for 
the liberty I take. 

The " British Public " has manifested a considerable degree 
of dissatisfaction at the state of the Mercantile Marine ; a 
dissatisfaction none the less real because it can hardly be said 
to have assumed a tangible form. Or, perhaps, that the writers 
have dealt with particular evils, instead of holding surveys of 
the whole subject, and have combined this mode of dealing 
with such an evident display of animosity towards some par- 
ticular class, wbo in their opinion is to blame, as to shake the 
faith of uninitiated impartial readers in the existence of any 
evils at all. 

Thus we have one class of speakers and writers blaming the 
' House of Commons, whose members, they assert are " grossly 
ignorant of, and indifferent to the whole matter." Such persons 
must be reminded, that the House of Commons is the scrutinizer 
and rejecter of laws, rather than the framer of them ; and that 
all laws relating to particular interests, mi^t emanate from the 
class or profession itself in the fii'st instance, and only in excep- 
tional cases can the House be expected to help a particular body 
or interest, without its merabei's having previously expressed 
that tliey require the legislature to interfere. 

Another class say that the Board of Trade is at fault ; that 
with all possible means of information at their disposal, they 
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may be expected to draw up regulations which would meet 
every evil. " Why," say they, " does the Board always move 
so slowly ? and why, when it does move, is there always so 
much left to futurity ? " But, it must he remembered that the 
Board of Trade is what the nation has made it, and what at 
present, it wills it to remain. It is, in fact, composed of two 
distinct parts, which must of necessity be frequently as widely 
as the poles, in thought and opinion on every conceivable point 
of public duty. These two parts we may divide into the per- 
manent or woikinpr staff, and the patliamentiry leaders. Now, 
as the political head changes with the ministry, it cannot be 
expected that the views of any president will exactly coincide 
with those of his predecessor oi successoi , and so we can 
easily conceive, that the elaboi"ate scheme of reform, prepared 
rndir the auspices of a whig leader, and prepared, too, with 
infinite care and wisdom by the permanent officials, may yet 
be so opposed to the views of a tory successor, or vice versa, 
that it may never see the light at all, or be so mutilated as to 
be robbed of half its power and meaning. 

Again, one president may, as a Member of Parliament, have 
for his constituents the men of some great northern seaport, and 
influenced by their views of some point of sorely-needed reform, 
he may give certain bias to the laws he is prepanng for the 
approval of Parliament ; but while the proposed measure is 
still not law — lo, tlie ministry changes ! Well, the in-coming 
president has for his constituents the leading men of the port of 
London, who are pretty certain to regard the question from a 
totally different point of view ; and so, whatever may be his 
own views, the new man has to choose between the favor of his 
electors, or the destruction of the bill. That the officials- are 
anxious to do all in their power to remedy existing evils in the 
mercantile marine, the elaborate " Mercliant Shipping Bill for 
1870 " sufficiently proves. 

Tliei-e is also a considerable number of persons, who speak 
and write as though every wreck were to be directly traced to 
the incompetence or carelessness of masters of merchant ships, 
and who hold them up to public opprobrium, as monsters of 
brutality. There are, no doubt, drunken and incompetent per- 
sons to be found in command of merchant ships ; but we cannot 
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admit tliere is a greater proportion so placed than may be met 
with in other wallts of life. That there is a considerable num- 
ber of persons intrusted with command at sen, who are wofully 
deficient in education, cannot be denied ; and possibly no people 
more deeply deplore tlie deficiency than the members of the 
profession themselves ; but here, as in many other points con- 
nected with this subject, the nation and the nation's rulers are 
to blame. Many years ago, a special means of education at 
the national expense should have been provided, — a means of 
ti'aining youthful aspii-ants, and a means of completing in later 
years the training of older officers 

It may be asked " Why should the officers of the merchant 
service be treated with more consideration than the members of 
any other profession, who ai'e not servants of the state ? " "VVe 
reply that the mercantile marine is so intimately associated with 
the vital interests of the nation that it most always stand alone 
in its relation to the general public. 

Not that we propose that gentlemen intended for the merchant 
service should be educated solely at the public expense, any 
more than we should consider it a reasonable proposition, that 
henceforth students intended for the bar or the church should 
be received at the universities free of charge ; but we do think 
that somewhat similar institutions should long ago have been 
called into existence for the benefit of the merchant service. 
Not only does the rapid development of science, in its applica- 
tion to the requirements of navigation, demand such an insti- 
tation, but the best interests of the nation would be effectually 
served by its establishment. Moreover, it is tolerably certain 
that nothing but that isolation from his fellows, and that want 
of opportunity to discuss and make kaown his wants, which has 
ever been the peculiar misfortune of the sailor, has prevented 
members of the merchant service from forcing this question on 
public attention and eliciting those substantial marks of sympathy 
which the occasion would seem to require. 

The country, in fact, never has duly recognized its obligations 
to the mercantile marine, and has always practically ignored 
the right it possesses to one of the first places in the nation's 
regard. In exact accordance with the decay or prosperity of 
the mercantile marine, and with it, the safety of her merchan- 
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disp tho stability of her meicliai ts and tlio alility of the . 
country t piodace at iny moment the lai^est niitnlwr of good 
sailof^ in the-nnrld mu=!t erei 1 e the decica e or otierwise of 
this countiy latety ciedit and wealth 

A"> to the en'^e that is sh wq of this gi it oblit,J.t on we are 
undei to the o&eers and men ot oui mei chant naiy let the 
daily recoid of -sessels sent to sei to be lost of vessels 
impioperly picvisionel of vessel with ii sufficient accommo- 
dation foi their ciews of ve sels with biielyhilf the crew 
they ought to have ; of vessels with no medical necessaries ; 
of vessels with neither life-belts or boats, or with bad ones ; of 
vessels sent on long voyages short of water, short of food, and 
badly commanded : let these things answer that question. Let 
the trne desci-iption of any of our great seaports beai' witness 
also ; and the fact that the great mass of our sailors have ever 
been the prey of their fellow-subjects on shore, while until very 
recently the legislatnre haa seemed to consider this to be the 
natural order of things, and that they were not responsible for 
the scandal. Let the fact that crews have been, and until very 
lately, without hindrance, on their return from long voyages, 
drugged, and robbed, and reshipped drunk, in open day ; the 
fact that no care is taken by the State to educate the officers, or 
to keep up the supply of the men, and that year by year the 
proportion of British-born sailors is decreasing, and the pro- 
portion of avoidable wreclis is increasing ; let these things 
show how nobly the nation recognizes its obligations to tlie 
merchant service. 

But the most hardly used people of all are the shipowners. 
Who remembers that they, of all people, have the most to gain 
by an efficient mercantile marine, and in the long run, the most 
to lose by the continuation of the present state of things ? Can 
it be doubted that the majority of our shipowners would gladly 
inaugurate reform, if only they saw the way to carry it into 
effect 'i Or is it not reasonable to suppose that if they, who 
must know better than the public exactly what is wi'ong, and 
to what extent, do not remedy existing evils, or at least try 
to do so, it is simply because they are so placed tliat they 
cannot ? Can it bo doubted, for instance, that the shipowners 
would prefer that their ships should be manned by British 



d by Google 



140 

m, if onlj they could be found in sufficient numbers, and 
if they could he placed on a par with foi-eign seamen (now so 
extensively employed) in the point of sobriety and steadiness — 
that they would hail with joy the day when they could be sure 
their ships were putting to sea well-uianned and well-com- 
manded, instead of knowing, as they too often do now, that 
their vessels are being towed out to sea with crews on board 
who, partly from their different nationalities, partly from 
disease aad partly froni intoxication, are ill-prepared to meet 
the emergencies induced by storms and difficult navigation. 

So long as an owner haa power to Insure his vessel for her 
full value, there will always be a considerable number of 
persons who are entirely unconcerned as to the ultimate fate 
of their ships ; yet we must believe that there are numbers 
more who look at the question from a wider and higher point 
of view, and who are as deeply concerned at loss of life or 
property, which could have been prevented by better crews and 
better outfits, as the most patriotic citizen. 

The fact is, shipownei-s are beset with many special diffi- 
culties, which are not generally taken into consideration ; every 
improvement, whether in the ships or the men, must be a 
question of profit and losa ; and it is an unfortunate truth that 
it must be one of direct loss to the owner. Whether the reform 
take the shape of entering and training np lads for sailors, or 
the placing better found ships at sea, or devoting more space 
to the accommodation of the crews, or whatever else we 
may wish to see earned out, it must be paid for out of the 
pockets of the owners, who introduce the measure first into 
their ships ; and so long as these ownei-s continue this pi-actioe, 
they must be working at a loss, and be content with the 
pleasure of introducing reforms for the general good at the 
price of ruin to themselves. Certain ownere dwelling in one 
end of the kingdom hold peculiar views on certidn measures, 
and these views are steadily opposed by owners dwelling at the 
other end ; so that such measures would never be introduced 
but by a Board of Trade, politically powerful, and independent 
enough to set one-half of the entire shipping interest at defiance. 
When have wo liad such a Board, and who is the strong-handed 
reformer, able and willing to devise and administer laws. 
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dealing equal justice to owners and nnderwriters, sailors and 
officers, together with all possible protection to the public ? 

" Well, if all this be so, and no one is to blame, things are 
already at their best ! We must make up our minda to the 
decay in numbere of British-born seamen and the increase in 
numbers of avoidable wrecks," 

We reply, — no ; that is not our meaning. On the contrary, 
every nerve should be strained to bring about wholesale reform ; 
to insure all classes of ships being sent to sea well — thoroughly 
well-found ; to insure their being all commanded by perfectly 
competent persons ; to insure their all being provided with 
proper, not sham, means of saving life. Every effort should be 
made to induce a healthier tone in the shipping traosactions at 
the Royal Exchange, and to eliminate, as far as possible, the 
swindling element from the necessary and oi-dinary business 
transacted with marine insurers. Much, also, can be done by 
legislation to decrease the number of wrecks; much, un- 
doubtedly, will be effected by the new " merchant Shipping 
Bill," and much more may be expected when an efficient and 
energetic staff of authorized persons is organized to carry its 
wise provisions into effect. The public press can also help 
materially by ventilating freely the circumstances of every 
wreck, and every questionable transaction on 'Change, of 
which it has any knowledge. We must seek to soothe the. 
angry feeling of all sides,- and we must seek to bring about a 
union in thought and aim of the leaders of the mercantile 
interests. The great owners of the North must sacrifice some 
of their cherished notions, and the great owners of the South 
some of theirs ; while the Board of Trade is strengthened by the 
united voice of the mercantile marine world, and not distracted 
by its opposed view^ and conflicting opinions. 

In short, wo know as well, and possibly better, than most 
other people, tliat the nation, has good reason to be dissatisfied 
with the present state of the mercantile marine, and the 
numerous important interests connected therewith. And, 
moreover, having that great and holy cause of "saving life 
at sea " deeply at heart, we are desiraus above all things that 
a great change for the better should take place therein, being 
firmly convinced that, however noble it may be to send help to 
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the drowning manner, however philaiithropio to provide life- 
boats for the distressed ship, it is, to say the least, wiser to 
prevent the mariner from being unnecessarily exposed to 
danger: and more judicious to take measures to prevent, as 
far as possible, the vessel being wrecked at all. Holding 
these views, we also hold that every measure whensoever 
originated, which has for its object the improvement of the 
moral or social status of the sailor, the education of the officer, 
the greater sea-worthiness of the ship, and fairness and honesty 
of the monetary transactions connected therewith, is a measure 
directly, and very appreciably affecting the number of wrecks, 
and, as a necessary consequence, the number of lives lost at sea. 
We do not therefore desire to have the matter quashed, nor do 
we think " things are already at their best," but we deprecate 
ignorant criticism, and we appeal to the good sense of the 
public against wholesale abuse, and undeserved or unfair 
strictures. 

In examining old papers I find the following circular 
and letters on the subject of lessening tlie dangers of 
navigating the Atlantic ; all came from high authority, 
and while old navigators wiU say there is nothing new 
in them, I cannot but think the truths therein stated 
will he of use to some who do not profess to have 
learned everything in regard to their duty. 

Boston, Dec. 25, 1854. 
Sir, — In a preceding letter a reply was attempted to the 
important question, " What can be done to lessen the risks of 
Ocean Navigation?" In this connection a change of route to 
and from the North of Europe was recommended, — an extreme 
northerly course having for some years had the preference over 
a more direct one, and thereby ships have necessarily incurred 
the dangers of icebergs, of the fogs prevalent upon the Banks, 
and worse yet, of the rocks of Newfoundland, It was essayed 
to show that a course from the southern extremity of Ireland, 
Cape Clear, so shaped as to leave the southern point of New- 
foundland, Capo Race, at least one hundred miles to the North, 
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■would materially lessen the dangers of the voyage. The only 
reason assigaed for adherence to the Northern track is, that it 
shorteus the passage. But the distance saved is vaguely 
estimated at from seventy-five miles to " a whole day's running 
distance," (three hundred miles,) a diiference which certainly 
might seem to some sufficient to put the more prudent course 
out of the question. Who would not risk a thousand lives, 
rather than prolong tlic passage a day ! Happily, this alterua- 
tive is not presented, and caution and speed may be consulted 
in common, since, while approaching Cape Race no nearer than^ 
one hundred miles, the voyage from Europe will be increased 
only twenty miles. The verification of tins fact is well worth 
all the attention which this discussion has received ; that it 
rests upon more than mere assumption, will appeal' upon the 
authority of the subjoined letter from the learned and accurate 
Professor of Mathematics of Harvard University. His state- 
ment, much as it may surprise some navigators, will be valued 
in Europe as at home. I am also permitted to add the remarks 
of Messrs. 0. H. Davis and M. F. Maury, distinguished as 
scientific officers of the United States Navy. 

Another consideration not to be overlooked by the advocates 
for a northern course to shoi-ten the passage is, that even the 
hour and a half apparently gained, may be greatly overbalanced 
by having to "run slow" through the region of fogs. The 
idea advanced, that any competent navigator, with scientific 
knowledge enough to entitle him to the command of an ocean 
steamer, would willingly run for a dangerous point merely to 
" sight it and verify his position," after a week at sea, is not to 
be entertained. There are truly perils enough to be dreaded 
in the ever siiifting iceberg and scudding ships, particulaily 
wheii shrouded in fog or night, to keep officers on the alert, 
without running purposely for rocks whose position is known, 
THOMAS B. CURTIS. 

Cambrtdgb, Deo. 1, 1854. 
My Dear Sir, — Permit me to thank you for your letter upon 
the propriety of giving Cape Race a clear berth in coming from 
It has induced me to make an exact computation of 
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the gain in distance arising from the lia:!ardous coasting of this 
point of land. 

I find tliat for every mile by which the course of the voyage 
is removed from Cape Race at its nearest approach, the passage 
la prolonged one-fifth of a mile, or a miQute in time, if the 
average speed of the ship is twelve miles an hour. 

Sincerely aiidrespectfully your friend, 

T. B. Curtis, Esq. EENJAfflN PEIRCE. 

NiTioNAL Observatory, "VVasiiington, Dec. 2, 1854. 

Deak Sib, — I have this morning your favor, with a prinied 
copy of your circular letter. I sympathize with you most 
heartily in your efforts to cause action in the right quarter, with 
the view of lessening tlie steam dangers of the sea. I wish, 
with all my heart, the owners of the lines and the insurance 
offices would take the matter up. I sent you all the charts I 
have which would be likely to be of any service to yo«. 
Respectfully, &g., 

T. B. Curtis, Esq. M. P. MAURY. 

Cambridge, Dec. 22, 1864. 

My Dear Sir,— In connection with the views contained in 
your interesting lettei' of December 1, it may Iks satisfactory to 
you to know, that a vessel bound from St. George's Cliannel to 
New York, would only increase her distance twenty miles, if, 
instead of pursuing the great circle route to Cape Race, she 
wei-e to take the great circle route to a point one hundred miles 
southeast of Cape Race, and go thence, by Mercator's sailing, 
to the light-boat off the slioals of Nantucket. 

Very faithfully yours, 

T. B. Cdrtis, Esq. C. H. DAVIS. 

In the early part of my remarks, giving extracts 
from Manby's pamphlet of 182G, I find that I have not 
given him sufficient credit for his early and disinter- 
ested service in the cause of humanity. 

In the Journal of the Life Boat Institution, for Jan. 
to Oct. 1855, is a memoir of Capt. Manby, from which 
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it appears that he began his mortar experiments about 
1783, and after much study and expense, with some 
help from the Board of Ordnance, he perfected his 
experiments ; and on the 12th February, 1808, he res- 
cued a crew of seven persons, from a wreck cast on 
shore in a N. E. gale. Previous to this successful trial 
in saving life, namely in 1792, Lieut. Bell, of the Royal 
Artillery had devised " a plan for throwing a line by 
means of a shell." Similar experiments were aLso 
made by a Frenchman named La Fere ; Manby had 
never heard of these, he therefore is justly entitled to 
be considered the one who first successfully introduced 
throwing a line by a mortar to a wreck. 

Li 1810, after rescuing the crews of other vessels, 
he brought the mortar to the notice of Parliament and 
received substantial aid, and prior to 1824 had yielded 
his right in his apparatus to the Government ; he died 
in December, 1854, aged 89. 

Eeferriag to what has been written in the foregoing 
pages, as to assistance to the Royal National Institution 
from the Government through the Board of Trade, I 
find by the lAfe Boat Journal of January 1870, which 
discusses the Merchants Shipping Act of 1869, that 
"in consequence of the noble manner in which the 
pubhc have supported the Institution it has been en- 
abled to relinquish pecuniary aid from the Board and 
thus successfully carry on its great work without any 
government help whatever." 

The Mortar and Rocket apparatus is still managed 
by the Coast Guard, under the authority and .at the 
expense of the Government. 

A curious bit of history may here bo recorded 
in regard to the establishment in 1853-4 of several 
life-boats on Sable Island. Miss D. L. Dix procured 
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subscriptions for them from certain mercliants and 
underwriters of New York, Philadelphia and Boston, 

I have a letter before me, from Mr. Eben. Merriani, 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., who was at that time one of the 
leaders in all good works; he gives me under date 
January 8, 1855, quotation from a letter of Miss Dix, 
dated Liverpool, December 20, 1854; in which she 
quotes irom a letter of the Honorable Hugh Bell, of 
Hali&s, dated 7 December, the fact that the very 
day after the arrival at Sable Island of the boats, sent 
by Miss DLx, from New York; they rescued under 
very perilous circumstances, 180 persons from an 
American ship cast on shore about twenty miles from 
the Grovemment station. 

The boats are said to be Francis Metallic Life-boats. 
The Reliance and Grace Darling, 26 feet long, 7 feet 
wide ; the Samaritan, 16 feet long ; they were provided 
in the fall of 1853 ; were shipped for Halifax in a 
vessel that was wrecked on that coast, and as I under- 
stood at that time, the crew were saved by them. 

They were damaged, returned to New York, repaired 
and shipped to Halifax, and as the rescue did not occur 
until late in '54, 1 presume they were long delayed 
repairing. 

I had the pleasure of raising means in thefall of 
1853 for one boat, builfc at Nantucket of wood, which 
was shipped on the 2nd December, 1853, by a Cunard 
steamer on account of Miss Dix, and which would 
have been shipped in the same vessel with the others 
but for -what I wrote to her on the 27th October 1853 
as follows : — " I think it would' be best to send the 
New York and Philadelphia boats from New York, and 
the Boston boat from here, or to use a trite adage 
' not put all your eggs in one basket.' " 
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The performance of the metallic boats was highly 
satisfactorj on the occasion referred to. 

It is to he hoped that the fact, of the placing four 
boats on an English Island by an American lady ■will 
not be forgotten. 

Recent trials of the Francis metallic boats, received 
in 1855 from the Treasury Department, by the 
Humane Society of Massachusetts, proves that they 
are very hard to turn over by means of a parbuckle 
from a vessel, and that it requires about half of that 
power to turn them back again ; this is owing princi- 
pally to cork fenders lashed to the otitside about eight 
inches below the gunwale. When turned bottom up 
several men can stand on them without making much 
impression, and when righted with the plugs out the 
water nearly comes up to the thwarts, or about nine 
inches below the gunwale. 

Hence it will be seen that they are in no sense 
" life-boats," and as they pull heavy and are difficult 
to transport, they are quite useless, compared to 
light wooden boats for saving hfe. It is worthy of 
remark that in an experience of more than thirty 
years as a servant of the Humane Society, I do not 
call to mind but two or three cases of loss of life to 
the crews of the so-called life-boats, and one at least 
of these, was the result of running the boat before 
the sea, alongside of the wreck and suddenly checking 
her by the painter, when she slewed round, capsized, 
lost part of her crew, the rest floated safely to the 
beach. 

In regard to charges for our 6 k inch mortars, recent 
trials show that 10 ounces of powder is about the 
maximum to insure the integrity of the line and 
becket; and in the small iron mortars, 4 ounces is 
about enovigh. 
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While writing my concluding lines I am shocked to 
learn of the loss by fire of the Missouri, near Abaco, 
on her way from New York to Havana, with news as 
yet, of only twelve or thirteen saved out of near an 
hundred souls. 

It is safe to conclude that this large loss of life was 
principally owing to a want of preparation for the 
emergency, by due drill and organization. 

Referring to what is said in the foregoing pages 
about the prize boat of the Royal National Institution 
and as to rockets and mortars, I give the result in a 
letter of Capt. J. R. Ward, who is the chief inspector 
and agent of the institution. 

BuRNHAM, Somerset, 25th Oct. 1872. 

My Dear Sir ; 

In answer to your questions : 

1st Life-boats : 

As regards forms, the present life-boat of this Institution is 
somewhat sharper at the ends, but with a flatter floor than the 
boat of Mr. Beeching -which gained the Northumberland prize. 
Its size, depth of keel, and its general form, varies according 
to local circumstances ; such as nature of the shore, number of 
men available to work it, whether likely to he cheifly used under 
sail or oars, etc. 

As regards internal fittings, Beeching's boat was solely bal- 
lasted by a tank of water, and which being fitted on a wrong 
principal caused accidents attended with loss of life, which led 
to the discontinuance of water ballast altogether, in the self- 
righting boats. 

The water in them was contained in a wide tank under the 
deck, covering about two-thirds the width of the boat, and as a 
consequence when only partially filled, which was liable to be 
the case, the water falling to the lee-side when under pressure of 
sail or struck by a sea it settled on that side like the shifted 
cargo of a loaded ship. 
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Had tlie ballast tanks been long and narrow and divided into 
compartments, the above danger would have been avoided, as 
whether full or only partially so, the water would have been 
confined to the central part of the boat, immediately over the keel. 
This lostitation however from the first adopted fixed ballast, 
consisting of a heavy cast iron keel and of a body of cork in 
water tight cases, or of solid fir wood beneath the deck. In 
consequence of its becoming decayed, the solid wood has for 
some years been given up, and the space under the deck is now 
hll d w th 1 ght water tight boxes (with air spaces between 
tl e f entilation,) a certain number of these boxes in the 

ent 1 p t of the boat being filled with cork. Tlie weight of 
tl e k 1 ies in our 82 and 33 feet boats from 8 to 10 cwt., 

nd of tl boxes and cork under deck from 5 to 7 cwt. The 
manifold advantage of the system is that if a boat should be 
stove in the floor, the water space is so reduced below the deck, 
(the buoyancy of the empty and cork boxes then becoming 
available) that she could still take aboard a considerable 
number of persons besides her crew without being too deeply 



2nd Rockets and Moetaes : 

This Institution gave up all connection with the supply and 
management of the Rocket and Mortar Apparatus as far back 
as 1854, since which time it has been exclusively in the hands 
of the Board of Trade, and with the exception of two or three 
local Volcnteer Eockct Brigades is worked- by the oflScers and 
men of the coaslrguard. 

The Board of Trade have still a certain number of Stations 
supplied with the Maoby Mortar and shot, but on account of the 
greater portability and longer range of the Boxer double rocket, 
the latter is preferred and is mostly in use. 

I am my dear sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 
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Just as I had determined to spread no more ink at 
this time on Life-boats, Anchor-shot, etc., I received 
the Life Boat Journal of November Ist, — No. 86, con- 
taining an elaborate article on boats for vessels of war, 
and another on anchor-shot for aiding the launch of 
the life-boats. 

I have condensed the language so far as I could 
without impairing the sense and perhaps ought to 
apologize to the writers in advance for the liberty I 
take. I have already alluded to the Manby Grapnel 
Shot, p. 20, and the anchor of Capt. Jerningham, p. 24, 
as well as to Eodgers' anchor, pp. 28 to 32 ; but as my 
motive is to invite discussion and promote experiments 
for saving life, I shall rest content in the hope that my 
large sins of omission and commission will be forgiven 
above if not here below. 

The article on anchor shot appears to have emanated 
from dissatisfaction on the part of Mr. J. B. Eodgers, 
because the Eoyal Institution according to his view, 
did not give encouragement to his apparatus ; while I 
should like to see Rodgers' anchor fairly tried, I am 
inclined to think the inspectors of the Eoyal Institu- 
tion, are right. 



LIFE-BOATS FOE SHIPS OF WAR. 

The melancholy accident which occurred to boats of H.M.S. 
Ariadne, in March last, has revived the questions as to the most 
suitable life-boats for ships, and the best apparatus for lowering 
them into the water. 

A seaman had fallen overboard, the ship ranning ten knots, 
with the wind on the quarter. She was quickly hove to, and a 
cutter was sent in search of the man. The ship, dropping fast 
to leeward, steam was got up, and she was steered towards the 
boat ; which was seen to broach to, and upset. 
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Anotlier cutter was at once lowered, but one of tlie tackles 
fouling, she was swamped, with the loss of oue man, the rest 
being with difficulty saved. 

The ship was then placed in position as to drift toward the 
first boat, and, with very great difiiculty, four of its crew were 
saved, two officers and eight seamen perished ; besides the man 
who had fallen overboard, and both the boats were lost. 

The Ariadne had no life-boat, the Admiralty having left it 
optional with the captains to have one or not. 

The reasons for their not having them are :— 

1st. That life-boats are heavier thao ordinary boats. 

2Qd. Much of the space within them being occupied by the 
air compartments they have less space disposable for stowage. 

3rd. That accidents to the boats of ships of war are anfre- 
quent, therefore it is not worth while to sustain an inconvenience 
to meet a rare evil. 

Before entering on the question of life-boats, we remark on 
the objections : 

1st. Increased weight. 

The increase need not be great, as the material of the air 
compartments can be of the lightest description consisteat with 
strength. In a merchant vessel, this increase of weight, might 
be of consequence ; but in a ship of war, it would not be worth 
consideration ; and it would only be requisite to make the davits 
and fittings, and the hoisting gear stronger. 

2nd. Stowage-room. 

Undoubtedly a life-boat should not be used as a cargo boat, 
and there is little need for boats of a frigate to cariy cargo, 
beyond armament and stores. 

It is, however, most important that the stowage-room should 
not be diminished in the boats of a ship of war ; a suitable life- 
boat has a positive advantage, since the air compartments forming 
its surplus buoyancy, form seats which is an advantage of a very 
important character. 

3rd. Unfrequency of accidents to the boats of ships of war. 

In time of peace accidents are not of frequent occurrence, but 
in time of war it would be often important to have at least one 
boat in every ship capable of going through a surf, or through 
a heavy sea, without serious risk to crew. The upsetting of a 
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boat in attempting to cross the bar, off Kiel, in 1854-5, when 
Capt. John Eoote, II.N., was drowned, together with some of 
his men, may be quoted as an illustration of this need. Having 
reference, to times of peace, there are few ships which have 
cruised three yeai-s without having lost one or more men at sea, 
and we consider it a duty to every seaman that there should be 
means provided for his safety, in the event of his falling over- 
board ; and that it is an equally imperative duty to provide the 
same for those who proceed to his aid. 

It should not be optional with the captain to carry a life-boat 
or not, but every vessel should have one ; and all the larger 
class should carry two, one on each side of the ship. 

We regret that the Commission appointed by the Admiralty 
to enquire into the subject of boats and lowering apparatus, 
have reported that the boats supplied to ships of war are suf- 
ficient, and they consider also that the ordinary tackles used are 
all that is requisite. 

We think that the Commission have forgotten the loss of Capt. 
FOOTE and his boat's crew ; and that they did not sufliciently 
bear in mind the importance of being able to communicate safely 
at all times between the ships of a fleet and the shore. 

On reading the evidence given before the Commission, we 
observe that whilst it is generally admitted that it wonld be an 
advantage to have a life-boat, they uniformly object to have one 
in lieu of an ordinary boat, but consider that there should be an 
extra one. They come to this conclusion from the belief that 
none of the present boats could be spared from the general use 
of the ship, whilst they say that a life-boat is unfitted for such 
use. It was also considered by some of them, that a cork belt 
outside, or more or less cork inside a boat, would he desirable. 
We feel convinced that these difficulties may be easily met. 
There is, however, but one mode of giving a boat sufficient extra 
buoyancy to make her a life-boat, viz., by placing within her a 
large amount of enclosed air, in perfectly watertight cases, and 
by the distribution of the same in such a manner that it shall 
not only provide the requisite buoyancy, but greatly add to her 
stability and safety. 

It was the opinion of the Commissioners and of the ofticci-s 
examined, that it is sufficient to make a boat iusubmergible ; we 
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contend that no boat is worthy of tlio name of a life-boat, unless 
she floate high enough, after being filled by a sea, to be manage- 
able ; which a boat submerged to her thwarts, cannot be. Such 
a boat is, then, nothing more than a water life-buoy. In a mod- 
erate breeze, every sea would break into her, and she would be 
very crank. It is, therefore, an illusion to suppose that a little 
cork, either inside or outside, will make a life-boat. Some mer- 
chant vessels' thus fitted, are life-boats only in name. Cork, in 
the boats of the National Institution, is used as ballast ; and it 
is too heavy for any other use. 

Admitting, then, that enclosed air as being the lightest, is the 
only suitable one, the questions follow : what should be its 
amount, and how should it be distributed ? 

Its amount should be the greatest possible, without interfer- 
ing with the use of the oars, and it should be distributed along 
the sides aud the ends of a boat, where in the one case it will 
add to the lateral, and in the other to the longitudinal stability, 
for it follows that the buoyant or lifting property of the enclosed 
air on one side or at either end of a boat, when submerged, 
would powerfully tend to right her, whilst, if it is sufficient in 
amount, by confining the water within the boat to the centre, it 
acts as ballast, instead of rushing from side to side. 

To effect this object the side cases should extend from floor to 
thwarts, conforming with the shape of the boat to the thwai-t 
level, and equal in width te one-fourth of the boat; the inner 
sides being perpendicular to check the rusliing of the water from 
side to side with every motion of the boat. Also that the end 
cases should be each equal to one-eighth the length of the boat. 
These proportions have been tried, and found to give the quali- 
ties of extra buoyancy, stability, and steadiness. 

It may be thought that so large an amount of enclosed air 
space at the sides would interfere with the fr^e use of the oars 
and with stowage-room. It will be found, however, that in a 
double-banked boat, where the rowers sit close together, such is 
not the case, and the less will it be so if the upper inner angle 
of the side cases is cut off to allow depression of the oai-s to 
raise the blades above the sea. In a single-banked boat there 
would be more inconvenience, but we think all life-boats should, 
when practicable, be double-banked. Passengers can also be 
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stowed more cmvenieiitly in such boats than in single-banked 
ones, as they can sit round the sides on the air-eases and thwai-ts 
without being in the way of the rowers. 

As regards the stowage of cargo, the two functions are 
incompatible ; but, if a ship's cutters are required to carry 
cargoes, other than human, in harbor, the side cases can be so 
fitted tliat they can be removed. This is the only way of meet- 
ing the difficulty. As to the amount of enclosed air-space, 
there can be no compromise, since in exact ratio to its increase 
is the water space decreased, and in the same ratio will the 
boat become manageable after being filled by a sea. 

Another property in any life-boat worthy of the name, is 
self-relief of water to the outside level. Two holes of three ' 
inches diameter, fitted with plugs, would suffice to lower the 
water in the boat to the outside level, after shipping a heavy 
sea, when the remainder could be baled out. 

Let the Admiralty cause a cutter, without any alteration in 
the model, (altbough such boats would be belter sea-boats with 
round or pointed sterns,) to be fitted with portable air-cases, 
and then tested, when the advantages will be apparent. 

In concluding these remarks, we cannot but express our 
regret that the Oommissionei-s shoidd have interrogated parties 
unconnected with this Institution as to tlie qualifications of its 
life-boats, which led to replies depreciatory of them, represent- 
ing them as incapable of rowing to windward against a moderate 
wind ; a defect which, if correct, would disqualify them for the 
work they ai'e provided to do. 

It is true that their success over a long period of years, and 
their very few failures to reach wrecked vessels, in the face of 
gales, entirely refutes such an opinion ; yet no opportunity was 
affoi-ded to bring forward evidence of the efficiency of its boats. 
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Anchor Shot as Aids to Launchinc. Lipjc-Boats. 

Ill 1845 it was proposed to throw an ajichor or grapnel from 
a mortar, with a line attached to it, to haul boate through a 
surf. A Mr. Offord, designed a grapnel with flukes or arms for 
that purpose, and in the following year Captain, now Admiral 
Jemingham, designed a folding anchor. Each weighed about 
45 lbs., and was fired from Manbj's brass 5i inch mortars, with 
from 8 to 12 ounces of powder, carrying a li inch Manilla line. 
The anchor and grapnel were tried at Woolwich, in 1846, by 
the Royal Artillery, when a maximum range of 170 yards was 
attained. Capt. Jerningham's anchor had on a previous occa- 
sion ranged to 210 yards. Further trials were made on the 
coast in 1852, but it was considered that they had not sufficient 
holding power ; that they could not be depended on for hauling 
a life-boat through a surf; and it is evident that if there should 
be any uncertainty at the moment of launching, such an instru- 
ment would be worse than useless : it would be like the broken 
bow in the hand of the hunter, or as the rotten staff in that of 
the pilgrim, which would fail them in the hour of need. 

If any real want had been felt for such a conti'ivance, further 
experiments would have been made, and larger anchors from 
larger mortars have been tried ; if no improvements had taken 
place in the life-boat carriage of that day, the want would have 
been felt ; the requirement being to launch a life-boat without 
coming in contact with the ground, and with sufficient impetus 
to enable her to be got under command with oars or sails. 

At an early period, the attention of the Institution was turned 
to the improvement of its life-boat carriages, and no pains or 
expense were spared to make them efliaient, not only for trans- 
port, but as a means of lannchiug a life-boat safely, quickly, and 
effectually. Those results were attained, and the carriage 
adopted answers every purpose. It has only to be drawn into 
the water by horses, or pushed into it by men, sufficiently far to 
insui-e the floating of the boat on leaving it, her bow being at 
the same time pointed at a right angle to the advancing waves, 
and her crew being seated in her with their oai-s in hand. Slie 
is then run with rapidity into the sea by means of self-detaching 
ropes, which arc worked by people or horses on-tlie shore, and 
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is thus at once got under command. At the greater number of 
stations the shore is flat, and this plan is sufficient; but where a 
beaph is steep a hauling-off rope is often an advantage. 

At most of such localities a larger class of life-boat is 
stationed, which are unprovided with carriages, and at which 
places permanent warps are provided, attached to a buoy, 
moored at a sufficient distance from the shore. These warps 
are kept out through the winter months only. 

Another mode of giving a boat this first impetus is by means 
of poles, called "sels," from 35 to 50 feet long, with an iron 
fork at one end, which being placed against the boat, and 
pushed by persons on the shore, are often very effective. 

By those methods the life-boats of the Institution have been 
safely launched during the twenty years of their existence. The 
want of any further means to accompany boats by land on their 
carriages, has not been felt ; and the Committee have not thought 
it necessary to experimentalize with a costly apparatus. 

Nevertheless they have been called to account by inexperienced 
persons, many of whom have never even seen a life-boat launched 
to go to a wreck,for not adopting or making trial of a modification 
of the anchor and grapnel of Capt. Jerningham and Mr. Offord, 
as designed, a few years since, by a Mr. J. B. Eogers. 

The distinction between their plan and his is, that theirs 
threw a single line, by which the crew ha^l to haul themselves 
afloat ; whereas his has a block attached to the anchor, and 
thereby carries a double line rove through, the block, by which 
a larger line can be rove, and the boat be hauled ofl' by persons 
on the shore. 

Although throwing a small double line, with power to reeve 
a stouter one, is a great improvement on those which carried a 
single one, there would be serious inconveniences in its adoption ; 
and the need of any such aid has not been sufficiently felt to 
induce the Committee to incur them. These inconveniences are : 
1st. The apparatus and cart for its transport, and a house 
in which to keep it, would cost at least ^150, which would be 
a serious expense to each life-boat. 

2nd. It would require horse power to trant^port it to wrecks, 
whilst it is often difficult to procure enough to draw the life- 
boat on its carriage. 
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Srd. Delay would bo oocaaioncd botli by tlic transport of 
the apparatus and the time occupied in loading and firing it, 
wliilst it is questionable if the life-boat men would, in general, 
have patience to await the operation. 

4th. As the life-boat men at nearly all stations are fishermen, 
pilots, or the owners of pleasure-boats, unaccustomed to the use 
of guns, and the services of Coast-guard men are rarely 
available, it has been thought that during the excitement which 
always prevails at such periods, and iQore especially in the 
night, accidents would be very likely to occur by its use. 

5th. That at most stations, the shore being flat, the surf 
extends to several hundred yards from the shore ; and all, 
therefore, that such an apparatus could do would be to haul a 
■ boat through the inner surf, and leave the greater surf to be 
encountered. 

6th. Owing to the varying nature of the ground in different 
localities, and sometimes in the same locality, there would 
always be some uncertainty as to the anchor holding ; the 
disadvantage of which defect we have already refeiTcd to. 

But the want of such an apparatus has not been seriously 
felt ; and surely those who are most interested in pursuing their 
work with success, whatever it may be, should be allowed to 
be the best judges of what tliey require. 

The Life-Boat Journal, No. 86, contains a full 
account of tlie wrecks occurring on tlie coast of Great 
Britain in 1871, from which I derive the following 
facts : 

The number of wrecks was 1,575, or 73 more than 
in 1870. The average loss, 1852-56, 1,045 

1857-61, 1,320 

1862-66, 1,611 

1867-71, 1,575 

Or an average of nearly 1,388 for the last 20 years. 
The least number was in 1853, being 832 ; and the 
largest in 1869, when 2,114 were lost. The loss of 
life during the last 11 years, from 1861 to 1871 
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inclusive, within a fraction of 800 — the least niunber 
being 516, in 1864, and the, greatest 1,333, in 1867. 
In the gale of October, 1859, when the Royal Charter 
was wrecked, 343 wrecks took place. In November, 
1864, there were 264 wrecks ; on the 2d of December, 
1867, 146 were lost ; on 22d and 23d August, 1868, 
more wrecks occurred than in any previous August. 

Including the 1,575 wrecks with damages by col- 
lision, etc., there were casualties in 1871 amounting to 
1,927, of which 1,668 were British, and of these 1,173 
were coasters; and among the casualties were 351 by 
collision. The number reported as lost during ten 
years by reason of unseaworthiness is 524. Among 
the wrecks in 1871 were 506 colliers, many of them 
old and unsound ; and in this year there were wrecked 
155 nearly new, and 302 less than seven years old, 
361 between -7 and 14, 554 between 15 and 30, 265 
between 30 and 50, 44 between 50 and 60, 19 from 
60 to 70, 6 from 70 to 80, 8 from 80 to 90, and 3 
upwards of 100 ! — and the ages of 210 are unknown. 

Of the wrecked and damaged in 1871 — 1,927 — there 
were 223 steamers, 84 ships, 232 barks, 282 brigs, 
219 brigantines, 493 schooners, 103 smacks, and the 
balance " small vessels of various rigs ; " 806 were less 
than 100 tons, 687 from 100 to 300, 279 from 300 to 
600, and only 155 above 600 tons. Tliis fact speaks 
well for the better educated seamen of England. Of 
the 626 lives lost during 1871, 96 were lost in vessels 
foundering, 131 by collisions, 319 by being cast on 
shore, and 80 from various causes. During the year 
4,336 were rescued by life-boats and other means. At 
the close of the year there were on the coasts of Great 
Britain 264 life-boats, of which 233 belonged to the 
Royal Institution and 31 to others; and there were 
^81 sets of rocket and mortar apparatus provided by 



d by Google 



159 

tlie Board of Trade, under management of the coast- 
guard. 129 " Volunteer Life Brigades " have been 
formed for instruction in the various methods in use 
for saving life and for co-operation with tlie coast- 
guard. 

It is worthy of note that nothing is said in these 
statistics relating to the proportion of loss in iron 
vessels as compared to wood. I take it for granted 
that most of the small craft were of wood, but it would 
be interesting to know the proportion of losses among 
the diiferent classes in ve^els at sea or on foreign 
shores. 

It must be remembered that these statistics relate 
solely to the coasts of the United Kingdom. 

It is to be hoped that the exainple in providing 
means to save life will be followed by this country, 
and that no efforts will be spared to induce Congress 
to appropriate means wherever local societies exist for 
the purpose. 

Whether the means ought to be utilized under the 
prestige of the Government or by private associations, 
remains to be seen. 

Tlie British Merchant Shipping act and Navigation 
bin came into operation on the 1st of May, 1870. 

It covers some three hundred long pages, and is 
arranged under eighteen heads, namely : 

Part 1st, Covers 30 pages, and relates to registry, 
measurement, transfers, mortgages, character, liability 
of owners, forgery, evidence, etc. 

2d, Covers over 70 pages, and relates to masters 
and seamen, mates, engineers, mercantile marine 
offices, apprentices, agreements, loss, wages, dis- 
charges, rights, seamen's savings banks, relief to 
families, leaving men abroad, volunteering for navy. 
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provisions, health, accommodation, complaini, dis- 
cipline, consular courts, registration of seamen. 

3d, Covers 18 pages, and relates to collisions, equip- 
ments for safety, surveys of passenger steamers, order 
among passengers, accidents, carrying dangerous goods, 
cables and anchors. 

4th, 4 pages, relates to delivery of goods on lien for 
freight exclusively. 

5th, 8 pages, on general liability of owners. 

6th, 22 pages, casualties, vessels in distress, wrecks, 
salvage of life and property, jurisdiction of courts, 
receivei^ of wrecks, fees of receivers, etc. 

7th, 22 pages, pilotage. Trinity House, powers of 
authorities, returns, licenses, rights, dues, licensing 
masters and mates as pilots, offences, boats, pilot 
fund, etc. 

8th, 14 pages, light-houses, sea-works, dues, au- 
thorities, construction, false lights and damages to 
Ught-houses. 

9th, 14 pages, conservancy, inquiries, regulations as 
to works, obstructions to navigation, removal of 
shingle, etc. 

10th, 14 pages, harbor dues, accounts, officers, re- 
gulations, warehouses, cranes, etc., — Hfe-boats, gauges, 
damage to harbor, battery sites, special and general 
acts. 

11th, 3 pages, on loans to harbors. 

12th, 2 pages, on powers by provisional orders. 

13th, 5 pages, charges to shipping, liabilities, dues 
on ships sold, etc. 

14th, 5 pages. Board of Trade, documents, forgeries, 
stamps, inspectors, etc. 

15th, 5 pages, mercantile marine fund — its main- 
tenance, uses, etc. 

16th, 2 pages, on provisional orders. 
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17th, 14 pages, on legal proceedings, powers of 
judges, damages, punishment, etc. 

18th, Miscellaneous, covering powers of commis- 
sioners, harbor-master, coasting trade, etc. 

It would seem to be very wonderful if such a vast 
mass of red tape should work satisfactorily, yet it is 
believed that in no country in the world can the 
citizen on shore and at sea be said to be so carefully 
guarded as to his rights ; and it may be said that if a 
redundancy of regulations for the protection of seamen 
be any evidence of their immunity from danger, they 
ought to feel quite safe. 

In March last, Lieut.-Commander "W. O'Neil of the 
Ohio made experiments, at my request, on the utiUty 
of the naval hammock as a life-preserver. 

A cotton canvas hammock, with a mattress of cork 
shavings, sustained 160 lbs. of iron six minutes, 96 lbs. 
ten minutes, 62 lbs. one hour and five minutes, and 
32 lbs. indefinitely. The same hammock and bed put 
into a close woven, cotton, canvas bag was floated one 
hour and twelve minutes against six minutes, eight 
hours and a half against ten minutes, and four hours 
against one hour and five minutes. It will be seen 
from this, that when the water gets through very 
slowly the buoyancy decreases, as a matter of course, 
but the hammock still floats nearly four times as long 
a^ without the bag. A further test showed that a 
common hammock and hair hed put into the bag floated 
twenty-four hours with one 32 lb. shot attached to it, 
and continued to float a long time, not stated, with two 
shots. Twenty hammocks thus provided will float an 
anchor weighing 2,000 lbs., and a hundred would float 
the largest anchor in the navy, or with a few spars and 
casks would make a raft to carry the crew of a frigate. 
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